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The 104th Annual Meeting of the Ful-
ton County Farm Bureau was held Thurs-
day, February 11th at the Farm Bureau 
Building in Lewistown, IL.  The meeting 
was called to order at 6:30pm by Presi-
dent Barry Fisher, and Rob Janssen led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Julie Serven, Secre-
tary, read the official notice of the meeting 
and then declared by actual count 65 prox-
ies of the delegates were accounted for and 
declared that a quorum was present.  

President Fisher called everyone’s 
attention to the 2020 Annual Meeting 
minutes, printed in the program book-
let.  Robert Vohland, Treasurer, presented 
the financial report in written form in the 
booklet.  Vice-President Wes Strode not-
ed his report on Farm Bureau membership 
was also included in the book. President 
Fisher called attention to the President’s 
report printed in the program booklet.  

He then entertained a motion to accept 
a resolution to accept all of the reports.  
The motion was properly made, seconded, 
and affirmed.  

Retiring director Wes Strode was recog-
nized with a pin and plaque for serving as 
director and Board Vice President.  Retiring 
director Delson Wilcoxen was recognized 
with a pin and plaque for serving as director 
and as Marketing Chair.  They were both 

thanked for their leadership and involve-
ment with Farm Bureau and will be missed.  

Barry asked members to note the schol-
arship recipients for the 2021 Awards, list-
ed in the program book.

Elections then commenced.  Wes 
Strode, Vice-President conducted the elec-
tion of President.  Nominations for Presi-
dent, a one-year term, were accepted. Bar-
ry Fisher was again nominated. A motion 
was made to close nominations and ask 
that a unanimous ballot be cast for Bar-
ry Fisher as President was made.  It was 
properly seconded and carried unanimous-
ly.   

Re-elected president, Barry Fisher, 
continued with the elections.  Nominations 
for four individuals were needed for Di-
rectors to the Fulton County Farm Bureau.  
Both Wes Strode’s and Delson Wilcoxen’s 
second terms were up and due to tenure 
limitations, they were unable to run for 
another term.  Robert Vohland and Keely 
Egelhoff both completed their first 3-year 
term.  They were both eligible to be elect-
ed for an additional 3-year tern and both 
agreed to do so.

There were 4 individuals nominated for 
4 openings on the Board.  Nominations 
were accepted for:  Keely Egelhoff, Robert 
Vohland, Jeff Shelby, and Nicholas Cleer.  

A motion was made asking the Secretary 
to cast a unanimous ballot for those 4.  It 
was properly seconded and carried.

The final election of the evening was 
to name 2 at-large delegates to represent 
Fulton County at the IAA Annual Meeting 
in Chicago.  Nominated were Wes Strode, 
Wayne Ridle, and Raymond Porter. A mo-

New Directors Elected to Board
Two new Directors have been elected to our Board of Directors.  In this is issue, we 

introduce them and welcome them to the Board!  
Nick Cleer farms near Ipava with his wife Kathy, who 

also works for the McDonough County Health Depart-
ment.  They are the parents of daughter Amanda, who 
works at Graham Prompt Care, and son Justin who works 
at Pella.  They have a 14-month old grandson, Ryker.

Nick is a graduate of VIT schools and has an Associates 
Degree in Diesel Mechanics from Spoon River College.  

Nick and Kathy farm with his parents, Richard and 
(also) Kathy, raising corn, beans, wheat and hay.  His wife 
Kathy raises chickens, turkeys, ducks, peacocks, geese 
and guineas.  They also raise pumpkins to sell on the 
Spoon River Scenic Drive.  

They attend Berean Christian Church.  Nick enjoys re-
storing antique tractors, collecting farm toys, and taking 
road trips on his motorcycle.  

Nick says when he was asked by retiring Director Del-
son Wilcoxen to consider running for the position of Di-
rector, he decided that he did want to do it and see what he 
could do for his farm community and the organization.  

Also newly-elected to the Board is Jeff Shelby of 
Farmington.  Jeff and wife Emily are the parents of Noah 
(11), Lane (9), and Jackson (5).  Jeff graduated from 
Lewistown High School and holds an Associates Degree 
from Spoon River College.  He graduated from the Uni-
versity of Illinois C-U with a degree in Agronomy.  He 
is a Pioneer sales rep in North Fulton County and farms 
with the Shelby Family.

