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Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21. This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business. All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators. Professional Development clock hours provided for participation. The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ . For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net or 309-547-3011.
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Ag week baby welcomed
at Graham Hospital
As part of the Fulton
County Farm Bureau’s celebration of Fulton County
Ag. Week (March 17-23),
the group recognized the
first baby born at Graham Hospital during the
week. Bryson Allen Hendricks was born March
19th at 8:18 AM weighing
6 pounds and 11 oz. His
parents are Norma and Josh
Villanueva from Canton.
Bryson has an older brother,

Grayson, who will be two in
about a week!
Bryson and his family
were greeted by a “welcome
basket” presented by the
Promotion and Education
Committee.
The basket
held two dozen baby items
and products made from
or representing agricultural
commodities; all to remind
everyone that you can’t have
a day without agriculture!

The FCFB Promotion and Education Committee’s Ag Week baby
basket held two dozen baby items and products made from or
representing agricultural commodities. Each item was tagged
with an agriculture fact emphasizing the importance of Fulton
County, Illinois, and American Agriculture.

FCFB Directors Barry Fisher
and Robin Fisher visited
our adopted 4th graders at
St.Germaine Parish School in
Oak Lawn on March 27th.
Each month a different FCFB
Director writes to the class,
sending pictures and videos
of what’s going on in their
families and on their farms.
Earlier during the month of
March, the class read about
the Fisher family’s sheep
flock, (near Ellisville) and did
classroom lessons from the
sheep Ag Mag. During the
visit the 4th graders, and the
whole school, were able to get
up close and personal with
lamb #89 (of the Fisher’s 115
lamb crop this spring!).

Show clinic
scheduled

The Fulton County Farm
Bureau Young Leader
Committee will hold a
Showmanship Clinic on
Saturday, June 8th at 9am to
11am at the Fulton County
Fairgrounds in Lewistown.
The clinic will take place in
the Sheep Show Arena.
Learn
showmanship
techniques and pointers on
showing swine, cattle, sheep,
goats, and poultry. Animals
will be on site for demonstration purposes and senior 4-H members will give
pointers on preparing and
exhibiting the animals.
Everyone is welcome regardless of age and/or experience. Participants are
asked to please register by
calling the Farm Bureau office at 547-3011 or emailing
to fultonfb@att.net. Please
state which animal/animals
you are interested in learning about.

Lock and dam closure meeting July 12

The first baby of Fulton County Ag. Week 2019 born at Graham Hospital in Canton, Bryson
Hendricks, is pictured here with his mom Norma. Presenting the basket is Fulton County Farm
Bureau P & E Committee member Julie Serven.

The Fulton County Farm
Bureau, along with Mason,
Menard, Schuyler, and McDonough County Farm Bureaus and Illinois Farm Bureau, will host a meeting to
discuss 2020 scheduled river
closures on Friday, July 12th
at 9am at Dickson Mounds
Museum, near Lewistown.
The meeting will be held in
the auditorium.
The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers will close mechanisms vital to commercial
barge traffic on the Illinois
River for months at a time in
the summer of 2020 to conduct maintenance and repair
projects that can only be
completed by lowering water

levels in the lock chamber.
The Peoria Lock and Dam
will close for approximately
60 days beginning in late
July to early August of that
year. Other areas on the Illinois Waterway will receive
more substantial updates at
the expense of longer closures.
The purpose of this meeting is to help farmers and
grain haulers to prepare for
these projects, and to plan
for the impacts on shipping during harvest season,
when barge traffic is heaviest. Presenters will include
personnel from the US
Army Corps of Engineers,
representatives of Illinois

commodity groups, and local grain merchandisers.
Reservations are requested
by calling the Fulton County
Farm Bureau at 547-3011.

Farm Bureau
Blood Drive
on June3

Please donate blood at
our FCFB/American Red
Cross drive on Monday,
June 3rd, from 1-6pm at
the Farm Bureau Building. Please call 547-3011
for an appointment or go to
Americanredcross.org.

