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A partnership address-
ing water and nutrient 
conservation practices 
showcased results of its 
research and teamwork 
at a Fulton County Field 
Day on Tuesday, July 16th. 
The event was held on the 
farm-ground owned by the 
Metropolitan Water Recla-
mation District of Greater 
Chicago (MWRD) near 
Cuba, Illinois.

“We see this as the seed 

of partnerships, and we 
want to have it established 
as an example of how differ-
ent stakeholders can work 
together,” said Albert Cox, 
MWRD environmental 
monitoring and research 
manager. “We hope to see 
more of this getting estab-
lished down the road.”

Before the collaboration 
between Illinois Farm Bu-
reau, Fulton County Farm 
Bureau, University of Il-

linois Extension, MWRD, 
Illinois Nutrient Research 
and Education Council 
(NREC) and Prairie Re-
search Institute, nutrient 
issues were being addressed 
by individual stakeholders, 
explained Cox. This wasn’t 
very effective.

 “We’re talking about 
what’s happening in farm 
fields but also talking about 
what’s happening in the city 
of Chicago. What we’re see-

ing is some ground truthing 
and peer-reviewed applied 
science that shows that 
these conservation practices 
work,” said Julie Armstrong, 
NREC executive director.

“Individual farmers can 
take any aspect of what they 
saw out here and apply it 
in their field,” said Lauren 
Lurkins, IFB director of 
natural and environmental 
resources. “It doesn’t have to 
be whole-hog; it can be just 
pick one piece and try it.”

The partnership has al-
lowed the involved par-
ties to research cover crops, 
bioreactor improvements, 
drainage water manage-
ment and grass buffers. The 
collaboration provided more 
resources, brain power, and 
consequently, results.

“We, as farmers, can’t do 
this all ourselves; we need to 
build coalitions to work on 
this together,” IFB Presi-
dent Richard Guebert Jr. 
said. “I think for the most 
part, our goal is the same, 
working together is really a 
goal we all have in mind.”

Russ Rasmussen, EPA 
Region 5 senior policy ad-
viser, noted that collabora-
tions like the one in Ful-
ton County allow agencies 

like EPA “to hear from the 
producers directly.” Com-
munication between the 
stakeholders helps them 
understand one another and 
use it to make progress, he 
added.

The partnership, which 
involves MWRD-owned 

farm ground near Cuba, 
has been successful in en-
couraging progress, Cox 
said, because people think 
differently in partnerships. 
“Wherever they thought 
there were problems, they 
will start to see solutions,” 
he said.

Fulton County is among 
those in Illinois who have 
been authorized for emer-
gency haying and grazing 
use of eligible Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) 
acres outside of the Primary 
Nesting Season.

Emergency haying is 
permitted August 2, 2019 
through August 31, 2019 

and emergency grazing is 
permitted August 2, 2019 
through September 30, 
2019.

For stipulations and 
more information or to 
request approval for emer-
gency haying or grazing 
use of CRP acres, contact 
the Fulton County FSA at 
(309)547-2233.

Diverse team embraces ‘Partners in Progress’  

Haying  And Grazing 
CRP In Fulton Co.

Follow us on Facebook “Fulton County Farm Bureau”

Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21.  This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.

Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business.  All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.

Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.

The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators.  Professional Development clock hours provided for participation.  The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers.  The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials.  The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.

Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ .   For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net   or  309-547-3011.

rt

Dr. Olawale Oladeji from Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District of Greater Chicago explains how denitrifying bioreactor 
improvements can be used to remove both nitrogen and 
phosphorus in water from tile-drained fields.

The tour concluded with Dr. Guanglong Tian fromMetropolitan 
Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, who explained 
research using multipurpose riparian grass buffer as an edge 
of field interceptor of nutrients in runoff and drainage from 
farmlands.

:  Fulton County AITC Coordinator Jamie 
Butler and her daughter Adalynn help 
a youngster fill a “Ag Tools of Racing” 
toolbox at the Spoon River Speedway 
on August 17th.  Jamie visited with 
about 50 kids and their parents about 
the importance of agriculture before the 
night of racing.  It was also FCFB Night at 
the Speedway; over 50 complimentary 
passes distributed to members to enjoy 
the night of racing.  The dirt track, 
located near Liverpool, is owned by the 
Denny Family, long-time members of the 
Fulton County Farm Bureau.