Jeff and Emily and the boys attend Northwoods 
Church in Canton.  When he finds the time, Jeff enjoys 
hunting and golfing.  

Jeff says he looks forward to advancing his knowledge 
from the local, state, and national legislative front.  He 
wants to be a part of how Farm Bureau helps farmers and 
play a role in the programs that help them succeed.  

We welcome both Nick and Jeff to the Board.  We ap-
preciate these (and our current) Directors who have agreed to volunteer their valuable 
time to advance and improve the well-being of our farmers and to improve our agriculture 
industry.  

tion was made to close nominations and 
name the top 2 vote getters delegates and 
the next as alternate.  The motion was 
properly seconded and carried.  Delegates 
to the 2021 IAA Annual Meeting are Wes 
Strode and Raymond Porter.   Alternate is 
Wayne Ridle.   The meeting was adjourned 
at 6.48pm.

FCFB Policy Development Virtual Meeting 
Fulton County Farm Bureau members are encouraged to attend  a virtual Policy 

Development &  Issues Discussion on Tuesday, March 23rd.   Staff from Illinois Farm 
Bureau Governmental Affairs and Commodities Division will give a presentation and 
lead the discussion via a Zoom connection.  The Viewpoint Survey will be  presented in 
conjunction with the meeting in a digital survey format .  

 The meeting will begin at 6:30pm.  Please make your reservation for the meeting by 
emailing the Farm Bureau office at fultonfb@att.net. A link will then be provided to 
you for the meeting.  Zoom is a easy to use virtual conferencing application that can be 
loaded to a phone, computer, or tablet.  The link will also provide the ability to dial in 
using a simple teleconferencing option.  Please plan to take part!

Fulton County Farm Bureau Holds Annual Meeting

Nick Cleer

Jeff Shelby

Retiring Farm Bureau directors, Delson Wilcoxen above left, and Wes Strode, below left, 
were recognized with a pin and plaque for their time on the Fulton County Farm Bureau 
Board.



JANUARY BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board 

of Directors met in regular session on 
Thursday, January 14, 2021, at the Farm 
Bureau office in Lewistown starting at 7:00 
p.m. pursuant to due notice given.  The 
meeting was called to order and presid-
ed over by President Barry Fisher.  Other 
board members present were Julie Serven, 
Wes Strode, Robin Fisher, Linda Rock, 
Seth Vohland, Delson Wilcoxen, Levi Por-
ter, Keely Egelhoff, Bob Vohland, David 
Tolley, and Rob Janssen (via Zoom). Also 
present was Manager Elaine Stone.

Correspondences: We received a thank 
you from the Fisher family for the memori-
al given to Fulton County 4-H when Fran-
cis Fisher passed away. 

Affiliate Reports: Jim McNelly Zoomed 
in to report on West Central FS business. 
He stated that they had one of the best falls 
in recent memory. Jim talked about the on-
line procedure to take the private pesticide 
applicator’s test. Farmers that apply their 
own anhydrous must be certified by April 

of 2022.
Secretary’s Report: The minutes from 

the December meeting were email and 
mailed out before the meeting for the board 
members to read. A couple of corrections 
were made. These were placed on file with 
corrections.

Treasurer’s Report: Bob discussed the 
financial statements.  Steve Butler of Coun-
try Financial suggested a couple investment 
options for the organization’s funds.  Elaine 
will check into the Country annuities bal-
ances and discuss with Steve the option of 
moving some into Country Compass ac-
count.  The financial reports were placed on 
file for audit.

Membership Report: In total, we 
have 985 Regular Members, 8 Profession-
al Members, 1513 Associates for a total of 
2506 members

Committee Reports:
Young Leaders – “Fill a Ford Food 

Drive” collected over 400 pounds of food 
for the Saint Mary’s food pantry in Canton.

Ag in the Classroom – Jamie had few 
items to report for the month of Decem-
ber for AITC, except for a couple of Zoom 
meetings. Barry will write to the class in 
January, Julie will write in February and 
Robin will write in March.