HIGHLIGHTS
from the FB Board
E l ai n e Sto n e

march

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of
Directors met in regular session on Thursday,
March 14, 2019, at the Farm Bureau office in
Lewistown, starting at 7 p.m. pursuant to due
notice given. The meeting was called to order
and presided over by President Barry Fisher. Other board members present were Julie
Serven, Leighton Rector, Wes Strode, David
Tolley, Bob Vohland, Delson Wilcoxen, Keely
Egelhoff, Robin Fisher, Linda Rock, and Seth
Vohland. Rob Janssen was absent. Also present
was Manager Elaine Stone.
In correspondences, we received a thank you
from Representative Hammond for our hospitality at the IAA Annual Meeting. There were
no affiliate reports for the month.
The minutes from the February meeting
were mailed and emailed out before the meeting for the board members to read. They were
approved with no corrections. Bob and Elaine
discussed the financial statements. Directors
voted to place the treasurer’s reports for February on file for audit.
Wes gave the Membership Report. We have
1008 Regular Members and 1556 Associates
for a total of 2567 members. The membership
report was placed on file as presented.
Committee Reports were presented:
• Young Leaders – Elaine reported that the
group would be meeting March 27th. Several members are willing to help with the
Ask a Farmer Booth.
• Promotion and Education – The Committee met Feb 21st with 4 members present.
Plans are to hold a scavenger hunt as an
AITC fundraiser this summer and maybe
a function at the winery for a fundraiser
for scholarships. John and Holly Spangler
have expressed interest in hosting a farm/
city dinner function.
• Ag in the Classroom – Robin reported that
she and her Dad would be taking a lamb up
to the adopted classroom. Keely will write
to the classroom this month.
• Local Issues – Wes mentioned the hardship
that the closures of locks and dams for repairs next year will create for farmers. Directors agree that we should pursue a meeting with IFB, commodity groups and grain
merchandisers to prepare farmers for those

Barry Fisher
Julie Serven
Bob Vohland
Leighton Rector
Delson Wilcoxen
Wes Strode
Robin Fisher
Keely Egelhoff
Rob Janssen
Linda Rock
David Tolley
Seth Vohland

May June July aug. sept. Oct. Nov. dec. Jan. feb. MAR. APRIL
2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2019 2019 2019 2019

