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COUNTRY Financial Representatives from Fulton County helped out area first re-
sponders recently with donations made possible through Operation Helping Heroes 
funds.   Reps  Walter Brown, Richard Sharpshair, and Kory Schmidt are pictured with 
members of area rescue/first responder squads; photo #1) Lewistown Fire Department, 
which will use the funds to purchase additional equipment; #2) Cass Putnam Rescue 
Services NFP will use the funds to expand their Cadet Training Program; #3) Fairview 
FPD will purchase additional gas metering systems; and Canton FCD will outfit trucks 
with new iPads. 

COUNTRY Financial started the Operation Helping Heroes Program in 2015. In 2019 
COUNTRY Financial donated $700,000. In 2020 COUNTRY Financial is committed to 
donating $3 million to organizations and programs that support first responders and active 
duty service members, supporting the company’s vision “enrich lives in the communities 
we serve”.

COUNTRY HELPING HEROES 
IN FULTON COUNTY



* Members are reminded that if you have not made application for the CFAP pro-
gram dollars you need to do so by August 28th. USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) is 
encouraging farmers who experienced price declines and additional marketing costs due 
to COVID-19 to make sure they apply for the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 
(CFAP) by the August 28th deadline. As of July 27th, Illinois FSA had approved 34,202 
applications and disbursed $315,775,560. The numbers indicate that some farmers who 
are eligible have not yet applied. You can access the full list of eligible non-specialty, 
specialty, livestock, dairy, and wool commodities by visiting www.farmers.gov/CFAP. It 
would not be in anyone’s best interest to leave funds on the table!

 * USDA has extended crop insurance payment deadlines and deferred interest accru-
al for farmers through Approved Insurance Providers (AIPs) due to COVID-19 impact. 
Specifically, USDA has authorized AIPs to provide policyholders additional time to pay 
premium and administrative fees. Accrual of interest will be waived to the earlier of 60 
days after their scheduled payment due date or the termination date on policies with pre-
mium billing dates between Aug. 1 and Sept. 30.

*An environmental team of staff members from Illinois Farm Bureau participated in a 
remote Annual Meeting for the Integrated Pennycress Research Enabling Farm and Ener-
gy Resilience (IPREFER) project. The project involves a team of academic researchers, 
extension/outreach specialists, agricultural producers, and commercial interests working 
to optimize off-season pennycress oilseed production. IPREFER is a $10 million, five-
year project led by Western Illinois University and funded by USDA National Institute 
of Food and Agriculture (USDA-NIFA). The project goal is to move pennycress towards 
launch of a cash cover crop by 2021. The effort focuses on optimizing agronomic proto-
cols, breeding line development, assessment of environmental impacts, supply chain re-
quirements, and community outreach. Illinois State University, University of Minnesota, 
University of Wisconsin Platteville, and The Ohio State University are all also heavily 
involved in the program. IFB’s Lauren Lurkins serves as an Advisory Board member. For 
additional information,  see https://www.iprefercap.org/.

AUGUST BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board 

of Directors met in regular session on 
Thursday, August 13, 2020, at the Farm 
Bureau office in Lewistown starting at 7:00 
p.m. pursuant to due notice given.  The 
meeting was called to order and presided 
over by President Barry Fisher.  Other 
board members present were Julie Serven, 
Wes Strode, Robin Fisher, Linda Rock, 
Seth Vohland, Delson Wilcoxen and Levi 
Porter. Keely Egelhoff and Rob Janssen 
joined the meeting via Zoom. David Tolley 
and Bob Vohland were absent.  Also pres-
ent were Manager Elaine Stone and West 
Central FS Manager Jim McNelly.

There were no correspondences for this 
month.  In Affiliate Reports, a production 
report was received from Country Finan-
cial.  Jim reported that West Central FS 
applied over 100,000 acres of fungicide 
this summer. The company is getting ready 
for fall and the 2021 seed selling season. 

The minutes from the July meeting 
were email and mailed out before the 
meeting for the board members to read. 
Directors voted to place the minutes from 
the July 2, 2020 meeting on file.

Elaine discussed the financial state-
ments. Part of the parking lot has been 
blacktopped, both downstairs restrooms 
have been painted and a few other repairs 
were made in July. Directors voted to place 
the treasurer’s reports for July on file for 
audit.   