Local Issues – Wes discussed a survey 
that IL FB gave to us about Broadband ac-
cess as of December 2019, most of Fulton 
County does not have access. Broadband is 
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a download speed of 25MB and an upload 
speed of 3MB.  Directors voted to conduct 
the broadband survey among our members, 
delivering it with dues notices.  We have 
been in talks with Fulton Co ESDA about 
making up a list of rural individuals that 
would be willing to get the COVID vac-
cine.  Wes also talked about the wind farm 
planned for northern Fulton County and 
into Peoria County.  

Legislative –  Dave reported that IL 
Farm Bureau will conduct the Governmen-
tal Affairs and Legislative Conference via 3 
Zoom meetings on February 16, 17 and 18 
from noon to 1pm each day, covering 3 dif-
ferent topics.  Directors also discussed the 
HB 3653.   Directors were hopeful that the 
Governor would lift some COVID restric-
tions the following day as was anticipated. 
Illinois has a new speaker of the house. 

Marketing – Delson reported on the lo-
cal grain and livestock markets. The grain 
market is up!

Business service – We are going to or-
der the 65” MondoPad for the board room. 
The furnace by the kitchen is not working.  
Elaine has been working with Spoon River 
Mechanical to figure out what is the next 
move.

Promotion and Education – Keely re-
ported that CRP sign up is open.   

Elaine provided a written manager’s re-
port. Kevin Semlow would like to have live 

interactive policy development meetings, 
dates are TBD.

Old Business:
A. County annual meeting director nom-

inations were discussed.  Wes and Delson, 
who’s second terms are up, are working on 
their replacements. 

B. County annual meeting delegate/alter-
nate nominations were discussed.  Directors 
would like to nominate those who were elect-
ed at last year’s County Annual Meeting, due 
to the fact they were not able to participate as 
they normally would this year.  

New Business: 
A. Directors approve the 2021 Fulton 

County Farm Bureau Holiday Schedule. 
B. The Executive Committee will meet to 

discuss the budget on Tuesday, January 26th 
at the Farm Bureau building.

C. Ag Week is March 21-27.  We plan to 
do the Ag Week Baby Basket, and a trivia 
call-in promotion on Q98.1 radio station.

D. A long-term Food Pantry assistance 
program was discussed.  More details need 
to be collected.

E. The Monday Morning Moment Face-
book segment is going to be revamped to fo-
cus on ag commodities each month. 

F. IAA Partnership Grant requests are due 
March 1st.  Elaine will work with the Direc-
tors to develop a list of programs that we 
may request funding assistance for.

The meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m. 

February Board Highlights
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board 

of Directors met in regular session on 
Thursday, February 11, 2021, at the Farm 
Bureau office in Lewistown starting at 7:00 
p.m. pursuant to due notice given.  The 
meeting was called to order and presid-
ed over by President Barry Fisher.  Other 
board members present were Julie Serven, 
Robin Fisher, Linda Rock, Seth Vohland, 
Levi Porter (via Zoom), Keely Egelhoff, 
Bob Vohland, David Tolley, Rob Janssen, 
Jeff Shelby, and Nick Cleer.  Also present 
was Manager Elaine Stone. Tony Laesch 
Country Manager via Zoom. Retired direc-
tor Delson Wilcoxen stayed for the regular 
meeting.

Board members introduced themselves 
to the new board members. 

Correspondences:  There were none 
this month.

Affiliate Reports: Tony Laesch zoomed 
in to report on Country’s performance this 
past year. Twelve of Tony’s thirty-one 
agents qualified for All American. Feb 25th 
at noon crop and farm bill update will be 
given, along with farm and legacy plan-
ning will be discussed. Country will donate 
$2500 to ESDA on Monday thru the Help-
ing Heroes program. 

Barry Fisher is a director on the West 
Central FS board, so he gave an update to-
night.

Election of Officers was the first order 
of business. Bob Vohland was elected Vice 
President.  Keely Egelhoff was elected Sec-
retary.  Linda Rock was elected Treasurer.  

Secretary’s Report: The minutes from 
the January meeting were email and mailed 
out before the meeting for the board mem-
bers to read. A couple of corrections were 

made. These were placed on file with the 
approved corrections.  

Treasurer’s Report: Linda Rock dis-
cussed the financial statements.  Board 
members directed management to continue 
researching investment options. The reports 
were placed on file for audit.

