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The Promotion & Education (P&E) 
Committee continues their year-long proj-
ect of contributing to area food assistance 
agencies.  July was “National Grilling 
Month” and  the group chose ground beef 
as the contribution to area food pantries for 
the month.

With GREATLY reduced purchase 

prices from Lewistown County Market 
and Harvester Meats of Canton, plus 
a GENEROUS $1,000 donation from 
Compeer Financial, we were able to 
deliver 800 pounds of ground beef to 
7 area Food Pantries.  Thanks to those 
businesses for making our contributions 
stretch farther!

P&E Committee Makes Additional
Contributions to Food Pantries

FCFB Promotions and Education (P&E) Committee Chair Julie Serven delivered ground beef 
to the Fairview Area Food Pantry. Our sincere thanks to Lewistown County Market and Har-
vester Meats for teaming up with us to make our money stretch further!

FCFB member and Compeer Financial representative Keith Mellert delivered ground beef 
to Captain Crystal Sherak of the Canton Salvation Army for their food pantry last week. 
Our sincere thanks to Compeer for their generous $1000 donation!

Fulton County Farm Bureau hosted a 
Nutrient Stewardship Field Day, June 28, 
at the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District of Greater Chicago’s (MWRD) 
research site near Cuba. The event show-
cased why innovative best management 
practices are crucial to preventing nutrient 
runoff from farmland. 

FCFB Manager Elaine Stone welcomed 
farmers and participating research partners 
to the field day, including representatives 
from the University of Illinois, the Illinois 
Nutrient Research & Education Council 
(NREC), Cook County Farm Bureau and 
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB).

“This is the epitome of what collabo-
ration with stakeholders looks like,” said 
Albert Cox, MWRD environmental mon-
itoring and research manager. “We want 
farmers to take these practices back to their 
own farms and move the needle on nutrient 
stewardship.”

MWRD began in the 1960s transporting 
sewage sludge from Chicago to the coun-
ty so it could be used as fertilizer. Holding 
basins were constructed in the strip mine 
ground to contain the sludge so it could be 
pumped to various surrounding fields. To-
day, 4,000 of the 13,000 strip mine acres 
have been reclaimed and are farmed by 
area producers on lease. 

“This project is unique because its focal 
point is showing how to turn treated waste 
into fertile soil. It has been an expanding, 
effective partnership. We hope the success 
here will spread into areas outside of Illi-
nois,” said Barry Fisher, FCFB President. 

Three ongoing research efforts were 
highlighted during the field day. Olawale 

Oladeji, MWRD senior environmental soil 
scientist, shared early promising results 
from evaluating cover crop inter-seeding 
early in the growing season for more ef-
fective off-season reduction of nutrient loss 
from corn fields. 

Wei Zheng, principal research scientist 
with the Illinois Sustainable Technology 
Center, shared encouraging details of a de-
nitrifying bioreactor in place at the site.   

Grass buffer strips are another strategy 
for nutrient capture under study. Essam El 
Naggar, MWRD environmental soil scien-
tist, is exploring edge-of-field buffer strips 
planted with miscanthus to intercept nutri-
ents from field runoff and drainage. Prelim-
inary results show strips reduce nitrate and 
soluble phosphorus in runoff by 44 and 35 
percent, respectively. 

“If we are efficient with nutrients, then 
we are doing our job,” added Julie Hewitt, 
executive director for the Illinois Nutrient 
Research and Education Council (NREC). 
NREC has invested some $30 million 
during the last nine years in such proj-
ects, including Fulton County’s. “We have 
to take field-scale projects and show they 
work on farms since at the end of the day, it 
has to make sense to succeed for the farm-
er.”

Nearly 70 guests were provided with a 
complimentary lunch at the Cuba MWRD 
site, which was conducted under a giant 
tent during a driving rain storm.  Organiz-
ers scrambled to re-work the order of the 
day, and were rewarded for their efforts by 
a beautiful, sunny afternoon, that allowed 
participants to ride on wagons to tour the 
research areas.

Rain nearly dashed the day at the 2021 MWRD/FCFB Field Day, but the nearly 70 partic-
ipants were able to take a 45 minute “drive-by” tour after the rain passed.  The fields were 
too muddy to walk into, but FCFB volunteers transported the guests around the property as 
researchers talked at each stop. 

