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Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21. This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business. All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators. Professional Development clock hours provided for participation. The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ . For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net or 309-547-3011.
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Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom Announces Grants to Counties

BLOOMINGTON-—
The Illinois Agriculture
in the Classroom (AITC)
program is proud
to announce Fulton
County Ag.Literacy Coalition is funded $7790.39
for the 2019-2020 School
Year. Illinois Agriculture in
the Classroom based these
grants to counties off the
2018-2019 year-end reports.
In 2018-2019, the Illinois
AITC program reached
664,534 students with a
message about agriculture.
Additionally, 37,650 teachers and 968 pre-service
teachers learned how to

incorporate agriculture into
their existing curriculum
while meeting state learning
standards.
Kevin Daugherty, Education Director for the Illinois Agriculture in the
Classroom program said,
“Our county level programs
are the biggest strength of
our lAITC efforts. The local contacts provide content
knowledge and easy strategies for teachers to utilize.
The county programs work
to integrate agriculture into
existing classroom curriculum.”
“Our program reached
34 unduplicated educators

Fulton County Ag. Literacy Coordinator Jamie Butler was in
Lewistown 1st grades October 15th talking all about apples.
Pctured is a student of Mrs. Webb’s class taste testing different
apple varieties.

Fulton County Ag. Literacy Coordinator Jamie Butler spent
October 8th with the 3rd, 4th and 5th grade Science classes
at V.I.T. School. They learned all about soybeans and enjoyed
making their own “Bean Babies”! Pictured here are two 4th
graders of Mrs. Schnarr’s class.

and over 700 unduplicated
school students during the
past school year”, says Fulton County Ag. Lit. Coordinator Jamie Butler. “We
have already increased our
scheduled number of visits
this Fall, so I think we’ll be
reaching even MORE kids
this program year!”
County Coalition Grants
are made possible through
funding from the lAA
Foundation, the charitable
arm of the Illinois Farm
Bureau. The lAA Foundation seeks funding partners
and coordinates fundraising events to support Illinois Agriculture in the
Classroom. In addition to
County Coalition Grants,
funds raised support teacher
grants.
Summer Ag Institutes
and resources like Ag Mags
are available to teachers and
students at no cost. “Thanks
to the generosity of our individual and industry contributors, the lAA Foundation is able to award an
all-time high of $667,000
in grants to 81 coalitions
across the state,” said Susan
Moore, Director of the lAA
Foundation. “These funds
help local ag literacy efforts
continue to thrive in both
rural and urban communi-

ties throughout Illinois,” she
continued.
Partner organizations of
the Illinois Agriculture in
the Classroom program include Illinois Farm Bureau,
Facilitating Coordination
in Agricultural Education
(FCAE), University of Illinois Extension, Illinois
Beef Association, Illinois

Com Growers, Illinois Pork
Producers, Illinois Soybean Association, Midwest
Dairy Association, Illinois
Department of Agriculture
and the Association of Soil
and Water Conservation
Districts. In addition, annual donors include many
agribusiness partners and
individuals with an interest

in supporting the future of
agriculture. More information on the lAA Foundation can be found at www.
iaafoundation.org.
For more information on
Agriculture in the Classroom in our county, contact
Jamie Butler at the Fulton
County Farm Bureau office
at 547-3011.

Dan Neenan, director
for the National Education Center for Agricultural
Safety, offers some thoughts
on grain handling safety:
While the best-case scenario is not getting trapped
in a grain bin in the first
place, experience has shown
that the right tools and
training for first responders
can make the difference between life and death. Grain
tubes have become a successful way to rescue people
trapped in grain bins.
“On the family farm, it’s
important for folks to know
the proper procedure for entering a bin,” Neenan says.
“There really don’t need to
be any grain bin engulfments or fatalities if we follow the right procedures.”
Proper procedures, according to Neenan are:

