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Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21. This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business. All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators. Professional Development clock hours provided for participation. The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ . For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net or 309-547-3011.
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Farm economy continues to concern Illinois farmers

The annual Illinois Farm
Bureau member survey reflected three overwhelming
themes: Farmers have less
optimism for 2020; there is
a profound need to regain
lost export demand; and
building new global markets is vital for the future.
“In 2019, farmers were
challenged with historic
flooding, delayed planting and harvesting, ongoing trade wars and demand
destruction to the biofuels
market, all of which were
key factors in contributing
to a sluggish farm economy
and continued uncertainty
for our Illinois farmers,”

said IFB President Richard
Guebert Jr.
Additional key priorities
for members included pushing for USMCA ratification, expanding investment
in modern waterway infrastructure on the Illinois and
Mississippi rivers and defending the integrity of the
Renewable Fuel Standard.
Uncertainty and lack
of optimism in 2020 were
reflected in the following
members comments:
• Holding off on the
purchases of new and
improved
equipment,
upgrades and replacements;

• Uncertainty
regarding how long producers
can manage at or below
break-even income levels;
• Restructuring debt and
not being as concerned
with growth and development as ‘trying to
make it to next year;’
• Less income, more instability and more risk;
• Expenses high whereas
income has not kept up.
Over half of farmer respondents indicated that
it was likely that their
farm would continue to be
farmed by the next gen-

Farmer’s wishing to apply
restricted-use pesticides to
property that they own or
control in the production of
an agricultural commodity
must be certified as private
applicators in the state of
Illinois.
Test-only sessions are
scheduled for:
• Thursday, Jan. 30, 2020
(two sessions), U of I
Extension,
Tazewell
County, 1505 Valle Vista
Blvd, Pekin, at 10 a.m.Noon and 1 p.m.-3 p.m.
• Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2020, U

of I Extension, Peoria
County, 4810 N Sheridan, Peoria, at 10 a.m.Noon.
• Friday, Feb. 21, 2020, U
of I Extension, Mason
County, 127 S High
Street, Havana, at 10
a.m.-Noon.
Pre-registration for private applicator testing is
required. There is no fee to
attend the test-only sessions
and a registration page is
available at http://web.extension.illinois.edu/fmpt/
or you may call University

of Illinois Extension, Fulton County office at 309547-3711 to pre-register.
A list of all statewide applicator training and testing
clinics and a link to registrations are available at http://
web.extension.illinois.edu/
psep/training/private/ .
If you need a reasonable
accommodation to participate in any event listed in
this news release, contact
your local Extension office.

Private Applicator Testonly Sessions Scheduled

eration of their family after
their retirement.
“This is the ninth consecutive year we’ve surveyed
members to gauge their
feelings on key farming issues and concerns,” Guebert
said. “It helps us as leaders

ensure we’re tackling the issues and needs of our members and prioritizing our
resources to the best of our
abilities.”
The annual Illinois Farm
Bureau member survey results provided insight into

their suggested organizational priorities. The survey,
sent to all members who
provided their email address
to the organization, received
over 2,700 responses.

Senior students are invited and encouraged to apply for the Fulton County
Farm Bureau Foundation
(FCFBF) Scholarships.
Applicants must be high
school seniors planning to
continue their education in
an agriculture curriculum
and must be children or dependants of a Fulton County Farm Bureau member.

Applicants can request an
application for the FCFBF
by calling the office at 5473011 or sending an email
request to fultonfb@att.net.
An application is available
on our website (fultoncfb.
org). The application is
available in a digital “fillable” form. That form and
supporting documents must
be returned to our office by

January 20, 2020.
No handwritten or late
applications will be accepted. Please phone our office
at 547-3011 if you have any
questions.  High school seniors and current college
students are encouraged to
investigate available IAA
Foundation
Scholarships
also, by visiting their website
at www.iaafoundation.org.