Fulton County Field Day Highlights Innovative 
Management Practices Research Partnership
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AUGUST BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board 

of Directors met in regular session on Thurs-
day, August 12, 2021, at the Farm Bureau 
office in Lewistown starting at 7:00 p.m. 
pursuant to due notice given.  The meeting 
was called to order and presided over by 
President Barry Fisher.  Other board mem-
bers present were Robin Fisher, Linda Rock, 
Seth Vohland, Levi Porter, Keely Egelhoff, 
Bob Vohland, David Tolley, and Nick Cleer.  
Also present was Manager Elaine Stone. 

In Correspondences, a thank you from 
Fulton County Fair Queen pageant crew and 
contestants for use of the building. 

There were no Affiliate Reports.  A Coun-
try Financial production report was provided.

The minutes from the June meeting were 
emailed and mailed out before the meeting 
for the board members to read. These were 
approved without corrections.

Linda Rock discussed the financial 
statements for both June and July.  Direc-
tors approved placing both sets of reports 
on file for audit.  

Membership Report was provided by Bob 

Vohland.  FCFB had 923 Regular members 
in July and 997 Regular members in June, 
3 Professional Members in July and 8 pro-
fessional members in June, 1507 Associates 
in July and 1521 in June for a total of 2433 
in July and 2522 total in June.  Directors 
approved the acceptance of all membership 
for June, and July, as well as all renewal of 
memberships through the month of August. 

Committee Reports:
Young Leaders – No Report
Ag in the Classroom – No new Report, 

Jamie has been working on grant reports, 
schools will be limiting outside people com-
ing. But will still be sending information. 

Local Issues – hole opened up in road 
and there is an 8-ton limit. Several other ar-
eas are very similar.

Legislative – A brief discussion on COVID 
statistics and protocols was held.  IFB sup-
ported the recently-passed Senate bipartisan 
infrastructure package. The package includes 
more than $175 billion for building and repair-
ing roads, bridges, and railroads; $17.3 billion 
for inland waterways and ports; $39 billion 
for public transportation and $65 billion for 
expanding access to high-speed internet.  IFB 
opposes the proposed human infrastructure 
package and will aggressively oppose elimina-
tion of stepped-up basis, estate tax changes, or 
other tax increases not in line with our policy. 
This will continue to be a top priority.

Marketing – market report was out. 
Grain came up some but then right back 
down. Lowered yield average for corn. 

Business service – Several small prop-
erty and building jobs have been done this 
summer.  Black top will be sealed when 
weather conditions allow.

Promotion and Education – We do-
nated 800 pounds of hamburger to the food 
pantries for National Grilling Month. We are 
working to promote the new meat process-
ing plant, Harvester Meat Co in Canton.  We 
have put together a “Get That Job” workshop 
on August 26th at Spoon River College.  

Elaine provided a written manager’s re-
port. Our office support staff/Ag Lit. coordi-
nator is leaving for another job.  Elaine will 
be posting a new job opening and looking 
for someone to fill areas needed.  

Old Business:
Linda did the 4H Auction and it went 

well. We purchased the animals of 6 exhibi-
tors, combining our funds with West Central 
FS and Friends of 4-H.  Membership Drive 
was discussed.  Directors were asked to con-
tact members who have not paid.

New Business: 
Barry gave a state-wide President’s Meet-

ing update.  It was their first meeting back 
in over a year.  Discussion was held on the 
progressive tax, pandemic funds, infrastruc-
ture and step-up basis, and the 2023 farm bill 
work has started. 

Directors were asked to commit to the 
IAA Annual Meeting which will be held in 
Chicago December 4-7.  Our CFB will again 
obtain a suite.

 District 8 meeting will be hosted by Peo-
ria CFB on Monday, August 30th at Raber 
Packing and will include a tour of the new 
facilities.  Resolutions submission was dis-
cussed.  We do not have any to submit at this 
time.  A few directors will travel to Chicago 
August 23 at the invitation of Cook Coun-
ty Farm Bureau.  In a “exchange program” 
we will tour the MWRD waste water treat-
ment plant.  Cook CFB sent leaders down 
to our Field Day earlier this summer.  Barry 
thanked all for their help with the field day 
and at the Fulton County Fair 

The meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. The 
next meeting of the Fulton County Farm Bu-
reau will he held on September 9th.Cattle Producers!  Harvester Meat Co. 

in Canton is inviting you to an open house 
tour and informational dinner on Saturday, 
September 11th.