1. No one under age 18 is
allowed to enter the confined space.
2. Lock out and tag out
power to augers, both to
the bin and the sweep
auger; they can’t be running.
3. Do air quality sampling
to be sure there’s enough
oxygen in the bin.
4. Wear a harness and be
tied off at the top of the
bin.
5. Make it a two-person
job. One person enters
and one person stays
outside monitoring the
rope and remaining in
constant contact with
the person inside.
And if you do get
trapped? Neenan says your

first instinct is to fight to
get out. If you can’t do that
and you’re going under, take
off your cap — what almost
every farmer wears — and
put it over your mouth and
nose to keep grain out. “As
you go under grain and get
grain in your nose, your automatic response is to open
your mouth — and then
you have grain in your nose
and your mouth,” he explains. “That’s what causes
fatalities.”
Other rescue personnel
have recommended pulling
your shirt collar (or hem)
up over your face or pulling
a stocking cap down over
your nose and mouth. First
responders have suggested
having a plastic Pepsi soda
crate (they prefer the design
of the Pepsi one) on hand;
it has proven to be a useful
“snow-shoe” type solution
for staying above the grain.
Every farm should create
an emergency plan for what
to do if someone becomes
entrapped!
(This story uses information from an October 8,
2019 Prairie Farmer story
written by Holly Spangler).

Grain Bin Safety; Let’s Discuss!

Corteva Agriscience recently donated a grain rescue tube and auger to the Lewistown Fire Protection District in Lewistown; one of
21 grain rescue tubes donated nationwide. The award was facilitated by Lewistown-area Pioneer dealer Scott Welker. The tubes are
made of six panels that slide into place around the victim. Once inserted, the tube halts the flow of grain and relieves the pressure
on the trapped individual. Without the tube, grain can continue to collapse on the victim as fast as rescuers remove it. Several other
area responders took part in a rescue seminar held the same night that the tube was presented. Area agencies wanting to learn
more about the rescue technique are encouraged to contact Lewistown Fire Chief John Spotloe. Photo credit Lisa Welker.

Follow us on Facebook “Fulton County Farm Bureau”

HIGHLIGHTS
from the FB Board
E l ai n e Sto n e

september

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board
of Directors met in regular session on Thursday, September 12, 2019, at the Farm Bureau office in Lewistown, starting at 7 p.m.
pursuant to due notice given. The meeting
was called to order and presided over by
President Barry Fisher. Other board members present were Wes Strode, Julie Serven,
Leighton Rector, Delson Wilcoxen, Robin
Fisher, Linda Rock, David Tolley, Keely
Egelhoff, Seth Vohland and Bob Vohland.
Rob Janssen was absent. Also present were
Manager Elaine Stone, Shannon Chenoweth from Fulton FS.
In correspondences, we received a thank
you from Marlee Mench, who’s sheep we
bought at the fair. The fair queen contestants
sent a thank you for supporting the pageant
and allowing the use of our building. We
received a letter from Vice President Brian
Duncan asking for our support for his reelection at IAA meeting.
In Affiliate Reports, Shannon reported on
Fulton FS activities. He mentioned that if
you want to use cover crops this fall make
sure and get some on order; supplies are expected to be limited. Barry shared a West
Central FS update.
The minutes from the July meeting were
email and mailed out before the meeting for
the board members to read. These were accepted without changes. Bob discussed the
financial statements. There were no unexpected expenses this month. The treasurer’s
reports for July and August were placed on
file for audit.
For the Membership Report, Wes reported that we made voting quota. In total, we
have 966 Regular Members, 2 Professional
Members, 1534 Associates for a total of
2502 members. Directors voted to approve
the July and August membership reports.
Committee Reports:
• Young Leaders – None this month.
• Ag in the Classroom – There are 40
classes this fall that have shown interest
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in having Jamie come to share ag in the
classroom programs.
• Local Issues – We discussed that two
local power plants will be closing at the
end of 2019.
• Legislative – The Cherri Bustos visit
was highlighted.
• Marketing – Delson discussed the local
grain and livestock markets.
• Business service – A TV was purchased
for the board room, hopefully it will
make the room more user friendly for
Farm Bureau groups, Country and Extension.
• Promotion and Education – Keely has
been working on gathering information
for a pollinator plot. She has also looked
into a time capsule for this year’s crazy
weather/farming season.
Elaine highlighted her Manager’s report
and talked about upcoming events. She has
been working on year end reports. The board
was given a copy of the report and asked to
be thinking of new or revamped programs
for this program year.
Old Business:
• The sale barn membership Round Up
promotion was discussed. 2 members
were signed.
• The county fair livestock auction was
recapped. We spent $2685.43, splitting
that amount with West Central FS to
support local 4H members.
• IAA annual meeting is December 7-10
in Chicago. Directors were encouraged
to attend and were asked to let Elaine
know your plans by the end of September.
• Delson Wilcoxen was elected to be a
delegate at the IAA annual meeting.
• Barry recapped the new presidents’
meeting he attended recently in Bloomington.
• The Country appreciation night at the
Chiefs game went well and was a lot of
fun.
• Our visit with Cheri Bustos at the Carlberg Dairy was recapped.
• The District 8 meeting was the past
Monday.
IFB Vice President Brian
Duncan spoke about a recent trip to the
Texas-Mexican border and the issues involved there.