Membership Report: In total, we 
have 986 Regular Members, 8 Profession-
al Members, 1508 Associates for a total of 
2502 members. The report was placed on 
file. 

Committee Reports:
Young Leaders – Since COVID con-

ditions prevented most activities this past 
year, the committee decided to leave offi-
cers the same. Tumbler cups with Young 
Leader logo on them have been purchased. 
The committee plans to do a drawing to 
try to increase engagement and interaction 
within group.

Ag in the Classroom –Jamie is sending 
materials to about half a dozen classrooms 
this month. Julie will write to our Adopted 
Class in February and Robin will write in 
March. 

Local Issues – Directors talked about 
several position changes on the County 
Board

Legislative – 7 Directors participated 
in a Zoom call with Congresswoman Cheri 
Bustos earlier in the week.  

Marketing – Delson reported on the lo-
cal grain and livestock markets. The grain 
market is holding steady!

Business service – Levi reported that a 
new furnace and air conditioner unit was 
put in the lower level (meeting room).  The 
Mondo pad has been ordered, after various 
considerations and assessments of what is 
needed with it.   We will also purchase a 

mic for the center of table to be able to hear 
everyone in the room when conferencing.  

Promotion and Education – The com-
mittee is working on getting information 
for food pantries program. Keely gave up-
dates on USDA programs through FSA and 
NRCS 

Elaine provided a written manager’s re-
port. 

Old Business:
The County Annual Meeting held prior 

to the regular meeting was discussed.   
Ag week Plans were again discussed.  

We are limited on what we can do but we 
will again do the basket for first baby on 
the week. Working on call-in contest with 
Q98.1.  We have started an ad campaign 

this week for the Daytona 500 race. 
Richard and Barry recently took part in 

a District Meeting.  Items discussed were 
crop reporting, responses to Call to Action 
and the Lame Duck session, and the fact 
that AFBF is working on staying more fo-
cused on Ag issues rather than social issues. 

New Business: 
The Budget was approved as presented. 
The IAA Partnership Grant Request was 

approved as presented.   
The FCFB Organization Goals was ap-

proved as presented.  IAA Annual Meeting 
Delegates were approved.  Jeff Shelby will 
be the delegate from the Board.  Bob Voh-
land will be the Alternate from the board

The meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 

Operation Helping Heroes Donation
FCFB is so proud to have helped facilitate a “Operation Helping Heroes” grant for our 

Fulton County Emergency Telephone System Board (ETSB)!
The $2500 donation to Fulton County ETSB is part of COUNTRY Financial’s program 

to support non-profit events and programs that benefit active duty service members, veter-
ans and their families, and more recently, it’s been able to provide support for emergency 
first responders.

The money was presented on February 15th at the Fulton County Government office 
in Lewistown. Taking part (and pictured) are L to R – Country Rep Kory Schmidt (Lew-
istown), – Country Rep Lance Moring (Canton), Fulton County Board Chair Roger Clark, 
FCFB Manager Elaine Stone, and Chris Helle (Fulton County ESDA Director/Fulton 
County 911 Coordinator.  

The project in Fulton County is to equip the drone equipment with a high intensity spot-
light.  The equipment is for the use of all first responder departments within Fulton County. 

COUNTRY Financial initiated Operation Helping Heroes in 2015. In 2020 COUNTRY 
Financial and its financial representatives provided more than $2 million in donations to 
first responders and service members.

BARRY FISHER, President………………………789-6607;  fisherba57@gmail.com
ROBERT VOHLAND,V-Pres………………………..338-2967; vfi33324@yahoo.com
KEELY EGELHOFF, Secretary………………618-535-1891;  KA-egelhoff@wiu.edu
LINDA ROCK, Treasurer...224-1251; 19141 E Shields Chapel Rd Canton, IL 61520
ROB JANSSEN, YL Chair………………………255-4449; rjanssen4498@gmail.com 
JULIE SERVEN, P&E Chair…………………………224-9349; jserven13@gmail.com
ROBIN FISHER, AITC Chair………………………......338-9978; ztcreek@yahoo.com
LEVI PORTER, Business Service Chair………….338-4841; levi.porter2@gmail.com
DAVID TOLLEY, Legislative Chair………………….256-1733; dkjlstol@hotmail.com
SETH VOHLAND………………………………..338-0628; sethv2010@yahoo.com 
JEFF SHELBY………………………………..533-9897; jeff.shelby@plantpioneer.com
NICK CLEER………………………………………... 224-2119; nickc1969@ymail.com



Applications are now available for nurse practitioner scholarships through the 
Illinois Farm Bureau® Rural Nurse Practitioner Scholarship Program. There will 
be 15 scholarships, worth $4,000 each, granted this year.