Come find out how you can partner 
with Central Illinois’s newest process-
ing plant.  Tour the new locker and retail 
meat store at 200 E Alder Road, Canton,                                                
from 2:30—4:30 pm that day. 

Then join the organizers for a compli-
mentary dinner at 5:00pm at the locker 

facility.  Learn about the opportunities to 
work with this new company, that has had 
ties to the community for years!

Please make your reservation for this 
exciting event by calling Harvester Meat 
Co 309-326-2954 or by Facebook Mes-
senger on their Facebook page.  PLEASE 
JOIN US!

*A similar event will be held for hog 
farmers at a later time.*

‘Get That Job’ Workshop
The Fulton County Farm Bureau is partnering with Spoon River College, the Canton 

Area Chamber of Commerce, and the U of I Extension to present the workshop “Get 
That Job!”.  

It will be held on August 26th from 4-6 pm, at Spoon River College Conference 
Center in Engle Hall on the Canton campus.  It will be offered in-person, but with 
presenters’ permission we will record each presenter and offer those segments for later 
viewing.  

 Topics include tips on applying for a job, resume writing, interview tips, and proper 
dress.  We have a fantastic slate of presenters from IFB, SRC, and from local business 
leadership. Each session is 20 minutes of instruction, followed by10 minutes of Q & A.

There is no charge to attend, but registration IS required before Tuesday, August 
24th.  Please call the Fulton County Farm Bureau at 309-547-3011 or email us at         
fultonfb@att.net to register.

Locker Beef Opportunity 
with Harvester Meat Co.



 Pedal Pull winners; 81-100 pound class are pictured with Miss Fulton County Fair 
2021 Katie Waughtel – 1st place Waylon Graham of Cuba,  2nd place Colby Martin 
of Vermont, and 3rd to a lovely young lady who we regretfully did not have named.  
Our apologies.

Thanks to our fantastic Young Leader Pedal Pull Crew!  The annual event held on the after-
noon of the Grandstand Tractor Pull is always a popular event.  Nearly 40 kids participat-
ed, each receiving a ribbon and bag of treats.  Top three in each of the five classes received 
a trophy and were “in the money”.

Pedal Pull winners; 61-80 pound class are pictured with Miss Fulton County Fair 2021 Katie 
Waughtel – 1st Brynden Welker of Farmington and 2nd place Caleb Collins of Lewistown.

Pedal Pull winners; 46-60 pound class are pictured with Miss Fulton County Fair 2021 
Katie Waughtel – 1st place Luke Beaird of Lewistown, 2nd place Tyson Derry of Lew-
istown, and 3rd place Easton Donnelly of Lewistown.

Pedal Pull winners; 30-45 pound class are pictured with Miss Fulton County Fair 2021 Ka-
tie Waughtel – 1st place Knox Postin of Lewistown, 2nd place Henry Vohland of Canton, 
and 3rd place Miles Brown of Smithfield.

Pedal Pull winners; 29 pound and under are pictured with Miss Fulton County Fair 
2021 Katie Waughtel – 3rd place Logan Martin of Vermont, second place Anna Voh-
land of Canton, and 1st place Brexley Welker of Farmington.

FCFB Young Leaders Chair and Auctioneer Rob Janssen 
announces the number as Ag. Lit. Coordinator Jamie Butler 
pulls Duck #10 for the AITC “Duck Pluck” winner after the 
livestock auction at the Fulton County Fair.  Winner Wen-
dy Tessier mentioned she would use her winnings to buy 
things for her classroom.  Thanks to all who bought a duck, 
allowing us to nearly $1000 for our AITC program.  The 
FCFB also provided watermelon and water to auction bid-
ders and seller.  It was a busy day!!

Donna Miller, Linda Rock, and Sandy Bonney take up their 
regular positions for bidding during the County Fair Livestock 
Auction on July 29th.  FCFB, West Central FS, and Friends of 
4-H combined their dollars to purchase the animals of 6 youth 
exhibitors at the fair.

 We are so PROUD of FCFB Queen Contestant Jenna 
Schleich for representing us in SPLENDID FASHION!  Even 
as one of the youngest contestants, she did a fantastic job 
and was selected a “People’s Choice” award winner!  - 
Fulton County Fair photo.

2021 Fulton  County Fair 
Young Leaders Pedal Pull Winners



Page 4