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

3
3
3
3
3
3
3

• The pool party was well attended in July,
with about 175 members and families attending.
New Business:
• County Annual Meeting is tentatively
set for Monday, February 10, 2020. The
Lewistown Jazz Band will be our entertainment again.
• Resolutions for IAA annual meeting
were discussed.
• Robin will write to our adopted classroom in September and Julie will write
in October.
• Dr Kohl will speak on Friday, February
28, 2020 at SRC Outreach center. We
are co-sponsoring his presentation with
other County Farm Bureaus.
• Directors were asked to be thinking of
winter program ideas.
The meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

October

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of
Directors met in regular session on Thursday,
October 10, 2019, at the Farm Bureau office
in Lewistown, starting at 7 p.m. pursuant to
due notice given. The meeting was called to
order and presided over by President Barry
Fisher. Other board members present were
Wes Strode, Julie Serven, Leighton Rector,
Delson Wilcoxen, Robin Fisher, David Tolley, and Keely Egelhoff. Rob Janssen, Linda
Rock, Bob Vohland and Seth Vohland were
absent. Also present were Manager Elaine
Stone and Jim McNelly West Central FS
Manager.
In correspondences, “Thank you” notes
were received from the Lewistown and
Cuba FFA chapters for sponsoring their
tractor pull this summer. We received notes
from St Germaine students. Congresswoman Cheri Bustos sent a thank you for hosting her at Carlberg’s Dairy. We received a
thank you note from Wyatt Lane for buying
his hog at the fair.
In Affiliate Reports, West Central FS
General Manager Jim McNelly reported
that they had a full bus for the young producers tour in August. West Central FS has
started a bin repair and building division,
having built 2 new bins. West Central FS
made a little over $6 million profit this past
year. Patronage options are being discussed.
Last week 12 WIU students were interviewed for 5 scholarships; the SRC interviews are coming up this month.
The minutes from the September meeting
were email and mailed out before the meeting for the board members to read. They
were accepted without corrections. In the
absence of Treasurer Vohland, Elaine discussed the financial statements. There were
no unexpected expenses this month. Statements were placed on file for audit.

In the Membership Report, Wes reported
that we have 973 Regular Members, 2 Professional Members, 1538 Associates for a
total of 2513 members. Even though we
made quota, for the current month we are
down 21 regular members from this time
last year, and 25 associates.
Committee Reports:
• Young Leaders – None this month.
• Ag in the Classroom – This month Jamie
has been talking about apples in classrooms.
• Local Issues – Nothing to report this
month.
• Legislative – We hope to get our adopted legislator Kelly Burke to come visit
this fall.
• Marketing – Delson discussed the local
grain and livestock markets.
• Business service – None this month.
• Promotion and Education – We are going to provide drinks and desserts at Fiatt and Fairview WGM elevators when
WGM grills sandwiches during harvest.
We received a $1000 Consumer Engagement Grant to be used in the next
year, for a Farm/City mixer-dinner. Scott
Welker through Pioneer/Corteva donated a grain rescue tube to the Lewistown
Fire Department.
Elaine gave her manager’s report. The
end of the year reports were completed last
month, and for next year are changing. This
includes the elimination of the Presidents’
award, which will now be called the “Pinnacle” award. The Liberty Bell award is
staying the same. Committee awards will
be eliminated.
Old Business:
• About Half of the board is planning on
attending IAA Annual Meeting. Numbers are down due to various reasons, including harvest uncertainty.
• County Annual meeting is set for February 10, 2020. Directors were asked to be
thinking of Leo Sharp nominations.
• Directors were asked to be thinking
about program ideas. One suggestion
was to offer a mental health seminar.
• Dr Kohl will be speaking on Feb 28th at
SRC Outreach Center in Macomb.
New Business:
• Nominating Committee gave a report.
Leighton’s second term will be up in
February and he must find a replacement
Director.
• Resolutions for IAA annual meeting
were given to board members to review.
• The reimbursement policy for IAA was
reviewed.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. The
next meeting of the Board of Directors will
be November 14th.
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FCFB Director Leighton Rector pauses for a harvest selfie, spotlighting the new stickers we’ve
had printed up for members. You’re encouraged to stop by the office to pick one up or be on the
lookout for our volunteers dropping some off during harvest!

