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The Fulton County Farm Bureau wel-
comed one of our newest Directors to the 
April Board meeting.  Jason Chatterton was 
elected to the FCFB Board of Directors at 
the Annual Meeting in February. 

Jason and his wife Lauren farm with 
his parents (Brett and Deanna) near Avon.  
They are the parent of two boys, Elliott 
(4) and Oliver (6). Jason is involved with 
several local churches, and he recently 
joined the board of Trinity Academy in 
Industry, where their oldest son attends 
school.

Jason studied music at Greenville Uni-
versity.  After college he toured with his 
band for a while before coming back to par-
ticipate in the family operation, helping on 
the farm and driving a semi for his Dad and 
uncle Greg Chatterton.

In addition to farming, Jason and Lauren 
own rental properties in Illinois and Iowa, 
and are partners in a construction business.

We are thankful that Jason has added 
“Farm Bureau Director” to his list of duties, 
and we welcome him to the board!

New Director Jason Chatterton from  Avon 
is pictured with his wife Lauren and sons 
Elliot and Oliver.

Director Spotlight

Vanessa Williams (left) is pictured with Manager Elaine Stone and AgLit Coordinator Demi 
Taylor (right) at the Women In Ag Conference held last month in Rock Island.

As part of the Fulton County 
Farm Bureau’s celebration of Na-
tional Ag. Week (March 20-26), 
the group recognized the first baby 
born at Graham Hospital in Canton 
during the week.  Isabella Rose Rog-
er was born March 21st at 6.34pm 
weighing 8 pounds and 2 oz.  Her 
parents are Reyna and Daniel Roger.  
Isabella has an older sister, Sophia, 
to welcome her home.

Isabella and her family were greet-
ed by a “welcome basket” presented 
by the Promotion and Education Com-
mittee.  The basket held two dozen 
baby items and products made from 
or representing agricultural commod-
ities; all to remind everyone that you 
can’t have a day without agriculture!

Ag Week Baby Welcomed at Graham

The FCFB Ag Week baby basket held over two doz-
en baby items and products made from or represent-
ing agricultural commodities.  Each item was tagged 
with an agriculture fact emphasizing the importance 
of Fulton County, Illinois, and American Agriculture.

The first baby of  Ag. Week 2022 born at Graham Hospital in Canton, is Isabella Rose  Rog-
er, who arrived at 6:34pm on the second day of Ag Week (March 21st).

Women in Ag Conference

Annie’s Project Scheduled for June 
Fulton County Farm Bureau, U of I Extension -Fulton County, and Dunteman & Com-

pany will sponsor Annie’s Project in June. Annie’s Project is a six-session course that is a 
discussion-based workshop bringing women together to learn from experts in production, 
financial management, human resources, marketing, and the legal field. There’s plenty of 
time for questions, sharing, reacting and connecting with presenters and fellow partici-
pants. It’s a relaxed, fun and dynamic way to learn, grow and meet other farm women.

Whether new or experienced, understanding the five areas of agricultural risk, 
knowing how to analyze agricultural spreadsheets and other necessary skills are vi-
tal.  Learning them in a friendly environment where questions and discussion are wel-
comed, allow the learning process to flourish.

Annie’s Project courses have successfully reached more than 9,000 farm and ranch 
women in 33 states.  It is designed to help farm women develop their management and 
decision-making skills in the dynamic, complex world of agriculture. 

Dates are set for June 7, 8, 14, 16, 21, and 23, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m. at the Fulton County 
Farm Bureau, 15411 N IL 100 Hwy, Lewistown, IL. The cost to attend is $50. Reg-
istration is required at https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2022-06-07-annies-project-
fulton-mason-peoria-tazewell-unit 

For more information contact Christine Belless at cbelless@illinois.edu or call 309-
547-3711. 

IFB Crime Prevention Reward Program
The Fulton County Farm Bureau has long been helping to prevent crime in the country 

by participating in the Illinois Farm Bureau $1000 REWARD PROGRAM.  
Recent crime in the area has promoted us to remind members of the program.  Our goal 

is to eliminate crime on agriculture production-related property in our county by:
Deterring the criminal away from your property
Rewarding the informant whose information results in a felony conviction for the crime.
THE DETERENT.
As the owner/operator of ag-production related property, you are encouraged to post at 

least one $1000 REWARD metal sign in a prominent place(s) on the premises. The mes-
sage to a potential thief or vandal is clear---someone may be watching.  Signs are available 
free of charge at the Fulton County Farm Bureau office.  Post the sign on the obvious 
places-a window, the shed, the yard light, etc.