At the first stop for the day, Dr. Tian from MWRDGC explained how cover crop inter-seeding for 
early season establishment can reduce nutrient loss from fields during the off-season.
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• New Holland
Contact Your Local Dealer:
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309-362-2205

JuLy
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board 

of Directors met in regular session on Thurs-
day, July 11, 2019, at the Farm Bureau office 
in Lewistown, starting at 7 p.m. pursuant to 
due notice given.  The meeting was called to 
order and presided over by President Barry 
Fisher.  Other board members present were 
Wes Strode, Julie Serven, Leighton Rec-
tor, Delson Wilcoxen, Robin Fisher, Linda 
Rock, David Tolley, Keely Egelhoff, Seth 
Vohland and Bob Vohland. Rob Janssen was 
absent. Also present were Manager Elaine 
Stone, Shannon Chenoweth from Fulton 
FS and Tony Laesch COUNTRY Manager

Correspondence included an invitation to 
an open house at MidWest Grass and For-
age in Macomb on July 24. The YWCA Su-
per-K sent the Fishers a cute thank you for 
allowing them to visit their farm this spring.

In Affiliate Reports, Tony gave a COUN-
TRY update; the agency ranked 9th for pro-
duction company wide.  Sixteen of Tony’s 31 
reps qualified for the All Star trip, which is 
based off of their sales.  The month of May 
had the second-highest number of claims 
turned in for the history of COUNTRY.   

Shannon reported that Fulton FS cus-
tomers had less prevent plant acres than 
they had expected.  The cover crop supply 
is depleted. The company will get all the di-
camba acres sprayed before the July 15th cut 
off date. They have seen some gray leaf spot 
showing up in corn fields.

The minutes from the June meeting were 
emailed and mailed out before the meeting 
for the board members to read. These were 
approved without changes.  Bob discussed 
the financial statements, there were no un-
expected expenses this month.  These were 
placed on file for audit.   

Membership was discussed.  Each board 
member was given a list of regular members 
that have not paid their dues yet and asked 
to contact them to pay. As of this meeting, 
factoring out the unpaid members, we have 
943  Regular Members, and 1578 Associ-
ates for a total of 2521 members. We are 25 
regular members from quota (which must be 
achieved by August 31st).  Directors voted 
to approve the June report, and to accept and 
approve any members who meet our qualifi-
cations before the August 31st deadline.     
Committee Reports:
• Young Leaders – Rob Janssen and Alyssa 

Irwin plan to participate in the District 8 
Discussion meet.

• Promotion and Education – The Ag-
Mazing Race scavenger hunt is Saturday 
at 1pm at the fairgrounds.  The Lewis-
town and Cuba FFA truck and tractor 
pull is Aug 18th.  Directors voted to 

sponsor the pull at the $250 level.
• Ag in the Classroom – Around 125 kids 

participated in the Farm Safety Day 
Camp.  

• Local Issues – Property taxes are due to-
morrow.

• Legislative – The new gas tax has taken 
effect.

• Marketing – Delson discussed the local 
grain and livestock markets.   Tomorrow 
is the Illinois River closure meeting at 
Dickson Mounds at 9am.

• Business service – A new power line has 
been trenched to the pole light at the end 
of sidewalk.

Elaine highlighted her Manager’s report 
and talked about upcoming events. Elaine 
highlighted the Summer Ag Institute that 
took place the end of June.

In Old Business, Directors were remind-

ed of the COUNTRY Agent appreciation 
at the Chief ’s game on Aug 11th. County 
fair plans were discussed. The Nutrient 
Management Field Day scheduled for July 
16th 11am at MWRD was discussed.  The 
Pool party on July 19th at Big Creek Pool in 
Canton was discussed.