 The scholarship program, now in its twenty-ninth year, helps encourage and 
develop the pool of rural health practitioners to help meet primary health care 
needs in rural  Illinois. Students who receive scholarships agree to practice for two 
years in an approved rural area in Illinois.

 To be eligible for the scholarship, students must be Illinois residents and be 
a Registered Nurse accepted or enrolled in an accredited Nurse Practitioner Pro-
gram. Funding is provided by the Rural Illinois Medical Student Assistance Pro-
gram.

 Applications are available at county Farm Bureaus® throughout the state, on 
the Rural Illinois Medical Student Assistance Program website at RIMSAP.com, 
or by writing Donna Gallivan, program manager, Illinois Farm Bureau, PO Box 
2901, Bloomington, IL 61702-2901.  Applications are due May 1.

 For additional information, contact Donna Gallivan at 309-557-2350, or via 
email at dgallivan@ilfb.org.

IFB Rural Nursing Scholarship 
Application Now Available

2021 FCFB Foundation Scholarship Winners

Kendra Hartstirn Audrey TarochioneWayde Lane

Max JohnsonJacob Schleich

You’re essential!  We knew the importance that agriculture plays in the success of our 
rural communities and in our entire Country.  During these difficult times we’re living 
through, now everyone is well aware of that. 

And you’re essential to the future of this organization, too.  We need your continued 
support of Fulton County and Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) by renewing your dues.   IFB 
leadership and staff has worked tirelessly the past couple months to ensure protections or 
our farmers, agriculture businesses, and our rural economies.  IFB played a huge role in 
crafting and lobbying for various COVID-relief packages passed by Congress.  We’ve 
worked to ensure assistance to small businesses, food pantries, and education resources.  
We continue to work to make sure your supply chain, transportation, and marketing struc-
tures are protected.  

Members with Regular/Farming classifications, please watch for your dues notice in the 
mail soon.  Please help us continue the work we are doing on behalf of our ag industry and 
rural communities.  Thank you for your continued support,

Barry Fisher, President
Fulton County Farm Bureau

Watch For Regular Member 
Dues Renewal Notices

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Foundation trustees are pleased to announce 
that the Foundation will award scholarships to five young Farm Bureau people.  
Each of them will receive $1500 in a “one-time” award after their first semester 
of college.

Kendra Hartstirn from Spoon River Valley High School, is the daughter of 
Randy and Crista Hartstirn of Fairview.  She plans to start her education for a 
career as a veterinarian at either Iowa State or Augustana. 

Max Johnson will graduate from Lewistown High School.  He is the son of 
Wendy Johnson.  He has not determined where he will attend college, but he is 
considering the University of Illinois, SIUE-C, or Milliken to study entomology.

Wayde Lane is a senior at Cuba High School and is the son of Shawn and 
Teresa Lane. He plans to attend Spoon River College to study Computer Infor-
mation Systems.  

Jacob Schleich is a senior at Spoon River Valley High School and the son 
of Jesse & Lora Schleich.  He plans to attend Illinois State University to study 
Agribusiness Management.

Audrey Tarochione will graduate from Spoon River Valley High School.  She 
is the daughter of Lance and Roberta Tarochione.  She plans to attend Kansas 
State University, majoring in Animal Science to prepare for a career as a beef 
geneticist.  

We are so proud of these Fulton County Farm Bureau kids!  We wish them 
much success in life and the pursuit of their education and careers.

The Foundation scholarships are funded solely through member’s and friend’s 
voluntary contributions.  The Fulton County Farm Bureau Foundation, which is 
a registered and approved 501(c)3, was created to provide scholarships with the 
intentions of helping young people interested in agricultural careers finance their 
educations.  Since its establishment in 1995, it has helped 117 students by provid-
ing over $100,000 in awards to high school seniors planning to work in a career 
to benefit our rural communities.  
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