The Fulton County Farm
Bureau P&E Committee
encourages everyone to give
blood at their American
Red Cross blood drive on
Thursday, January 3rd the
Farm Bureau Building in
Lewistown from 1 to 6pm.
Donating blood means
truly giving the gift of life!
There is a great demand for

blood products during the
Holiday Season, and donors
are greatly needed. Donors
will be treated to Christmas
cookies and candy in the
canteen!
To schedule an appointment to give blood, please
call the Fulton County
Farm Bureau at 547-3011,
or go to http://www.red-

crossblood.org/donatingblood and choose our drive .
Giving blood is simple;
the entire process takes
about one hour. Those wishing to donate blood need to
be in good health, be at least
17 years of age and weigh at
least 110 pounds and have a
photo ID.

Fulton County Farm Bureau
Foundation Scholarships

Farm Bureau sponsors blood drive

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF
ANNUAL MEETING
is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of the
Fulton County Farm Bureau will be held on Monday,
February 10, 2020 at Big Horse Vineyards, Lewistown,
Illinois. Committee reports, financial reports, election
of directors and delegates, and other appropriate
business will be conducted. All members are invited
and encouraged to attend Notice.
Respectfully Submitted,
Julie Serven, Secretary

FCFB President Barry Fisher (far right) is joined by our other 3 Voting Delegates at the IAA Annual Meeting. Next to Barry are Delson
Wilcoxen, Wayne Ridle, and Raymond Porter (past Raymond is a Delegate from Peoria County whom we were seated next to).
A total of 335 Delegates were seated this year, debating legislative and policy issues that will set the direction of the organization in
the coming year. Fulton County Farm Bureau presented a new policy during open resolutions of the Meeting, calling for IDNR to be
required to pay levy and drainage district assessment on farm ground owned by them. The resolution was approved unanimously
by the Delegate body and has been added to the IAA Policy Resolutions book.

Follow us on Facebook “Fulton County Farm Bureau”

HIGHLIGHTS
from the FB Board
E l ai n e Sto n e

November

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of
Directors met in regular session on Thursday,
November 14, 2019, at the Farm Bureau office in Lewistown, starting at 7:15 p.m. pursuant to due notice given. The meeting was
called to order and presided over by President
Barry Fisher. Other board members present
were Wes Strode, Julie Serven, Delson Wilcoxen, Robin Fisher, David Tolley, Rob Janssen, Linda Rock, Bob Vohland, Seth Vohland
and Keely Egelhoff. Leighton Rector was
absent. Also present were Manager Elaine
Stone and Tony Laesch Country manager.
In correspondences we received a thank
you note from Nathan Spangler for sponsoring the Fulton County Fair Calf Scramble.
Thank you notes were received from Sara
Stufflebeam, Emma Gorsuch, Hannah Tindall and Janis Blout for sponsoring the recent
4H awards program.
Barry reported that West Central FS had
a profitable year and patronage will be paid
this year. Tony reported our Illinois Valley
agency was ranked 5th for performance this
year. $42.9 million has been paid to Illinois
Farmers for prevent plant in 2019. Fulton
County Country Financial Rep Steve Butler has received “All American” status for the
30th year!
The minutes from the October meeting
were email and mailed out before the meeting for the board members to read. They were
approved without corrections. Bob discussed
the financial statements, there were no unexpected expenses this month. These were
placed on file for audit.
During the membership report, Wes reported that we made voting quota. In total,
we have 977 Regular Members, 3 Professional Members, 1540 Associates for a total
of 2520 members. The report was approved
as presented.
Committee Reports were presented:
• Young Leaders – Rob reported the Young
Leaders held a “Fill a Ford” food drive at
Hy-Vee, which was very successful.  The

Director
Scoreboard
Barry Fisher
Julie Serven
Bob Vohland
Leighton Rector
Delson Wilcoxen
Wes Strode
Robin Fisher
Keely Egelhoff
Rob Janssen
Linda Rock
David Tolley
Seth Vohland

december

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of
Directors met in regular session on Thursday,
December 12, 2019, at the Farm Bureau office
in Lewistown, starting at 7:00 p.m. pursuant
to due notice given. The meeting was called
to order and presided over by Vice-President
Wes Strode. Other board members present
were Julie Serven, Delson Wilcoxen, Robin
Fisher, David Tolley, Linda Rock, Leighton
Rector, Bob Vohland, Seth Vohland and
Keely Egelhoff. Barry Fisher and Rob Janssen were absent. Also present were Manager
Elaine Stone and Shannon Chenoweth.
In correspondences, we received several
thank you notes from 4-Hers for sponsoring the awards program. The notes were from
Charlee Pittman, Jace Martin, Halee, Henry
Ford, Malachi, and Abby Kemp. .

