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ACTIVATOR Needs Your Support

Krista Gray had the winning duck at the AITC Duck Race.

Duck Race Brings In $600 for AITC

Congratulations to Krista Gray of Lewistown; the winner of the 2020 Duck Race!
Krista’s duck was the first to reach the finish line in the inaugural AITC Duck Race. We
ended up with 85 racing ducks and raised $600 for our program!
Krista received a lovely gift basket of locally-produced items, valued at a total of
$100.
THANK YOU to everyone who purchased a duck, going all the way back to our
County Annual Meeting in February. If you’ll remember, our original plan was to race
the ducks at the pre-Fair Pool Party at Big Creek Park in July. When that was no longer
an option, we pivoted and were hoping for a little rain to make it possible to do the race
in the creek at Big Horse Vineyard at the end of August. When we hadn’t had rain FOR
WEEKS, late one Sunday afternoon at the end of August, we went to plan C and raced
them in a residential swimming pool.
We hope to bring it back next year, bigger and better. We’re sure we’ll be able to do
our next one at a community event and celebrate with our contestants.

GROWMARK Announces
2021 Essay Contest Theme

The theme for the 2021 GROWMARK Essay Contest is: “If you could invent
a new technology to improve agriculture, what would it be?” The contest is open
to all high school FFA members in Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, and
Wisconsin.
This is the 28th year for the program, sponsored by the GROWMARK System
and FS member cooperatives, in conjunction with state FFA leaders, to help young
people develop their writing skills, learn about current issues affecting agriculture,
and understand the unique role of cooperatives.
Students will describe a problem within the agricultural industry, and a creative
way to provide a solution. Students are encouraged to be creative with their ideas,
whether or not the solution they propose is currently possible.
Essays will be submitted online at www.bit.ly/GMKEssay2021. The deadline for
all submissions is midnight Central time on November 6, 2020. Additional program
details have been sent to agriculture teachers and are online at growmark.com.
Each state’s winner earns a $500 award and the winner’s FFA chapter receives a
$300 award. Four runners-up per state each win $125 awards.
The program is offered annually, and many agriculture teachers use it as part of
their class curriculum. Past topics have included sustainability, careers in agriculture,
and the cooperative principles.
About GROWMARK:
GROWMARK is an agricultural cooperative with annual sales of $8.7 billion (FY
2019 data) providing agronomy, energy, facility planning, and logistics products and
services, as well as grain marketing and risk management services throughout North
America. Headquartered in Bloomington, Illinois, GROWMARK owns the FS trademark, which is used by affiliated member cooperatives. More information is available
at growmark.com.

Dear Farm Bureau (Members),
As we get to the closing days of this
election cycle, I want to take the opportunity to ask that each and every one of our
County Farm Bureaus help work to get the
Friends of Agriculture and other endorsed
candidates in open seats elected. The
Illinois Farm Bureau ACTIVATOR® program is a vital part of our political engagement and helps build solid relationships
with candidates seeking election. The
future of agriculture depends on making
sure our Illinois Congressional Delegation
and the Illinois State General Assembly
have “friends” who support agriculture.
The campaign process is never easy
but encouraging our members to vote
for the candidates who are endorsed is
crucial. We need to focus on taking the
candidates seeking re-election who have
been endorsed as Friends of Agriculture
based on their past voting actions and
newly endorsed candidates seeking office
for the first time and getting them elected.
Our actions in support of these endorsed
candidates is paramount to sending a clear
message that we want to see them elected.