THE REWARD
A $1000 REWARD is paid to the informant who provides the tip that leads to a final 

conviction of the person who committed felony burglary, criminal damage to property, ar-
son or theft on the ag production-related property of a Farm Bureau member. Not eligible 
for the reward is the Farm Bureau member/owner, the person convicted of the crime, local 
law enforcement, or their immediate families. 

FIRST STEPS
1. LOCK IT, SHUT IT, LIGHT IT, PROTECT IT. Take the steps needed to deter the 

thief or vandal from your property.
2. POST THE $1000 REWARD sign/sticker on your property.
3. CALL THE SHERIFF. If you are the victim of a crime on your ag production-re-

lated property, call the County Sheriff to report the crime. Also, report that your property 
is covered by the Farm Bureau $1000 Reward Program.
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MARCH BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board 

of Directors met in regular session on Thurs-
day, March 10, 2022, at the Farm Bureau 
office in Lewistown starting at 7:00 p.m. 
pursuant to due notice given.  The meeting 
was called to order and presided over by 
President Barry Fisher.  Other board mem-
bers present were John Lock,  Robin Fish-
er, Levi Porter, Bob Vohland, David Tolley, 
Jeff Shelby, Seth Vohland, Keely Wilcoxen, 
and Nick Cleer. Also present was Manager 
Elaine Stone. Linda Rock and Jason Chat-
terton were absent. 

There were no items of correspondence.  
There were no Affiliate Reports.

The first order of Business was the Elec-
tion of  Officers:  Keely Wilcoxen was elected 

secretary, Linda Rock treasurer, and Bob Voh-
land Vice President. 

The minutes from the February meet-
ing were emailed and mailed out before the 
meeting for the board members to read. They 
were approved as presented.  Elaine Stone 
discussed the financial statements. These 
were placed on file for audit. Dave Tolley 
asked how the Compass Account has done.

Membership Report was given by Bob. 
We had 973 Regular members, 8 Profession-
al members, and 1486 associate members in 
January for a total of 2467 members.  The re-
port was approved.

Committee Reports were given.  Young 
Leaders met March 9th. John passed around 
a report from the meeting. June 6th will be 
next meeting in Canton. The group will be 

buying items for Humane Society. They plan 
to talk to the county fair board about mov-
ing the pedal pull to Saturday morning, and 
conducting the Farmer Tan Contest during 
the break of the Queen pageant. They plan 
to do Bossy Bingo during the fair as well. 
Discussed other fundraising ideas for the rest 
of the year. Fill a Ford will be Nov. 9, 2022. 
They want to do spring snack bags during 
spring planting. 

Robin reported for Ag in the Classroom 
that the group is working on the Easter Egg 
Fundraiser, filling orders and stuffing eggs 
with candy.  Demi is doing Soil lessons in 
the classes for March. Staff is working on the 
Summer Ag Institute for June. 

 Jeff reported on Local Issues, noting that 
Ukraine is a world leader in the production 
and export of wheat, corn, and other prod-
ucts. Russia is a large Potash exporter for the 
world.

 David gave a Legislative report.   We 
co-hosted a CO2 Pipeline meeting recently 
in Macomb. Discussions held on information 
provided at that meeting. Also discussed was 
a possible solar project coming to Ipava. 

Seth gave a market update. Corn is over $7 
and beans are over $16. Cannot forward book 
wheat at this time.   Levi reported for Busi-
ness service that work has stalled on Demi’s 
office because of material unavailability.

 Keely reported for Promotion and Edu-
cation that the Paint night they sponsored for 
AITC went really well. The committee will 
be hosting an Ag Summit March 26th. 

Elaine gave a Manager’s Report.  She re-
minded all of the Certified Director Program 
and made sure new conflict of interest sheets 
were signed. She is planning many meetings 
and activities. The Faces of Ag campaign is 
going well online. At one point we reached 
over 11,000 people in a seven-day period. 

Old Business discussed included: Policy 

Development Meetings upcoming (Berna-
dotte March 15th and Canton March 21st).  
We are still planning a Springfield Visit be-
fore planting.  We are waiting to hear on 
the Applied for Grant.  Adopted Class Plans 
were discusses for the group to come down 
on May 25

New Business discussion included Sum-
mer Membership Drive Ideas, County Fair 
plans/Queen Candidate, and an un-manned 
booth. Jenna Schleich has agreed to be our 
Queen Candidate. The Board will work gate 
and grandstand during Motor Cross. We will 
again bid in the livestock auction and serve 
watermelon afterward.  We plan to give 
away hand-held fans.