The Membership Report was given by 
Wes.   At the time of the meeting we were 
about 10 unpaid M members away from 
making quota. In total, we had 947 Regular 
Members, 5 Professional Members, 1523 
Associates for a total of 2475 members. 
Directors voted to approve the July Mem-
bership reports.  Directors voted to send a 
letter to the A members that have received 
over $2500 from FSA to notify them that 

they will be reclassified to Regular mem-
bers.   Directors voted to approve any new 
or reinstating members between now and 
August 31st .

Committee Reports:
Young Leaders – A young leader meet-

ing will be held next week. The committee 
is hoping to hold another food drive in No-
vember.  They also plan to produce some 
short videos to be used for AITC program-
ming.

Ag in the Classroom – Jamie is plan-
ning for the upcoming school year. She has 
been working on virtual lessons, using ma-
terials and links provided by IL AITC and 
AFBF.

Local Issues – School is starting, we 
will see how this year goes. Some schools 
are in session, some are all online and ev-
erything in between. 

Legislative –  Activator meetings have 
been completed the last two weeks, via 
Zoom.  

Marketing – Delson reported on the lo-
cal grain and livestock markets. The latest 
report is that the river will not be open until 
October 15th. 

Business service – The air conditioners 
were worked on this month and the broken 
glass in the entryway was replaced.

Promotion and Education – The Ag-
Mazing Race was held on July 23rd, 7 
teams participated. The Duck Race is go-
ing to be at Big Horse Vineyard on Sunday, 
Aug 30th starting at 2pm. 

Elaine provided a written manager’s 
report. The Fulton County Democrat will 
no longer be printing their own newspaper, 
and will no longer print From the Ground 
Up.  We will be using the company that 
prints FarmWeek. 

There was no Old Business discussed.    
In New Business,  Barry gave an update on 
the Presidents’ Meeting. There will not be a 
traditional IAA annual meeting in Chicago 
this year. An alternative plan will be created 
to conduct the business of the organization.  
Barry doubts that there will be a District 
8 meeting this Fall.   The current list of 
resolutions was emailed to the group before 
the meeting for us to review. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m. The 
next meeting will be held September 10th.    

News Clips

Fulton County residents should have recently received a “Application for Vote By 
Mail Ballot” request form from the County Clerk’s office.  Due to COVID-19, state stat-
ute authorized this notice to be sent to any resident who voted in the past 3 elections (2018 
General Election, 2019 election or the 2020 primary).  The mailing will include a return 
envelope pre-addressed with the ex-officio County Clerk’s name on it (Jennifer Bankert).  

If you chose to vote by mail, all you need to do is fill in the application and return it to 
the County Clerk’s office in the Courthouse.  Your application will be processed, and per 
the state statute, that office is able to start mailing out the ballots on September 24,2020.  
At that time you will receive a slightly bigger envelope with the actual ballot in it.  Once 
the ballot is filled out, return it to the Clerk’s office thru the mail.  Upon receipt there, it 
will be placed into a locked safe.  On Election day, a Republican and Democrat Election 
judge will open them, compare signatures, and run the ballots thru the tabulators. 

If a resident did not vote in any of the previous three elections, you may call the 
Clerk’s  office and request an application for “vote by mail” or go to fultonco.org and 
complete a pdf application.

NOTE: Vote by Mail and absentee voting are the same thing. 

Vote By Mail Information

JULY BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board 

of Directors met in regular session on 
Thursday, July 2, 2020, at the Farm Bu-
reau office in Lewistown starting at 7:00 
p.m. pursuant to due notice given.  The 
meeting was called to order and presided 
over by President Barry Fisher.  Other 
board members present were Julie Serven, 
Wes Strode, Delson Wilcoxen, Robin 
Fisher, David Tolley, Linda Rock, Bob 
Vohland, Keely Egelhoff, Rob Janssen. 
Seth Vohland and Levi Porter were absent.  
Also present was Manager Elaine Stone.

There was Correspondences for this 
month.  In Affiliate Reports: West Central 
FS sent an update, Barry also comment-
ed that a million dollars’ worth of stock 
redemptions will happen over the next two 
years. COUNTRY submitted a production 
report. Lance Moring has been hired by 
COUNTRY and being trained to be rep in 
Fulton County.

The minutes from the May meeting 
were email and mailed out before the 
meeting for the board members to read. 
These were accepted as presented.  Bob 
discussed the financial statements. Elaine 
highlighted some improvements being 
made to the building.  Directors placed the 
financial reports for June on file for audit.  

