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Fulton County Farm Bureau

Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21. This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business. All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators. Professional Development clock hours provided for participation. The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ . For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net or 309-547-3011.
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102nd County Annual Meeting Celebrated

Fulton County Farm Bureau held their 102nd annual
meeting Monday, February
11th at Big Horse Vineyards
near Lewistown. Nearly 150
members and guests attended the dinner and meeting.
Former Fulton FS Manager Mark Pedigo was
named this year’s Leo Sharp
Agricultural Service Award.
The award is named after the
late Leo Sharp, the Extension Service Ag Advisor in
Fulton County for 32 years.

Presenter President Bill
Carlberg noted Pedigos’s exemplary efforts in providing
outstanding service to our
members through our affiliated company.
IFB Vice President Brian
Duncan of Polo, Illinois,
was in attendance. He made
brief remarks to the audience.
Fulton County Farm
Bureau Foundation Board
President Kent Schleich
introduced the 2 recipients

of this year’s scholarship
awards (see other article
in this issue). Representatives of Spoon River Electric presented the FCFB
Foundation with a donation
of $1500 from the cooperative’s “Operation Round
Up” program. The FCFB
Foundation administers the
county Farm Bureaus’ Ag.
In the Classroom Program
and the money granted will
be used towards those programs.

Retiring FCFB President Bill Carlberg accepts a plaque from newly elected President Barry Fisher
during the 102nd County Annual Meeting on February 11th. Carlberg, from Canton, retires after 6
years as President which was followed by 3 years as a Director. Fisher, from Ellisville, just completed
5 years on the Board of Directors.

Bill Carlberg was recognized for his 6 years as President; he retired due to tenure
limitations. Barry Fisher,
currently a Board Director
was elected President. Retiring Directors Linda Lane of
Cuba and Joe Tolley of Avon
were recognized; Linda for
nine years on the board and
Joe for six. Robin Fisher of
Ellisville was recognized for
her retirement after 3 years
as Young Leader Chair representative on the Board.
Julie Serven of St. Au-

gustine was re-elected for
a second 3-year term. David Tolley of Avon, Linda
Rock of Canton, and Robin
Fisher were elected to their
first 3-year terms as “at large”
directors. (Seth Vohland of
Farmington was appointed
at the regular meeting of the
Board on February 14th to
fill Barry Fisher’s remaining year of his term). Randy
Farr of Ipava and Wayne Ridle of Marietta were elected
to serve as Delegates at the
2019 IAA Annual Meeting.

Raymond Porter of Ipava
was elected to serve as Alternate.
The evening was capped
off with entertainment from
the Lewistown High School
Jazz Ensemble, a group of 20
junior and senior high students who meet outside of
class time to rehearse. They
are under the direction of
Lewistown School District
97 Band Instructor Justin
Haynes.

Mark Pedigo, AgLand FS Agronomy Marketing Manager, accepts the Leo Sharp Agricultural Service
Award from FCFB President Bill Carlberg. Pedigo was recognized for his many contributions to our
Fulton County farmers when he served in his previous role as Fulton FS Manager.

Chicken and noodles
for Ag in the Classroom
The Fulton County Ag.
Literacy committee will hold
a fundraiser Chicken and
Noodle dinner at the Farm
Bureau Building in Lewistown on Friday, March 8th
to support Ag in the Classroom programs.
Meals will be served from
4:00pm till 7:00pm and
carryouts will be available.
Meal will include chicken
and noodles, real mashed
potatoes, green beans, salad, and drink. A variety of
homemade desserts will also

be available, and are included in the price of the meal.
$8.00 for adults and $4.00
for children 5 to 12 years
of age. Kids under 5 eat for
FREE!
All proceeds will go to
benefit the Fulton County
Ag. Literacy Coaltion which
is a partnership of area
groups and individuals that
fund Ag. In the Classroom
activities. Call the Farm
Bureau office at 547-3011
for more information.

Members of the Lewistown Jr/Sr High School Jazz Ensemble
provided about 30 minutes of music for members and guests
following the 102nd County Annual Meeting held on February
11th.