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N o M ee t i ng H e l d

Director
Scoreboard

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N o M ee t i ng H e l d

by

shutdowns. Elaine was directed to contact
IFB staff for assistance.
• Legislative – Dave Tolley discussed legislation he had read concerning lab-grown
meat. Discussion followed on what exactly
that is. Our directors are not really sure of
it, but feel pretty confident that they don’t
want to eat it.
• Marketing – Delson reported that an Angus bull out west sold for $1.51 million.
• Business service – Sam’s Restoration has
completed the drywall repairs in the board
room and lobby area. Rooms are ready for
painting. He also replaced trim around
the stairway and elevator shaft. Directors
agreed to request a bid from him to finish
the repairs to the downstairs area that were
started several months ago.
Manager’s Report – Elaine highlighted her
Manager’s report and talked about upcoming
events. She asked the board if there was any interest in sponsoring an industrial hemp informational meeting. She was directed to pursue
that before planting season starts.
In Old Business:
• Policy Development Meetings were discussed; March 19th at Bernadotte Café and
March 25th at American Grille in Canton,
both starting at 6:30pm. Members of IAA
Governmental Affairs staff will be at both
meetings.
• Springfield Visit update was given.   On
February 27th our group met with Representatives Hammond, Unes, and Burke.
The Senate was not in session, so we did
not get to see Senators Koehler and Tracy,
but we left some items with their staff. Following our visit to the Capital, we toured
the Governors Mansion, thanks to Representative Unes’ contacts.
• AgWeek Grocery store promo – March
23rd. A sign-up sheet was passed for time
slots from 10am to 2pm at both Kroger and
HyVee.
• Applied for Grant request was reviewed.  
• Adopted Class plans were discussed.   We
will bring the kids down Wednesday, May
15th. Elaine will reserve the bus. We will
build our schedule at the April Board meeting.
• The recently-held County Government
Board Dinner from March 12th was discussed. Almost all of the members ate with
us. We had good discussions and the board
then adopted a resolution declaring “Fulton County Ag. Week” during the regular
meeting.
In New Business:
• Directors discussed the annual pool party.  
They voted to book the Canton pool for
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cut down 3 trees that were damaged by
Friday, July 19th.
winter storms. Steve Blackwell submitted a
• Agent Appreciation ideas were discussed.  
bid for $875 to trench new wires to the pole
Elaine provided information on doing a
light which is no longer working. Directors
Peoria Chiefs game again. Directors voted
voted to accept Steve’s bid. Sam’s Restorato reserve tickets for Sunday, August 11th
tion submitted a bid of $2950 to finish the
game in the 3rd base concourse area.
basement repairs. Directors voted to accept
• Summer Membership Drive ideas were
the bid from Sam’s Restoration. Manager’s
discussed. Elaine was instructed to pursue
Report – Elaine highlighted her Manager’s
a membership event this summer.
report and talked about upcoming events.
• County Fair plans were discussed.  Directors and families will work the gate again In Old Business:
• Policy Development meetings were both
on July 24th. We will participate in the
very well attended.
auction again and will provide watermelon
• AgWeek Grocery Store promo was refollowing.
capped. We discussed trying to do some• A letter from former IFB State Young
thing similar at WIU.
Leader Chair Ben Hugenberg was provid• We received all that we requested from the
ed. No action was taken.
applied for grant program!
• Earl Allen has requested our participation
• Adopted classroom plans are coming toin a meeting with Extension personnel
gether for Wednesday, May 15th. Bill
and involved County Farm Bureau leaders
Carlberg, the Fairview Sale Barn, WGM
on March 29th. Fulton County will host.
Fairview location and the Vohland’s are the
He is requesting input on the specialty of
tentative stops for the day.
the new educator they hire and asking for
• Extension listening session was recapped.
feedback on Extension services in general.
• Twenty-nine people attended the hemp
Barry and Delson will attend.
meeting that we hosted the previous week.
• Directors discussed a request from Canton
• Directors were reminded of the August
Area Chamber of Commerce to sponsor
11th COUNTRY Agents’ appreciation
the Cruise In. No action was taken.
night at the Peoria Chief ’s.
The meeting adjourned at 8:57 p.m.
In New Business:
• We will play the scheduling of the May
April
board meeting by ear, depending on the
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of
weather.
Directors met in regular session on Thursday,
• Tuesday, July 16th will be a field day at
April 11, 2019, at the Farm Bureau office in
MWRD, this is in conjunction with our
Lewistown, starting at 7 p.m. pursuant to due
Nutrient Management Grant.
notice given. The meeting was called to order
• Directors voted to donate to the Cuba
and presided over by President Barry FishLivestock Show.
er. Other board members present were Julie
The meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m.
Serven, Leighton Rector, Wes Strode, David
Tolley, Bob Vohland, Delson Wilcoxen, Keely
Egelhoff, Robin Fisher, Linda Rock, and Seth
Vohland. Rob Janssen was absent. Also present
was Manager Elaine Stone and Tony Laesch,
COUNTRY manager.
In correspondences, we received a thank you
note from Cole Tarochione for the scholarship
he received. The Saint Germaine students sent
thank you notes for the Fishers visiting with
the lamb earlier this spring, The Principal also
sent a thank you note.
Affiliate Reports were given. Tony Laesch
reported on COUNTRY’s performance.
COUNTRY gave $10,500 to Fulton County
to update their emergency radio system. Barry
Fisher gave a West Central FS update.
The minutes from the March meeting were
handed out before the meeting for the board
members to read. They were approved with several corrections. Bob and Elaine discussed the
financial statements. These were placed on file
for audit.
Wes gave the Membership Report. We have
This month our Director Spotlight shines
1008 Regular Members and 1563 Associates on one of our newest Directors, David Tolfor a total of 2571 members.
ley. He and his wife Kathy farm near Avon.
Committee Reports were given:
Kathy is a registered nurse, affiliated with a
• Young Leaders – Elaine reported that the local home health agency.
group met on March 27th. They will be
They have three sons. Joe (who recently rehosting a livestock show clinic on June 8th tired from our Board) farms with him and is
at the fairgrounds. They are planning an married to Jenna (a Nurse at OSF) and they
FFA Acquaintance bowling night on April are expecting their first child this summer;
30th.
Luke is an engineer for Komotsu and is mar• Promotion and Education – July 13th is ried to Chrissy (a Social Worker); and Seth
the tentative date for the “AgMazing Race” who is a graduate student at Purdue Universcavenger hunt.
sity and is married to Abby (an Instructional
• Ag in the Classroom – Jamie has been talk- designer).
ing about soil, pollinators, pigs and 3 classDavid and Kathy both graduated from
rooms are hatching chicks. Linda will write Galesburg High School in 1978. David then
to the adopted class in April.
graduated from Illinois Central College and
• Local Issues – Fulton County voter turnout Kathy graduated from Illinois Wesleyan.
was 12.5% for this midterm election. Bob They have a crop and livestock operation
shared a notice of intent to construct a new and David noted that they are very gratelivestock facility on a neighboring farm.
ful to work with a great people from Fulton
• Legislative – The Illinois Farm Bureau County.
Leaders publications are very informative
David and his family are long-time memand worth reading.
bers of Bethel Baptist Church. In his spare
• Marketing – Delson discussed the local time, he enjoys day trips with his wife and
grain and livestock markets. Friday, July 12 any time spent with family, tinkering with
at 9am will be a meeting about the sum- tractors and visiting tractor salvage yards,
mer of 2020 Illinois River closer, the Army grilling and Cardinals baseball.
Corp of Engineers and local grain elevators
When asked why Fulton County Farm Buwill be discussing the plan.
reau is important to him, David says “There
• Business service – Leighton reported that are a lot of things that I can learn from the
Vaughn Plumbing fixed the urinal, leaky Farm Bureau. I enjoy meeting new people
faucet and garbage disposal. Sam’s Resto- and being involved in my community and
ration worked on the drywall. 2 coats of the surrounding area. I want to be involved in
primer have been applied in the board room this organization because Farm Bureau is the
and the no parking stripes right outside the organized voice of Illinois state agriculture!”
side door have been repainted. Jeff Stone
We welcome David to the board.