Directors voted to again do the Speedway 
Billboard advertising and to sponsor a night 
of racing. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

APRIL BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board 

of Directors met in regular session on 
Thursday, April 14, 2022, at the Farm Bu-
reau office in Lewistown starting at 7:00 
p.m. pursuant to due notice given.  The 
meeting was called to order and presid-
ed over by President Barry Fisher.  Other 
board members present were   Robin Fish-
er, Levi Porter, Bob Vohland, David Tolley, 
Jeff Shelby, Seth Vohland, Keely Wilcox-
en, Linda Rock, Jason Chatterton and Nick 
Cleer. Also present was Manager Elaine 
Stone. John Lock was absent. 

In Correspondences, a thank you note 
was received from Jenna Schleich for the 
scholarship she received.  There were no 
affiliate reports. 

The minutes from the March meeting 
were emailed and mailed out before the 
meeting for the board members to read.  
These were accepted with no changes.  
Treasurer Linda Rock discussed the finan-
cial statements.  They were placed on file 

for audit.  Elaine was directed to investigate 
investment options 

Bob gave the Membership Report: We 
had 976 Regular members, 9 Professional 
members,  and 1498 associate members in 
March for a total of 2483 members.  The 
report was approved.

 Committee Reports were given.  There 
was no Young Leaders report.  Robin re-
ported for Ag in the Classroom  that more 
classrooms/teachers have been added. 
Keely wrote to our  adopted class in Chica-
go in March, and Robin will write in May. 

Jeff reported in Local Issues that the 
Fairgrounds and other area business will be 
getting money from a COVID grant award-
ed to Fulton County. CO2 pipeline work 
is continuing, surveys are to be conducted 
down the road. 

David reported in Legislative possible 
national legislation on landowner control 
from foreign landowners. There might be 
tax and fuel rebates coming. Bird flu is 
spreading and letters are being circulated to 
make sure people are aware and checking 
their flocks. 

Levi gave a market update. Corn is  
$7.96 and beans are $16.92. Wheat $10.10, 
Live cattle $1.40, feeder cattle $1.47, lean 
hogs $.99.  Seth reported for Business Ser-
vice a light switch was smoldering and had 
to be changed, and ceiling repair was done 
after the bathroom leak was repaired.  

 Keely reported for Promotion and Ed-
ucation that they canceled the Ag summit 
and canceled the Fulton Co Vices tour. 
They will be focusing on the duck race for 
the summer 

Elaine gave the Manager’s Report.  She 
is making plans for Farm Safety Camp. She 
reported on Ag week and Faces of Ag com-
pletion. She has arranged a few tours and 
Annie’s project presenters. 

In Old Business, Directors discussed the 
Adopted Class Plans on May 25. Tentative 
schedule was passed around.   AgWeek pro-
mos were recapped, including trivia on the 
radio and Ag week baby. 

Policy development meetings were well 
attended and speakers were well versed in 
the topics. 

The Applied for Grant results were dis-
cussed.  We were awarded $22,000 from 
the grant. Directors talked about possibili-
ties for Country Appreciation Event.  Elaine 
was directed to investigate a night at the 
Peoria Chiefs game.  

In New Business, Directors discussed 
May Board meeting cancellation and they 
plan to not meet unless the weather is too 
bad for field work.  Our Nutrient Manage-
ment Grant Event (MWRD Field Day IV) is 
June 7th starting at 11:00.  It was suggested 
we get food from Subway. 

Three of our members were selected to 
take part in the Young Leader Industry Tour 
to Boston in July.  Directors decided to cost 
share half for each member going.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

FCFB Young Leader members and families joined members of Tazewell CFB to tour the new 
Raber’s Packing plant on the evening of March 30th.

Young Leaders Packing Plant Tour



The P&E Committee conducted a GREAT fundraiser for our 
AITC program in February.  Over $1500 was raised thru 
the Paint and Sip night with our 50 person-capacity crowd.  
Thanks to the Committee for hours of prep, Big Horse Vine-
yard for hosting us, Welker Pioneer for easels, and our 
FCFB member “resident artists” Lisa Welker (Lewistown 
High School Art Teacher) and Jamie Kotewa (Spoon River 
College Art Instructor).  

The AITC Committee thanks all who purchased filled 
Easter Eggs for our April Fundraiser.  Just over $800 
was raised thru the project, which will be used to pur-
chase more materials for our growing program!

Paint and Sip Night

Ag Lit Coordinator Demi was busy in 
area schools in February doing Pizza 
lessons and in March with Soils les-
sons.  April is all about eggs, hatching, 
and chickens!

Ag in the 
Classroom

Activites
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