HIGHLIGHTS
from the FB Board
E l ai n e Sto n e

january

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of
Directors met in regular session on Thursday,
January 10, 2019 at the Farm Bureau office
in Lewistown, starting at 7 p.m. pursuant to
due notice given. The meeting was called
to order and presided over by President Bill
Carlberg. Other board members present
were Barry Fisher, Julie Serven, Leighton
Rector, Wes Strode, Joe Tolley, Bob Vohland,
Delson Wilcoxen, Keely Egelhoff, Linda
Lane and Robin Fisher. Also present were
Manager Elaine Stone, Earl Allen Extension County Director, Jim McNelly West
Central FS Manager and Jeff Standard Fulton County Sheriff.
In correspondences, we received Christmas cards from our adopted class, and thank
you notes from Representative Hammond
and from Tony Laesch for our hospitality at
the IAA Annual Meeting.
In Affiliate Reports, Earl gave a 2018
yearend report for Extension; three long
time employees retired this year. He also
shared a video explaining Extension’s activities within the community.
Jim commented that West Central FS donates $20 for each 4-H’er (approx. 1250 kids)
within their territory. Jim discussed the new
requirements for dicamba compliance. They
will host 2 farmer dicamba trainings at SRC
Outreach in Macomb and the Knox County
Agri-center. $2.2 million of patronage was
disbursed to customers in December. Two
directors retired off the West Central board.
West Central FS would be glad to sponsor
anyone interested in participating in the next
ALOT classes.
Sheriff Standard reported on the County’s
law enforcement workers. In 2018 there
were 22 sworn officers, 10,281 incidents this
year, and approximately 35-40 inmates in
the jail on average. They dispatch for 15 fire
districts, 3 rescue squads and 5 police districts.
The minutes from the December meeting were mailed and emailed out before the
meeting for the board members to read. Bob
and Elaine discussed the financial state-
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Rob Janssen

• Ag in the Classroom – March 8th 4-7pm
is the Chicken & Noodle Dinner.  Cooking of the chickens will be March 6th.
Spoon River Electric Co-op donated
$1500 to the AITC program at annual
meeting.
• Local Issues – The poor road conditions
seem to be a reoccurring issue.
• Legislative – Wednesday, February 27th
will be our Springfield legislative visit,
leaving the Farm Bureau Building at
9am.
• Marketing – An Angus bull out west
sold for $1.51 million.
• Business service – Directors accepted a
bid from Sam’s Restoration of Canton to
fix the board room drywall and prep for
paint, door threshold, and redo the trim
around the elevator.
Elaine highlighted her Manager’s report
and talked about upcoming events. Directors approved advertising money at Spoon
River Speedway and sponsorship of one
night of racing.
Old Business:
• County Annual meeting was recapped.
• Adopted classroom visit is tentatively set
for May 15th.
• Ag Week Plans – Ask a Farmer Booths
at Canton Hy-Vee and Kroger from
10am to 1pm on March 23rd.
• County Board Dinner is March 12th
5:30pm in the Courthouse.
• Policy Development meetings will be
March 19th at Bernadotte Café and
March 25th at American Grille in Canton, both starting at 6:30pm.
New Business:
• Directors approved the 2019 budget.
• The applied for grant requests were reviewed and discussed.
• Directors voted to become a member of
Animal Ag Alliance. Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

february

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Foundation trustees are pleased to announce that
the Foundation will award scholarships to
two young Farm Bureau people. Each of
them will receive $1500 in a “one-time”
award after their first semester of college.
Robbie Hess, from Lewistown High
School, is the son of Marc and Leigh Ann
Hess. He has been accepted at Bradley
University, where he will study engineering.
He plans to return to build a career in our
rural area.
Cole Tarochione will graduate from
Spoon River Valley High School. He is the
son of Roberta and Lance Tarochione and
will attend the University of Northwestern
Ohio to study in their agricultural diesel
program. He wants to come back to Fulton County to work in an established repair

shop, and one day own his own shop.
We are so proud of these Fulton County
Farm Bureau kids! We wish them much
success in life and the pursuit of their education and careers.
The Foundation scholarships are funded
solely through member’s and friend’s voluntary contributions. The Fulton County
Farm Bureau Foundation, which is a registered and approved 501(c)3, was created to
provide scholarships with the intentions of
helping young people interested in agricultural careers finance their educations. Since
its establishment in 1995, it has helped
103 students by providing over $90,000 in
awards to high school seniors planning to
work in a career to benefit our rural communities.