DIRECTOR SPOTLIGHT

Equip your
combine today!

FAX: 547-2324 Internet address: fultonfb@att.net

• John Deere
• Case IH
• New Holland
Contact Your Local Dealer:

FULTON County Farm Bureau

George Roberts
309-362-2205

Elaine Stone, Manager
Jamie Butler, Secretary/Bookkeeper, Ag. Literacy Coordinator

Operation Helping Heroes
FCFB is so proud to have helped facilitate
a “Operation Helping Heroes” grant for our
Fulton County Emergency Telephone System ETSB Board!
The $10,500 donation to Fulton County
ETSB is part of COUNTRY Financial’s
program to support non-profit events and
programs that benefit active duty service
members, veterans and their families, and
more recently, it’s been able to provide support for emergency first responders.
The money was presented on March 27,
2019 at the Fulton County Sheriff ’s office
in Lewistown. Taking part (and pictured)
are L to R – Tony Laesch, Agency Manager
COUNTRY Financial; Wes Strode, FCFB
Vice president/Local Issues Chair; Country Rep Steve Butler (Astoria), Chris Helle
(Fulton County ESDA Director/Fulton
County 911 Coordinator), Sheriff Jeff Stan-

dard, Country Rep Walter Brown (Canton),
Country Rep Shelley Postin (BushnellAvon) and Country Rep Ray Riekena (Canton). Country Reps not able to be present for
picture were Richard Sharpshair (Canton)
and Kory Schmidt (Lewistown).
The project in Fulton County is upgrading all of the public safety radios within
Fulton County. In the initial phase the Law
Enforcement and Emergency Medical Association radios will be upgraded, with the
second round seeing an upgrade to the area
fire departments. Fulton County Farm Bureau has a representative on the ETS Board.
COUNTRY Financial initiated Operation Helping Heroes in 2015. In 2019
COUNTRY Financial and its financial representatives have already provided more than
$300,000 in donations to first responders
and service members.