We need to work together in delivering the
message to our members that the endorsed
candidates need to be elected.
Please work with ACTIVATOR in
seeing that we support the following
candidates in the upcoming election:
US House of Representatives District
17 Cheri Bustos - Friend of Agriculture.
Illinois State Senate District 47 Jil Tracy
Mid-Term - Friend of Agriculture.
Illinois State House of Representatives
District 93 Norine Hammond – Friend of
Agriculture. 91 Mark Luft – Endorsed.
I would like to thank each and every
one of our County Farm Bureau’s for your
support in working to get these Friend of
Agriculture recipients and endorsed candidates in open seats elected. If you have
any questions, please reach out to me,
Kevin Semlow (309-557-2308 / ksemlow@ilfb.org) or Adam Nielsen (309-5311950 / aneilsen@ilfb.org ).
Sincerely,
Dennis Green Chairperson, Illinois
Farm Bureau ACTIVATOR®
*Letter was edited to include only voter districts within Fulton County.
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September Board Highlights
The Fulton County Farm Bureau
Board of Directors met in regular session
on Thursday, September 10, 2020, at
the Farm Bureau office in Lewistown
starting at 7:00 p.m. pursuant to due
notice given. The meeting was called
to order and presided over by President
Barry Fisher. Other board members
present were Julie Serven, Wes Strode,
Robin Fisher, Linda Rock, Seth Vohland,
Delson Wilcoxen, Keely Egelhoff, David
Tolley, Bob Vohland and Levi Porter.
Rob Janssen was absent. Also present were Manager Elaine Stone, Tony
Laesch and Lance Moring from COUNTRY.
There were no correspondences this
month.
In Affiliate Reports: Barry gave a
quick West Central FS update. For Country, Tony said that the agents’ production
has been good during COVID. Tony introduced our new agent, Lance Moring,
who is currently working out of the Lewistown office and will be transitioning
to Canton in the future. COUNTRY had

6700 non-crop claims from the August
10th windstorm in Iowa and Illinois.
The minutes from the August meeting
were email and mailed out before the
meeting for the board members to read.
Bob discussed the financial statements.
The minutes were approved and the
financial reports placed on file for Audit.
Wes gave the Membership Report.
He noted that we made quota! In total,
we have 967 Regular Members, 7 Professional Members, 1504 Associates for
a total of 2478 members. Report was
approved.
Committee Reports:
Young Leaders – None this month.
Ag in the Classroom – Jamie is
trying to reach classrooms virtually. Our
adopted class at St Germaine has 17
students and they are going to school in
person. Delson and Keely will write to
the class in September.
Local Issues – We are hoping the IL
river opens close to the anticipated date
planned in October. The rails to trails
project in the Farmington area was voted
down at the last county board meeting.
The Fulton County Assessor has been
terminated.
Legislative – David discussed the
upcoming election. September 21st at
9:30am will be the presentation of the
Friend of Ag Award to Norine Hammond.
Marketing – Delson discussed the
local grain and livestock markets.

Business service – Brain Wickert has
been hired to work with Ameren at the
building to upgrade the lights throughout. There are around 375 bulbs in the
building, Ameren has a program right
now to update lights to more efficient
LED bulbs. Our cost for this project
will be $3800 and should save us $1600
a year on our electricity bill. Directors
voted to approved the project.
Promotion and Education – The
Duck Race raised around $600 for the
Ag in the Classroom program; Krista
Gray won the gift basket. WBYS radio
advertising was discussed.
Elaine provided a written manager’s
report. In Old Business, directors were
informed that the IAA Annual Meeting will be virtual and is scheduled
for Saturday, December 5th. Staff and
Delegates will be in person by District

gatherings, observing CDC guidelines,
and will be connected digitally with IAA
leaders and other districts. Members at
large will be able to connect from their
homes if they chose to do so.
In New Business, an IAA board
action report was passed around. Board
members were asked to read the report,
evaluate, and complete a survey. Our
County Annual Meeting was discussed.
No decision was made on how to proceed and the board will decide at our
November meeting. IAA resolutions
have been sent to board members for
us to review. Directors voted to again
engage the firm of Douglas W. Erwin to
complete our audit. Directors voted to
send $200 as a memorial to Jenny Farr.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m.
There will not be an October meeting
due to harvest.

Tree Stand Safety Starts On The Ground
Archery season opened Oct. 1,
and deer hunters are heading to the
woods. Tree stand falls are one of the
most common hunting injuries that can
be prevented with some simple safety
measures such as always wearing a harness and choosing a sturdy tree.
“Shortcuts lead to accidents, and
there’s not a deer out there that’s worth
falling 15 feet to the ground,” says Curt
Sinclair, University of Illinois Extension 4-H natural resources and shooting
sports specialist.
From 2015 to 2019, 90% of all
non-firearm or bow accidents happened
when a hunter fell from an elevated tree
stand, according to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.
Sinclair has taught hunter safety for 30 years and leads the Illinois
4-H Shooting Sports program, which
includes a hunting and outdoor skills
curriculum for youth that emphasizes
safety and responsibility.
Deer hunters use stands, usually
attached 10 to 18 feet up a tree, for a
variety of reasons. The elevated position
allows a clear line of sight over brush
and the angle of projectiles is directed
toward the ground.