Shannon reported on Fulton FS’s fiscal
year, income was down from the previous
year. They are trying to get anhydrous on, currently they are running 7 anhydrous rigs, in
the past they only ran 4. There is a report on
the Country agents’ production.
The minutes from the November meeting
were email and mailed out before the meeting for the board members to read. These
were accepted as presented. Bob discussed
the financial statements, there were no unexpected expenses this month. Reports were
placed on file for audit.
Wes gave the Membership Report. In total, we have 981 Regular Members, 7 Professional Members, 1541 Associates for a total
of 2529 members. The report was place on
file.
Committee Reports:
• Young Leaders – There was no report for
this meeting. Rob was absent due to finals work at WIU.
• Ag in the Classroom – In November
Jamie talked about pumpkins and is discussing Christmas trees this month. Four
ladies visited our adopted class while in
Chicago for annual meeting.
• Local Issues –  We discussed some of the
micro talks that board members attended
at annual meeting. The Fulton County
Engineer is resigning after the first of the
year.
• Legislative –  We discussed the new tax
law on vehicles sales in Illinois.
• Marketing – Delson discussed the local
grain and livestock markets.
• Business service – An old water fountain
upstairs was removed; a downstairs toilet
was repaired, and the elevator was recently inspected.
• Promotion and Education – Ideas were
discussed for co-sponsoring with Country
an electronics recycling drive and an Accounting/Business 101 type one day class.
The possibility of “adopting” a stuffed
farm animal to raise money for Ag in the
Classroom was discussed. Ideas were discussed to collect change for Harvest for
All to be donated at Annual Meeting and
other events next year. A coloring contest

idea for grade-schoolers was discussed.
CRP sign up with FSA started Monday
and will continue until February or funds
are used up.
Manager’s Report
No written report was presented this
month. Elaine reminded Directors of a meeting on Wednesday, December 18th at 10am
detailing ARC/PLC meeting & Crop Insurance.   And the ARC/PLC meeting will be
repeated on December 19th at 6pm. Jan 7th
1-6pm at the Farm Bureau Building. Doug
Yoder will present at the December 18th
meeting, but NOT the December 19th.
Old Business:
• IAA Annual Meeting was recapped. Fulton County placed 2nd in the IAA Foundation Trivia. The resolution sessions
were pretty uneventful. Fulton County’s
submission requiring INDR to pay levy
and drainage district assessments was approved unanimously.
• County Annual meeting is February 10th
at Big Horse, the cost per person is set at
$12. Board members were asked to get
door prizes.
• Nominating Committee- Leighton has a
replacement in mind.
• Winter Policy Meetings – keep the same
format as in the past years; one meeting
in Bernadotte and one in Canton. Dates
will be discussed at January meeting.
New Business:
• Alyssa Irwin has been selected to participate in the A LOT program.  Directors
voted to sponsor one third of Alyssa’s
funding, and Fulton FS and WestCentral FS would be asked to sponsor a third
each.
• Program ideas for this winter were talked
about.
• Directors reviewed secretary wages and
membership bonus based on achieving
quota .
• Directors approved a president honorarium for all the extra time he puts in during
the year.
• Directors approved the 2020 holiday
building closure schedule.
The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

Jan. feb. MAR. APRIL May June July Aug Sept. Oct. NOV. DEC.
2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