Several FCFB Directors and family members spent time at Saturday, March 23rd visiting
with grocery shoppers. Pictured here are Directors Seth Vohland, Bob Vohland, and Linda
Rock at the Canton HyVee. Later in the day Directors Keely Egelhoff and Delson Wilcoxen
were there. FCFB President Barry Fisher and his wife Laura, Director Julie Serven and
FCFB member Keith Mellert were at the Canton Kroger. Our farmers answered shoppers’
questions and discussed consumer concerns

Taking part in the presentation were L to R – Tony Laesch, Agency Manager COUNTRY
Financial; Wes Strode, FCFB Vice president/Local Issues Chair; Country Rep Steve Butler,
Chris Helle (Fulton County ESDA Director/Fulton County 911 Coordinator), Sheriff Jeff
Standard, Country Rep Walter Brown, Country Rep Shelley Postin, and Country Rep Ray
Riekena. Country Reps not able to be present for picture were Richard Sharpshair and
Kory Schmidt.

Mark your calendars

April 24		
Young Leader Meeting
April 30th
FFA Acquaintance Bowling Night; tentative.
May 15th
Adopted Classroom Trip
June 3
Red Cross Blood Drive
June 8
Young Leader Show Clinic at Fairgrounds
June 14
Cuba Livestock Show
June 21
Farm Safety Camp, Fulton County Fairgrounds
July 12
Lock and Dam Closure meeting; 9am Dickson Mounds Museum
July 16
Metropolitan Water Reclamation Dist. Field Day; tentative.
July 19
Pool Party at Big Creek Park
July 21-27
Fulton County Fair
August 17
Farm Bureau Member Night at Spoon River Speedway

Fulton County Farm Bureau Leaders visited with lawmakers in Springfield on February
27th. Pictured with Rep. Hammond is Director David Tolley and President Barry Fisher.

Kevin Semlow, Director of State LegislationVfor
Illinois Farm Bureau, led the discussion
it
ll or isMarch
at a Policy Development Meeting C
onaMonday,
25th at the American Grille. The
a y...
od
Tby
meeting, one of two held this winter
Fulton County Farm Bureau (FCFB) was to give
Farm Bureau members a chance to hear legislative updates and to voice their opinions
on legislation and policies. A similar meeting for FCFB members was held the previous
week at the Bernadotte café with Ryan Whitehouse, Associate Director of National
Legislation & Policy Development, speaking

Harvey Bros.
starters
generators
alternators

complete farm lines
Delco • Ford • Prestolite • Nippodenso • Mitsubishi • Kubota • Lucas • Onan

Exchange or repair
Same Day Service

Electric Motors
Sales & Service

24 Hour Turnaround on Most Motor Emergencies

309-342-3137

2181 Grand Ave. - Galesburg, IL

Fulton FS
309-547-2896
West Central FS
1-800-282-5242

“Please support
your local FS. Each
provides funding for
this publication and
other Farm Bureau
activities. Show your
appreciation!”

This is not
a test plot.
This is
MiField.
Introducing MiField™ from Fulton FS.
The new agronomic tool based on the fact that every farmer and every
field is different. Our agronomic team will come to your farm and conduct
applied research on new products and practices, so you can get the
highest profit per acre. Contact your FS Crop Specialist and discover,
“What’s best for my field.”

West Central FS
1-800-282-5242

Bringing you what’s next.™

309-343-1600

Lewistown 309-547-2896 & Ipava 309-753-8253
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Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21. This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business. All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators. Professional Development clock hours provided for participation. The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ . For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net or 309-547-3011.

DEVELOPED LOCALLY WITH HIGH
EXPECTATIONS. JUST LIKE YOU.
At FS, we’re grower-owned and grower-focused. We answer to you—and only
you. That means when you put down your hard-earned money on FS InVISION
and FS HiSOY, you can be sure you’re getting seed that is proven to perform.
Simply put, it’s not just the local choice. It’s the better choice.

To solve the big challenges of tomorrow,
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.
Ray Riekena

Canton 309-647-6180

Steve Butler

Astoria 309-329-2172

Tony Laesch

Agency Manager 309-346-8585

www.prairielandfs.com
#TakeSimpleSteps
0817-500HC-13221-12/14/2017

Kory Schmidt

Richard Sharpshair

Walter Brown

Shelley Postin

Lewiston 309-547-2241
Canton 309-647-6180

Canton 309-647-3225

Bushnell 309-772-3003