“There’s a lot of advantages to being
above the ground, but the biggest disadvantage is you can fall,” Sinclair says.
“Being up in a tree is one of the most
dangerous parts of deer hunting which is
why you can’t learn too much.”
Hunters should pick a tree that is
sturdy and straight with no obvious
signs of disease or damage such hanging
limbs that could fall. Oak trees with a
trunk 8 to 16 inches in diameter are a
good option.
Tree stands are most dangerous
during the installation and take down.
“Whenever you are off the ground,
even if it’s 1 foot, you need to wear a
safety harness that is attached to the
tree,” Sinclair says. “If you don’t have a
harness on and you’re using both hands
to work on something, you’re in a dangerous situation.”
Tree stand safety tips:
Leave enough time, do not install a
stand the day you plan to hunt
Select a sturdy, straight tree with a
trunk 8-16 inches in diameter
Always wear a safety harness
Have a partner
Use a haul line to pull up gear instead
of climbing with it

To help hunters, Sinclair demonstrates how to safely install a ladder
stand, a hang on stand or a climbing

stand in a series of videos available on
YouTube at go.illinois.edu/TreeStandVideos.

University of Illinois Extension 4-H Natural Resources and Shooting Sports Specialist Curt
Sinclair has taught hunter safety for 30 years and leads the Illinois 4-H Shooting Sports
program which includes a hunting and outdoor skills curriculum for youth that emphasizes
safety and responsibility. Sinclair says anytime a hunter is in a tree, they should wear a
safety harness.

Does Your SMV Need Updating?

Does your Slow Moving Vehicle (SMV) emblem look like this? Say it isn’t so! As
you head to the fields this fall, make sure your harvest safety check includes cleaning
and/or updating your SMV. This item is the single most important hazard warning on
your tractor and implements. This recognizable symbol is the first warning to non-farm
motorists that you are travelling at a speed much less than they are.
If you are in need of new or replacement SMV’s, PLEASE call us at 547-3011 and we
will deliver to you!
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Prevent Combine Fires This Harvest

Butler Donates Golf Balls

Steve Butler, COUNTRY Financial® Representative from Astoria, donated golf balls
for the 12th annual South Fulton Football Golf Outing, which was held Sunday, Aug. 9.
Pictured, left to right: Lacey Welch (COUNTRY Financial®), Steve Butler (COUNTRY
Financial®), Drake Heller (SFR football player), Becky Kluthe (COUNTRY Financial®),
Jared Heller (Golf Outing coordinator). Photo by Judy Beaird/Astoria South Fulton

Illinois Valley Agency Country
Welcomes New Representative
Fulton County Farm Bureau, a member
of the IL Valley Agency Country Financial, welcomes Lance Moring to the affiliate family! Lance began with COUNTRY
Financial in June of 2020.
Lance graduated from Olivet Nazarene
University with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Management with a Business Minor. He
then received his graduate degree from
Eastern Illinois University with a Masters
in Administration.
Lance is currently licensed to sell Property/Casualty and Life/Health Insurance in
the state of Illinois. Lance resides in Canton with his wife Jessica and 2 children
and 2 dogs. They enjoy being active in the
community and supporting and enjoying
small town life in Fulton County.
His current office is located in Lewistown, IL. The best way to reach lance is
at direct office line at 309-647-2490. He is
also available anytime by email at Lance.
Moring@countryfinancial.com and also
on Facebook at Facebook.com/moring.
countryfinancial.
Lance’s focus is to provide peace of
mind to his clients in times of peril and
uncertainty, as well as, being an advocate
and supporter of the community and its
local businesses. He plans to accomplish
this through relationship building and
developing a solid foundation of trust.

hot, such as an engine’s muffler and exhaust system.
To prevent a fire in the fuel or hydraulic system, check lines before harvest
and replace any leaking, cracked, or
worn-looking lines. Keep fuel and hydraulic lines away from sources of heat.
“It’s important to perform routine
inspections throughout harvest to ensure
lines are not leaking,” Rudolphi says.
“Never refuel a combine with the engine
running. Turn off the engine and wait 15
minutes to reduce the risk of a spill volatilizing and igniting.”
Combines should be equipped with
at least two readily accessible fire extinguishers that an operator can reach and
use before a fire becomes uncontrollable.
Have additional fire extinguishers in the
tractor, grain cart, and pickup truck.
“Most importantly, have an emergency
plan in place so all employees know what
to do in the event of a combine fire.” In
the event of a fire, turn off the machine
and exit the cab immediately, Rudophi
says. Call 911 before attempting to extinguish the fire and maintain a safe distance
while using the extinguisher.