Wes presented the Membership Report.   
As of today there are about 90 unpaid 
farmer members who will be cancelled at 
the end of August. In total, we have 1001 
Regular Members, 9 Professional Mem-
bers, and 1547 Associates for a total of 
2557 members.   We are 53 regular mem-
bers away from IFB Quota.

Committee Reports: 
Young Leaders – The young leaders are 

working on a plan to share monthly farm-
ing videos on the FCFB Facebook page.

Promotion and Education – The com-
mittee met yesterday and decided the Ag-
Mazing Race will be Thursday, July 23rd 
from 4 to 7pm. The Duck Race is going to 
be at Big Horse Vineyard on Sunday, Aug 
30th starting at 2pm. A blood drive will be 

held at the Farm Bureau Building the after-
noon of July 27th, they will be doing the 
anti-body testing for COVID.    

Ag in the Classroom – Jamie is work-
ing on the grant that is due July 19th.  Illi-
nois Ag in the Classroom has a really good 
game plan for this coming school year.  
The St Germaine students and parents re-
ally enjoyed the video of the “virtual farm 
tour” we sent them. 

Local Issues – The Illinois River is 
closed, hopefully the work will be com-
pleted in October.   

Legislative –  The House is back in ses-
sion; Activator Trustees will be meeting in 
the coming months to evaluate legislators’ 
voting records. 

Marketing – Delson discussed the lo-
cal grain and livestock markets. The grain 
market had a nice rally earlier in the week. 

Business service – We will take advan-
tage of the decreased traffic into the build-
ing and do some repairs to the downstairs 
restrooms, paint the exterior doors, and 
black top a portion of the parking lot.  All 
work will be finished in July. 

Elaine provided a written manager’s re-
port. A post card will be sent to the Canton 
Chamber members, asking them to offer a 
discount to members. 

Old Business:
A. The agent appreciation evening has 

been cancelled for this year.
B. Nutrient Management Field Day will 

be held virtually July 14th. 
New Business: 
A. Directors were asked to be thinking of 

resolutions for IAA annual meeting. 
B. Activator “suggested” increased 

members’ contribution on dues forms.  
Directors voted to increase the suggested 
contribution from $1 to $5 for the Activator 
program.   

C. Directors were asked to work on 
membership.

D. “No Tax” campaign information was 
passed out about the “fair tax” amendment 
proposal. 

The meeting adjourned at  8:32 p.m. 



CONGRATULATIONS to the “Wildcats”; winners of the FCFB “AgMazing Race” 
scavenger hunt that was held on July 23rd.  Out of a possible 100 points, the Fidler crew 
racked up 87 points!  The winning team of (left to right pictured above) Grace Yaste, Ad-
dison Fidler, Carlee Powell and Alyssa Fidler took home the “bag’o swag” as the winners 
of the AgMazing Race on July 23rd.

Seven teams scoured the county for seed sacks, spotted animals, 1980’s-era year-
books, pictures with a Fair Queen, and a whole host of other items. (That’s why random 
groups were standing in the yard at Fulton FS and knocking on Linda Rock’s door! ) 

We raised a couple hundred bucks for AITC and had a LOT of fun. Start hoarding 
items for next year; you never know what will be on the list.......

“THE AGMAZING RACE” SCAVENGER HUNT

Recent events have created a renewed interest in purchasing processed meat animals 
from local farmers.  Here at the Farm Bureau office, we have had many calls from con-
sumers wishing to purchase directly from farmers. 

We have asked Fulton County farmers who have locker beef, hogs, poultry, and fish 
available on a regular basis to please contact us to add your names to a list for us to give 
to callers.  We are not acting as “brokers”, but simply compiling a list of farmers who 
won’t mind being called by strangers asking to buy processed animals!  

Farmers we have already visited with are on the list and need not call.  Additional 
farmers are encouraged to add your name to the contact list, connect directly with con-
sumers, and truly provide the farm to table opportunity to expand your sales!  Call us at 
547-3011 or email us at fultonfb@att.net.  

Where’s The Beef....And Pork and Chicken?

Trivia...
The first income tax was passed in 1861 to fund the war effort. It was 3% on those indi-
viduals that made $800 annually which amounted to three percent of the population.

Team members of the KookAid Gang (above) are pictured with FCFB Director Linda 
Rock.  The challenge was a picture with a former Women's Committee Member.  Team 
members of JJANG (below) are pictured with their challenge of a spotted animal photo.