3
3

3
3
3

3
3
3

3

3
3
3
3

3

3
3
3
3
3
3
3 3
3 3
3
3
3
3
3

3 3
3 3
3 3

No Meeting Held

by

food was donated to the Salvation Army.
• Ag in the Classroom – Jamie has been
talking about soybeans and pumpkins this
month.
• Local Issues – We discussed the LP
shortage that is taking place right now.
• Legislative –   The IL House & Senate
passed a bill to stay on daylight savings
time in 2020.
• Marketing – Delson discussed the local
grain and livestock markets.
• Business service – Nothing new this
month.
• Promotion and Education – Keely discussed changes in the farm programs.
Elaine gave her manager’s report. She enjoyed the two days she spent serving lunches
and snacks to area farmers in October.
Old Business:
• IAA Annual meeting plans were recapped.
• County Annual meeting is February 10,
2020 at Big Horse Winery.
• Winter Policy Development will be
scheduled for late winter.
New Business:
• Leighton Rectors’ second term will be up
at annual meeting; a new board member
will be needed to fill his spot on the board.
• Resolutions for IAA annual meeting were
discussed.
• We received a nomination for the Leo
Sharp Award.
The meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.
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Farm Bureau Office 547-3011

Laura Fisher was the winner of one of two giveaways at the IAA Annual Meeting FarmWeekNow.
com/FarmWeek/RFD Radio Network exhibit. She is shown here with Steven Peters, manager of
advertising for the Network. Laura Fisher won the Stor-Loc portable work bench, a high-quality
product made right here in Illinois by a valued advertiser of the Network! Laura told Steve it
would put to good use by her husband, who happens to be our FCFB President!

Harvey Bros.
starters
generators
alternators

complete farm lines
Delco • Ford • Prestolite • Nippodenso • Mitsubishi • Kubota • Lucas • Onan

Exchange or repair
Same Day Service

Electric Motors
Sales & Service

FAX: 547-2324 Internet address: fultonfb@att.net

24 Hour Turnaround on Most Motor Emergencies

FULTON County Farm Bureau

2181 Grand Ave. - Galesburg, IL

Elaine Stone, Manager
Jamie Butler, Secretary/Bookkeeper, Ag. Literacy Coordinator

309-342-3137

Feathered Friends and Fireplaces

By: Richard Hentschel, Extension Educator, Horticulture; Serving DuPage, Kane
and Kendall Counties. November 04, 2019
blog
best to help our feathered friends through
the winter and tips on firewood for indoor
use. Both projects seem simple enough yet
some level of planning is in order to be sure
all goes well, so starting early is the best way
to go.
Feathered Friends
Feeding the birds needs to start sooner
than you may think. Birds need to know
early on that there will be something to eat
on a regular basis if you want them to hang
around in your yard. Now is the time to get
those feeders up and secured for the winter. To keep waste to a minimum, consider
seed that will more likely attract your favorite birds. This can be more cost effective, as
unwanted seed ends up on the ground or
patio, attracting ground squirrels and other
four-legged critters. Once you choose your

birdseed, you need to have the right kind of
feeder. You may end up with several feeders catering to a variety of birds. While it
is important to start early, be ready to feed
all winter long to truly help our feathered
friends. Of those feeding the birds, few may
think about supplying water too. Consider
birdbaths that have a heating element to
keep them from icing solid so water is available all winter as well.
Firewood & Fireplaces
It may not be critical to have the best firewood to burn in the outdoor fire pit, but it
is a different story for the indoor fireplace.
Choose seasoned firewood, which means
it has been cut and split (for logs over six
inches in diameter), and dried to reduce
moisture content. Clues are a gray color on
the ends of a log and check marks showing
moisture loss. Firewood should be around
20 to 25 percent moisture to burn well and
limit smoke.
As an additional precaution, when stack-

The Fulton County Farm Bureau
office will be closed
December 24th-January 2nd.
Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year all our members!
Defensive driving class March 4th

Illinois State Police Trooper Jason Wilson
will conduct a Defensive Driving course on
Wednesday, March 4th at the Farm Bureau
Building. Start time and charge for the class
are not known at this time.
The class will qualify senior drivers for
preferred rates on some insurance policies.
Anyone interested in the class is asked to
call the Farm Bureau at 547-3011 to put
your name on the registration list. As de-

Upcoming FSA
Crop Certification/Sign Up
Deadlines:
Honey – Bee Hives – 1-2-2020
HOPS & Fruit Trees  - 1/15/2020
CRP Sign Up ends – 2/28/2020
ARC/PLC 2019 Sign up ends – 3/15/2020
ARC/PLC 2020 Sign up ends – 6/30/2020

tails are finalized, we will contact you with
that information and confirm your participation.