Supporting The Mental Health of Farmers

Lance Moring
Currently, services offered at Lance
Moring – COUNTRY Financial include
home, auto, life, and health insurance coverage and advisement. They pride themselves on offering a personal touch and
take the time to get to know their clients,
their families, and their overall financial
circumstances so they can provide the best
services that fit their needs. COUNTRY
Financial started in 1925 when the COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company began
selling fire and lightning insurance to
farmers. Shortly after that, crop hail, farm
equipment, auto insurance and financial
advisement were added to their services.

Pork and Pineapple
Stir-Fry
Ingredients:
• 1 can (8 ounces) unsweetened
pineapple chucks, un-drained
• 3 Tbsp. Cornstarch, divided
• 1 Tbsp. plus ½ cup cold water,
divided
• ¾ tsp garlic powder
• 1 pork tenderloin (1 pound) cut
into thin strips
• ½ cup low sodium soy sauce (
Can also use regular soy sauce)
• 3 Tbsp. brown sugar
• ½ tsp ground ginger
• 2 Tbsp. canola oil, divided
• 4 cups fresh broccoli
• I cup fresh baby carrots, cut in
half lengthwise
• 1 small onion, cut into wedges
• Hot cooked rice
Recipe:
1. Drain pineapple, reserving ¼ cup
juice: set aside. In a small bowl,
combine 2 Tbs. cornstarch, 1Tbs.
water, garlic powder and 1Tbs reserved pineapple juice. Pour into
a large resealable bag; add pork.
Seal bag and turn to coat.
2. In a small bowl, combine the
soy sauce, brown sugar, ginger,
remaining water, cornstarch and
reserved pineapple juice until

Combine fires are one of the most
common and expensive types of fire
incidents in production agriculture. They
can also cause substantial setback during
harvest.
“Combine fires often start behind the
operator’s view, so it may be difficult to
easily or quickly extinguish,” says Josie
Rudolphi, University of Illinois Extension associate research scientist. Several
preventative actions can reduce the chance
of fires.
One major cause of combine fires is
the ignition of trash and debris, such as
leaves, chaff, stalks, and other organic
material, that build up around the engine,
exhaust, or other machine parts. When
those get hot during operation, they may
combust.
To prevent a debris fire, frequently
blow debris with a portable leaf blower or
air compressor, Rudolphi says, and inspect
the engine compartment where chaff may
have accumulated around bearings, belts
and other moving parts.
Another potential cause of fires is from
a leak in the combine’s fuel or hydraulic
system. Fuel or hydraulic fluid can ignite
when it comes in contact with something

smooth; set aside.
In a larger skillet or wok over
medium-high heat, stir fry pork
in 1 Tsp canola oil until no longer
pink; remove and keep warm.
4. Stir-fry the broccoli, carrots and
onion in remaining oil until tender. Stir cornstarch mixture and
add to pan. Bring to a boil; cook
and stir for 2 minutes or until
thickened. Add pork and Pineapple; heat through. Serve with rice.
6 servings
Terri’s two cents:
You could add bean sprouts, water chestnuts or any vegetable(s) that you like to
make it even more delicious. I have made
this many times and it is a great go to
meal for a fast week night dinner.
3.

A virtual conference will be held for
mental health providers on Friday, November 6th, from 8:30am-4:30pm. There
is no cost for Peer & Family Peer Support Specialists and a $50 fee for Mental
Health providers. *Mental Health providers are encouraged to contact our office at
547-3011 to receive reimbursement from
the FCFB for taking the course.
This continuing education event will
include education on:
• The unique stress of farmers
• The impact of this stress on their
mental health
• How to effectively support farmers as
part of their practice.
Session Topics will include:
• Historic trends and current challenges
associated with Midwestern agricultural

production
• Stress management in the farming
community
• Providing mental health support to
farmers
• What farmers wish mental health
providers would know
• Connecting with farmers
• The use of Peer Support to serve
farmers and connect them with
community-based resources
The conference is Sponsored by the
Iowa Peer Support & Family Peer Support
Training Program. Registration is available via a link on Iowa State University
Outreach and Extension Website. (Contact us at 547-3011 for the link or contact
Dianne-Brennamen@uiowa.edu 319-3568637.
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