In New Business,  Barry reported that he 
participated in the IFB Resolutions com-
mittee the previous day in Bloomington, 
and he gave a recap of the meeting.  Direc-
tors voted to approve the auditing contract 
with Douglas W. Irwin & Co.  Directors 
discussed the Membership Roundup; Easy 
as Pie to be held on July 18th at the Fairview 
sale barn 9am to 3pm.  We are planning a 
Membership prospect dinner at American 
Grille on August 19th. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 

Fulton County educators taking part in the 2019 Summer Ag. Institute were Vanessa Williams 
(second from left), Nancy Williams (3rd from left) and Lisa Welker (4th from left).  Fulton County 
Ag. Literacy Coordinator Jamie Butler is pictured 3rd from right. The group is pictured at the 
Peoria Ag. Lab.”

Fulton County Farm Bureau Directors showed their support of the Fulton County Fair on 
Wednesday, July 24th by working the front gate and the grandstand admissions in the afternoon 
and evening.  Pictured at the front gate are President Barry Fisher, and Directors Seth Vohland, 
Julie Serven, Delson Wilcoxen, and Keely Egelhoff.  

Jolene Neuhauser, IFB staff person with Membership Operations, assisted FCFB Directors in 
signing some new members during the “Membership Roundup; Easy as Pie” promotion at the 
Fairview Sale Barn on July 18th.  The efforts that day, in addition to much hard work by Directors 
throughout the summer, helped us to achieve our VOTING MEMBER QUOTA of 968 Regular 
members by the August 31st deadline.  Quota was 5 more regular members than we had at the 
same time the previous year.

Congresswoman Cheri Bustos visited the Carlberg Dairy Farm near Canton on August 27th.  The 
Congresswoman visited with about two dozen Fulton County Farmers and business people 
while she was traveling her District for the day.  Topics of discussion included broadband access 
expansion, infrastructure, and trade issues.
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stARteRs

GeneRAtoRs
AlteRnAtoRs

ComPlete FARm lInes
Delco • Ford • Prestolite • Nippodenso • Mitsubishi • Kubota • Lucas • Onan

ExchangE or rEpair
Same Day Service

electric Motors
    Sales & Service

24 Hour turnaround on most motor emergencies

309-342-3137
2181 Grand Ave. - Galesburg, Il

teachers educated by 
Farm Bureau sAI

Six educators from Fulton and Mc-
Donough Counties recently took part in the 
Summer Ag. Institute (SAI), sponsored by 
the Fulton County Farm Bureau and the 
McDonough County Farm Bureau.  The 
participating teachers learned of opportuni-
ties to expand their curriculum to include 
topics related to agriculture. The program 
was conducted June 25th-27th and focused 
this year on “Agriculture in Your Backyard”.

The first day of the program kicked off 
at the Fulton County Farm Bureau of-
fice in Lewistown, from where participants 
headed to Peoria to tour the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s National Cen-
ter for Agricultural Utilization Research, 
more commonly known as the “Peoria Ag. 
Lab”. The Lab’s researchers’ most impor-
tant contribution to mankind is inarguably 
their breakthrough with penicillin produc-
tion,  there have been many valuable trials 
conducted and discoveries made in the over 
80 year span.  The original penicillin strain 
could not be cultured in large amounts and 
in the early 1940’s work began in earnest at 
the lab to find a new strain.  It was purely by 

luck that a lady brought in a cantaloupe with 
a strain mold that could be rapidly cultured. 

But there’s more; The super-absorbent 
starch material that is in Huggies diapers 
(and similar products that absorb liquid) 
were developed at the Ag Lab.  Another 
product that was developed is something 
eaten every day when having a salad, but 
don’t know it. The product that is in every 
salad dressing is xantham gum and that came 
from the Ag. Lab as well. Another product 
is one that supported the Korean War effort; 
a plasma extender used when critical blood 
supplies were low.

That afternoon the teachers toured Tri 
Oaks feed Mill in Bushnell, before touring 
the hog farm of Greg and Randall Leigh 
near Avon.  The two stops were a nice “tie-in” 
as the Leighs raise finishing pigs in a con-
tract agreement with Tri Oaks.