ing the firewood next to the outside wall of
the home, be sure to leave a few inches between for good air movement. If you have
purchased your firewood, keep it dry before
you burn it. Make it easier to uncover and
recover or you will find yourself leaving the
cover off and allowing the wood to reabsorb
the water you payed to remove. As a rule, the
heavier the firewood given the same moisture content, the more heat it will provide.
This is something to consider if you have
choices of species when you purchase your
firewood.
A few additional tips: It is never a good
idea to burn “green” wood in the home
fireplace, as it will take heat away from the
room and can add substantially to the creo-

sote buildup in the chimney. Outdoors, it
can make so much smoke you cannot sit
close enough to enjoy the fire. Also, only
bring inside as much firewood as you expect
to burn in one week. This is because it takes
more than a week usually to “thaw out”
any outdoor insects that have decided to
hide out in cracks and crevices on the bark.
Keeping to this rule should keep the insects
from wandering around, and while they are
not likely to do damage indoors, they can be
a nuisance.
Whether you plan to watch the birds in
your yard and/or gather around the fireplace, be sure to plan ahead and make smart
choices to enjoy both activities this coming
winter.

IFB Resolutions An Anchor Through
Challenging Times, by Brian Duncan
The difficult growing season and tumultuous
political
climate of this year
have brought many
challenges to Farm
Bureau’s
farming
members. As these
issues continue to test
the resolve of farmers
throughout the state,
Illinois Farm Bureau’s policymaking process continues to be
the anchor that holds our members together
when political storms brew.
The drive to find solutions for our members is what makes me proud to serve as
IFB’s vice president and chairman of the
IFB Resolutions Committee. The Farm Bureau’s grassroots policymaking process runs
deeply through the veins of this organization, allowing our efforts to rise above the
political fray and overcome partisan loyalties.
Policy allows us to craft fact-based,

thoughtful, proactive solutions to the many
problems we are currently facing in agriculture. The observations, concerns and insight
of members at the local and county levels
give purpose to this committee, enabling us
to advocate for the values our membership
believes in. Proposals addressed at our Resolutions Committee meetings begin at the
county level where members bring attention
to issues facing their farms and families.
From there, county Farm Bureau representatives often help these individuals draft
a policy submittal and enter it into the process. If the proposal has enough support
from fellow members, it reaches our committee where it is then deliberated upon and
prepared for our annual meeting in Chicago.
The importance of discussing these items
cannot be stressed enough as these proposals directly influence our IFB policy book
and allow our organization to best represent
Illinois farmers.
Brian Duncan serves as IFB vice president.

Equip your
combine today!
• John Deere
• Case IH
• New Holland
Contact Your Local Dealer:

George Roberts
309-362-2205

Fulton FS
309-547-2896
West Central FS
1-800-282-5242

“Please support
your local FS. Each
provides funding for
this publication and
other Farm Bureau
activities. Show your
appreciation!”

WHAT’S NEXT:
FINANCE FOCUSED ON THE FUTURE

At West Central FS, Inc. our mission
statement is to bring long term value and
profitability to our patron owners. This is why for the
2020 crop season we are pleased to offer you 0% financing
on both seed and crop protection.*
This FS Agri-Finance program allows you to book your seed and crop protection
needs early and take advantage of prepay discounts without having to write a check.
We hope you will take advantage of this money saving offer.

For more information, contact:
Jennifer M Sparrow
Agri-Finance Specialist
309-221-5620

*Minimum seed purchase required

bringing you what’s next ™
309-343-1600
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MAY YOUR DAYS BE

MERRY & BRIGHT
Wishing you all the joys of the season
and happiness throughout the coming year.

Happy Holidays from FS
Contact Your Local Prairieland FS
Crop Specialist or Visit Our Website
(888) 978-7637
www.prairielandfs.com

bringing you what’s next ™

Your satisfaction is the ultimate reward for our work and it is why we strive to be your local real estate expers.