Equip your
combine today!
• John Deere
• Case IH
• New Holland
Contact Your Local Dealer:

George Roberts

Mental Health is Important, Too! 2019 Young Farmer Committee Sale

“How much more can farmers take?” That’s
a question that’s been asked often this year by
both those in the farming profession, and by
those looking on from the outside (our city
friends and elected officials, for example).
Volatile markets paired with a rainy, wet
spring; a hot, dry summer; a late (and looking
to be wet) harvest season. And just for good
measure, lets add a rain and windstorm or
two, causing extensive damage to area crops.
How much more can farmers take? It’s
a legitimate question and one NONE of us
should ignore. IFB has tried to bring mental
health and wellness discussions to the forefront of conversations in recent years. It’s a
hard topic to address and these are hard conversations to have. It’s a harsh fact, but farmers now have a suicide rate FIVE times that of
our average population. Suicide is of course

the most extreme concern, but farmers, their
spouses and partners, and family members
are suffering from all kinds of stresses that
cause physical health problems, depression,
and carelessness. These conditions need to be
addressed also. Our frustration includes the
fact that not many of us (or none!) are mental
health professionals and we are therefore not
trained to counsel farmers.
That’s a REALLY weighty problem, but
IFB has put some resources together to help
our famers. ANYONE in crisis or struggling
is encouraged to reach out to one of these hotlines: 1-800-FARM-AID or The National
Suicide Prevention Hotline 1-800-273TALK. IFB has a brochure that we’ve shared
on our website. Please go to our website at
fultoncfb.org and go to the “Publications” tab
to see it, or stop by the Farm Bureau office to
pick one up.
Even though few of us have professional
training, there’s something that ALL of us
can do. Be good neighbors, good friends,
good caretakers of each other. One of the
most interesting things heard this fall is a
suggestion to pay attention to your fellow
farmers and reach out to them. Farmers have
a LOT of “down” time waiting during harvest; for the grain cart to catch up to the full
hopper; For the semi to return for the full
grain cart-load; For your turn to unload at the
elevator or river terminal; For your farmer to
stop for supper at the end of the field…..after
one more pass. Every farmer can use some of
that time to call a couple other farmers each
week. You’ve got time in a cab - think about
who you haven’t talked to in a while.
Think about who hasn’t been coming to
church. Who hasn’t started the day with
the coffee group for a while? Who hasn’t
stopped for lunch at the farmer café? Check
in on them, see how they’re doing. Reach out
and reduce the isolation.
Some simple reminders before we move
on to happier topics; -don’t expect someone
who’s depressed to reach out. You have to go
to them.

			Non-Member
Member Price OR
Price
Amount
NUTS & Such
Pecan Halves, 1 pound bag
___ x 10.00 OR _____x 12.00 =_____________
Large Cashews, 1 pound
___ x 11.00		 _____x 12.00 =_____________
Natural Pistachios, 1 pound
____x 9.50		 _____x 11.50 =_____________
CHEESES
2 Pound Farmer Cheese
___x 11.00 OR _____x13.00 =______________
1 Pound Baby Swiss
____x$7.00		_____x$9.00 =______________
1 Pound Cranberry Cheddar
____x 7.00		 _____x_ 9.00 =______________
1 Pound Mild Cheddar
____x 6.00		 _____x_ 8.00 =______________
1 Pound Longhorn
____x 6.00		 _____x 8.00 =______________
1 Pound Calico
____x 6.00		 _____x 8.00 =______________
1 Pound String Cheese
____x 6.00		 _____x 8.00 =______________
1 Pound Blue Cheese Wedges
____x 6.00		 _____x 8.00 =______________
GIFT SETS:
A. Couple’s Delight
10 oz. Mild Cheddar, Swiss Chunk,
			
1/2 Moon Longhorn, 1/2 Moon Calico.
___ x 17.25		 _____x 20.25 =_____________
B. Family Pack		
Mild Cheddar, Swiss Chunk, Calico 1/2 Moon,
			
5 oz. Summer Sausage.
___ x 16.50		 _____x 19.50 =_____________
C. Guest Pleaser		
1/2 Moon Longhorn, Mild Brick Chunk,
			
Mild Cheddar, 12 oz. Summer Sausage.
___ x 18.50		 _____x 21.50 =_____________
D. Taster’s Treat		
10 oz. Mild Cheddar, Swiss Chunk, Gouda,
			