Robbie Hess

Cole Tarochione

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of
Directors met in regular session on Thursday,
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February 14, 2019, at the Farm Bureau office
in Lewistown, starting at 7 p.m. pursuant to
due notice given. The meeting was called to
order and presided over by President Barry
Fisher. Other board members present were
Julie Serven, Leighton Rector, Wes Strode,
David Tolley, Bob Vohland, Delson Wilcoxen, Keely Egelhoff, Rob Janssen, Robin
Fisher and Seth Vohland. Also present was
Manager Elaine Stone.
In Correspondences: We received a thank
you from the Rector Family for the gift we
gave them when their son was born. There
were no Affiliate Reports this month.
Officer elections were held. Wes Strode
was re-elected Vice President, Julie Serven
was re-elected as Secretary, and Bob Vohland was re-elected Treasurer.
Committee appointments were discussed.
Rob Janssen will serve as Young Leader
Chair, Keely Egelhoff will serve as Promotion and Education chair, Robin Fisher will
chair the Ag in the Classroom committee,
Local Issues chair will be Wes Strode, Marketing chair will be Delson Wilcoxen and
Leighton Rector will serve as the Business
Service chair. Directors voted to appoint
Seth Vohland to serve out Barry Fisher’s last
year of his 3 year term.
The minutes from the January meeting
were mailed and emailed out before the
meeting for the board members to read.
These were accepted with no corrections.
Bob and Elaine discussed the financial statements, which were placed on file for audit.
The Membership Report showed we have
1007 Regular members, and 1549 associate
for a total of 2556 members.
Committee Reports:
• Young Leaders – The last meeting was
Feb 7th. Several members are willing
to help with the Ask a Farmer Booth.
March 21st
• Promotion and Education – The first
meeting will be Feb 21st. Illinois Farm
Bureau is creating a P & E Committee to
align with AFBF.
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ments. The December treasurer’s report was
placed on file for audit.
Wes gave the Membership Report. We
have 1005 Regular members and 1546 associates for a total of 2551 members. The
membership report was accepted.
Committee Reports were given:
• Young Leaders –January 5th was the last
meeting. Rob Janssen is the new President, John Lock is VP, Alyssa Irwin is
the Secretary/Treasurer. Feb 7th at 6:30
is the next meeting.
• Ag in the Classroom – Jamie has been
teaching about dairy, since January 11th
is National Milk Day.
• Local Issues – We discussed a few recent
newspaper articles.
• Legislative – The deadline for the MFP
program has been extended.
• Marketing – Barry gave a grain and livestock market report. 2748 head of CAB
calves sold at Fairview on Saturday.
• Business service – Nothing new this
month.
• Public Relations & Promotions – January 23 is a cropping seminar in Springfield. FSA ran out of money a week and a
half ago. NRCS is still open in all counties.
Elaine highlighted her Manager’s report
and talked about upcoming events. In Old
Business, Directors discussed the Crop insurance, grain and livestock market meeting to be held with breakfast on Jan 30 at
7:30am.
County Annual Meeting details were discussed.
New Business
• Directors were reminded of the Budget
meeting on Jan 24th at 11am.
• Directors were asked to be thinking of
Ag Week ideas. “Ask a Farmer” booth at
Hy-Vee & Kroger from 10am - 1pm on
Saturday, March 23rd. We will also serve
the County Board a meal on March 12th.
• Support staff wages were discussed.
• Bill thanked everyone for their service on
the board, since this is his last monthly
meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m.
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combine today!
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• John Deere
• Case IH
• New Holland
Contact Your Local Dealer:

FULTON County Farm Bureau

George Roberts
309-362-2205

Elaine Stone, Manager
Jamie Butler, Secretary/Bookkeeper, Ag. Literacy Coordinator

DIRECTOR SPOTLIGHT

Three new Directors have been elected to
our Board. This issue, we’ll meet the first of
those individuals.
Seth Vohland attended Farmington High
School, graduating in 2010. He has an Associate’s Degree in Diesel and Power Systems
Technology from Spoon River College. He
also works part-time in the Diesel and Power
Systems Technology Program as a Lab Assistant. Before going back to the farm, Seth
worked at Kleine Equipment as a diesel mechanic.
Seth and his wife Natalie have two children- Henry who is almost 3 and Anna who
is 15 months old. He farms with his Dad
(Bob and mother Deb) and brother Nathan,
on the family farm. He has another brother,
Isaac.
The family raises row crops, they have
a small beef herd, and they are also in the
trucking business, as well as doing custom
work for other farmers.
Seth has been a lifelong member of the
Fairview Reformed Church and is currently
serving on the church board as a deacon.
Seth says “I love farming! It is basically all
I wanted to do since fifth grade.” He’s the
Grandson of Lois and the late Howard Vohland, by the way! He reminds us that those
who do not farm need to understand that the
agriculture industry is constantly changing
with new technology and developing new
ways to grow more food for the world. Farm
Bureau plays a key role in getting that message out there.

2019 Women in Agriculture Conference

Farm women and all those involved in
the agriculture industry should plan to attend the Women in Agriculture Conference,
scheduled for Thursday, March 14, 2019 at
Jumer’s Casino and Hotel in Moline, Illinois.
This conference is a one day seminar to help
women become empowered in agriculture.
The conference, in its eighth year, will feature keynote speaker Tyne Morgan, Host,
U.S. Farm Report, presenting “Bullish Agriculture 2019 & Beyond.” After spending two
years on the road as AgDay and U.S. Farm
Report National Reporter, in 2014 Tyne
was named the first female Host of U.S.
Farm Report. At the age of 29, she became
only the fourth host of the show, following
Orion Samuelson, Max Armstrong and John
Phipps.