The second day featured a tour of Midwest 
Grass and Forage, just outside of Macomb. 
MGF is an independent family owned and 
operated seed retailer in Western Illinois 
with dealers throughout Illinois and Eastern 
Iowa.  They carry a wide range of agricul-
tural and recreational seed and products. The 
team there has over 50 years of agriculture 
experience in agronomics, soil health, and 
pasture management. 

Participants in the 2019 SAI visit with FCFB members Greg Leigh and Randall Leigh at their hog 
finishing barn near Avon.  The father and son partners talked to the group about their relationship 
raising hogs with Tri Oaks Foods.

Anna Vohland, daughter of FCFB members 
Seth and Natalie Vohland of Cuba, took home 
the trophy for second place in the YL Pedal Pull 
at the Fulton County Fair.  Results of the pull 
can be found on our website fultoncfb.org.

FCFB member Sandy Bonney and organizer of 
the “Friends of 4-H” bidding group, has a little 
fun during the Vintage Showmanship Contest 
held before the Fulton County Fair Livestock 
Auction on July 25th.  Sandy bid with FCFB 
Director Linda Rock, spending $2700 on behalf 
of FCFB and WestCentral FS to purchase the 
animals of Carleigh Putman, Marlee Mench, 
Katie Patterson, Weston Tessier, Wyatt Lane, 
and Mason Tessier.  Sandy received the “Most in 
Need of Improvement” Award in her class.

Director and member of the FCFB Promotion and Education Committee Julie Serven is shown 
checking in one of the four teams during the inaugural “AgMazing Race”, held at the Fulton County 
Fairgrounds on July 13th.The winners were TEAM WHITSITT from Lewistown garnering 74 points of 
a possible 100 for gathering items and pictures during the 2 hour scavenger hunt.  We made some 
new friends, earned some money for AITC, and learned a couple things to improve upon for future 
races.  Watch for it next year!

Conservation Farm 
Family of the Year
The Robert and William Vohland fami-

lies are the recipients of the Conservation 
Farm Family of the Year for 2019 awarded 
by the Fulton County SWCD (Soil and 
Water Conservation District).  The District 
honors those who demonstrate a conserva-
tion ethic and dedication to maintaining the 
productivity of the land. Congratulations to 
the Vohland Family!



“Please support 
your local FS. Each 

provides funding for 
this publication and 
other Farm Bureau 

activities. Show your 
appreciation!”

Fulton FS
309-547-2896

West Central FS
1-800-282-5242

309-343-1600

0817-500HC-13221-12/14/2017

To solve the big challenges of tomorrow, 
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing 
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.

#TakeSimpleSteps

Ray Riekena 
Canton  309-647-6180

Steve Butler 
Astoria 309-329-2172

Tony Laesch 
Agency Manager 309-346-8585

Kory Schmidt 
Lewiston 309-547-2241

Walter Brown 
Canton 309-647-6180

Richard Sharpshair 
Canton 309-647-3225

Shelley Postin 
Bushnell 309-772-3003

This is not 
a test plot. 
This is 
MiField.

Bringing you what’s next.™

A16121 ©2016 GROWMARK, Inc.

Introducing MiField™ from Fulton FS.
The new agronomic tool based on the fact that every farmer and every
field is different. Our agronomic team will come to your farm and conduct
applied research on new products and practices, so you can get the
highest profit per acre. Contact your FS Crop Specialist and discover,
“What’s best for my field.”

Lewistown 309-547-2896 & Ipava 309-753-8253

FSSEED.COM

At FS, we’re member owned. That means we spend our time  
developing seed—not marketing gimmicks. It’s why FS InVISION 
and FS HiSOY continue to outperform the competition.  
Make no mistake: other seed companies will keep  
trying to buy your loyalty. But here at FS,  
we prefer to earn it. 

YES, WE HAVE A REWARDS PROGRAM.
IT’S CALLED “HARVEST.”

Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21.  This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.

Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business.  All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.

Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.

The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators.  Professional Development clock hours provided for participation.  The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers.  The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials.  The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.

Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ .   For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net   or  309-547-3011.

www.prairielandfs.com

West Central FS
1-800-282-5242