Colby, and Calico 2-5 oz. Summer Sausages.
___ x 22.00		 _____x 25.00 =_____________

		
Total_____________
Payment must accompany order. Orders due by November 8th to Fulton County Farm
Bureau, 15411-A N IL 100 Hwy, Lewistown, IL 61542. Make checks payable to Fulton
County Farm Bureau. Items can be picked up at the Farm Bureau Building on December
8th between 8am and 5:00pm, unless special arrangements are made!
Name___________________Address _________________________________________
Phone __________________Are you a Farm Bureau Member?
-remind people they’re more than the farm
or the cows or whatever.
-know that your job when you’re talking to
someone who’s struggling isn’t to make it per-

YES

NO

fect. It’s to help them see that tomorrow may
not be perfect but it can be better than today.
“Take a deep breath. It’s just a bad day, not
a bad life.”………..

Harvey Bros.
starters
generators
alternators

complete farm lines
Delco • Ford • Prestolite • Nippodenso • Mitsubishi • Kubota • Lucas • Onan

Exchange or repair
Same Day Service

Electric Motors
Sales & Service

24 Hour Turnaround on Most Motor Emergencies

309-342-3137

2181 Grand Ave. - Galesburg, IL

You wouldn’t settle for a seed that underperforms. That’s why your FS Crop Specialist recommends
FS InVISION™ as part of your agronomic plan. Engineered with elite genetics and advanced traits,
FS InVISION is producing yield numbers that challenge the status quo. So reduce your risk and
increase profitability. Talk with your FS Crop Specialist and grow your own way this season.

Fulton FS
309-547-2896
West Central FS
1-800-282-5242

“Please support
your local FS. Each
provides funding for
this publication and
other Farm Bureau
activities. Show your
appreciation!”

2020 West Central FS, Inc.
Agri-Finance Loan Programs

We know farming.
We know financing.
We know you.

0% Seed*
• 0% to December 31, 2020
2018 West Central FS, Inc.
• Effective January 1, 2021, rate changes to Prime + 4.00% variable rate until maturity
Agri-Finance Loan Programs
• March 1, 2021 loan maturity date
• $10,000 Loan Minimum
• FS InVISION™, FS HiSOY®, DEKALB®, Asgrow, AgriGold, Credenz® & NK seed brands
• Seed treatments qualify
• Final seed sales must be equal to or greater than prior year’s seed sales
• Seed cancellations of over 25% are subject to a 6% return fee
0% Crop Protection
• Purchase 50% of your seed needs to qualify
• 0% to December 31, 2020
• Effective January 1, 2021, rate changes to Prime + 4.00% variable rate until maturity
• March 1, 2021 loan maturity date
• $10,000 Loan Minimum
• Only name brand chemicals qualify (no generics)
Input Loans
• All prepay and in-season crop input purchases
• Full term variable rate
Seed Plus Chemical
• 4.25% fixed to December 31, 2020
• Effective January 1, 2021, rate changes to Prime + 4.00% variable rate until maturity
• March 1, 2021 loan maturity date
• $5000 Loan Minimum
• FS InVISION™, FS HiSOY®, DEKALB®, Asgrow, AgriGold, Credenz® & NK seed brands
• Seed treatments qualify
• Only name brand chemicals qualify
*A 0% Seed loan will not be set up until the customer’s seed is invoiced and all returns completed. If the customer’s final
seed purchase does not meet the program requirements, a 0% seed loan will not be set up. If a 0% seed loan is set up
and drawn on and over 25% of the customer’s seed purchase is returned, a 6% return fee will be charged.

Call Us Today!
309-547-2896

For more information contact:

Jennifer Sparrow
fsinvision.com

Agri-Finance Marketing Manager
(309) 221-5620.

309-343-1600

©2019 GROWMARK, Inc. M18284B

Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21. This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business. All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators. Professional Development clock hours provided for participation. The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ . For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net or 309-547-3011.

To solve the big challenges of tomorrow,
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.
Ray Riekena

Canton 309-647-6180

Steve Butler

Astoria 309-329-2172

Tony Laesch

Agency Manager 309-346-8585

www.prairielandfs.com

#TakeSimpleSteps
0817-500HC-13221-12/14/2017

Kory Schmidt

Richard Sharpshair

Walter Brown

Shelley Postin

Lewiston 309-547-2241
Canton 309-647-6180

Canton 309-647-3225

Bushnell 309-772-3003