The Women in Agriculture Conference
will begin with registration at 8:00 a.m. The
keynote address will be followed by a variety
of breakout sessions that participants may
choose among. A lunch break will be included between the morning and afternoon
breakout sessions.
The Conference will wrap up around 3:00
p.m. with Erin Brenneman, Farmer and Farrowing Manager, Brenneman Pork, presenting “We mend more fences when we meet in
the middle.” Raised in the suburbs of Chicago, it was only after Brenneman married
and moved to her new family’s hog operation
that her eyes were opened to what she calls

“the beautiful world of farming.” She’s since
become a strong advocate for the industry
and for her own family’s products.
Included in the day is an exhibit area, with
many businesses and organizations offering
materials, promotional items, and give-away
drawings. The cost of the program is $50
prior to February 21st, which will include
a breakfast and a luncheon buffet, as well
as a mid-day snack break. Walk-ins the day
of the conference will be $100. To register,
contact any of the sponsoring County Farm
Bureaus in Illinois, or register online at womeninagricultureconference.com.

FCFB Policy
Development
Meetings
Fulton County Farm Bureau members
are encouraged to attend either of the Policy
Development and Issues meetings being
held in the coming weeks. Staff from Illinois Farm Bureau Governmental Affairs
and Commodities Division will give a presentation and lead the discussion. In addition to supper and the chance to visit with
fellow Farm Bureau members, the Viewpoint Survey will be presented.
The meeting times and locations are as
follows:
• Bernadotte Café, Bernadotte, Tuesday,
March 19th
• American Grille, Canton, Monday,
March 25th
Both meetings will begin with dinner at
6:30pm. Please make your reservation for
the meeting by calling the Farm Bureau office at 547-3011, or emailing to fultonfb@
att.net. Be sure to say which meeting you
will be attending. There is a $5 charge.
Please make your reservation at least 4 days
before you wish to attend. Please help us
manage our costs by keeping your reservation.

Spoon River Electric Cooperative awarded $1500 to through its Operation Round-Up
Program to our AITC Program during our County Annual Meeting. The money is made
possible by the generous members of the co-op who voluntarily “Round-Up” their
electric bill to the next dollar every month. All of the funds collected are donated back
into Fulton County communities as charitable grants. The average donation a member
makes annually is about $6 per month. SRE Committee member JoDee Pedigo is shown
with SRE Taryn Mellert, HR Director/Exec. Asst.

Call or Visit.
Toda y..

FC Ag Literacy Coordinator Jamie Butler is shown making pizza with 1st grade students
at Westview (Canton). Lessons were presented relating the agriculture commodities
that make pizza possible, and each student made an individual pizza in recognition of
National Pizza Day in February.

Harvey Bros.
starters
generators
alternators

complete farm lines
Delco • Ford • Prestolite • Nippodenso • Mitsubishi • Kubota • Lucas • Onan

Exchange or repair
Same Day Service

Electric Motors
Sales & Service

24 Hour Turnaround on Most Motor Emergencies

309-342-3137

2181 Grand Ave. - Galesburg, IL

Fulton FS
309-547-2896
West Central FS
1-800-282-5242

“Please support
your local FS. Each
provides funding for
this publication and
other Farm Bureau
activities. Show your
appreciation!”

There’s a
difference
between
field experts
and experts
in the field.
FS –

TM

At FS, we’re experts in the field. Our crop specialists
are driven to maximize every acre and bring the latest
agronomic technologies and innovations to your farm.
Whether recommending the appropriate hybrid or
variety, nutrient management for optimum growth,
or advice on disease and pest management, our
crop specialists are always focused on pointing your
operations forward.
So, the only thing you’ll be asking FS is, what’s next?

Faron Reynolds, Shannon Chenoweth,
Chase Bair
Lewistown, IL 61542
(309)547-2896
Ipava, IL
(309) 753-8253

West Central FS
1-800-282-5242
309-343-1600
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Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21. This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business. All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators. Professional Development clock hours provided for participation. The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ . For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net or 309-547-3011.

DEVELOPED LOCALLY WITH HIGH
EXPECTATIONS. JUST LIKE YOU.
At FS, we’re grower-owned and grower-focused. We answer to you—and only
you. That means when you put down your hard-earned money on FS InVISION
and FS HiSOY, you can be sure you’re getting seed that is proven to perform.
Simply put, it’s not just the local choice. It’s the better choice.

To solve the big challenges of tomorrow,
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.
Ray Riekena

Canton 309-647-6180

Steve Butler

Astoria 309-329-2172

Tony Laesch

Agency Manager 309-346-8585

www.prairielandfs.com
#TakeSimpleSteps
0817-500HC-13221-12/14/2017

Kory Schmidt

Richard Sharpshair

Walter Brown

Shelley Postin

Lewiston 309-547-2241
Canton 309-647-6180

Canton 309-647-3225

Bushnell 309-772-3003

