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Farm Safety Day
Camp is June 23
The Fulton County Farm Bureau
and U of I Extension, along with
our Mason County counter-parts,
will hold its annual Farm Safety
Day Camp on Friday, June 23rd, at
the Fulton County Fair Grounds
in Lewistown from 8:30 a.m. to 1
p.m. There is no charge to attend,
but pre-registration is required by
June 1.
Farm Safety Day Camp is for
kids ages 6 and up. Parents are
also encouraged to attend. Lunch
is provided. For a copy of the
registration form, call the Fulton
County Extension Office at 309547-3711. It is also posted on the
Extension website, http://web.extension.illinois.edu/fmpt/ (Click
on 4-H in Fulton or Mason County). Registrations are due by June
1, and can be mailed or brought to
the Fulton County Extension Office, 15411 N IL 100 Hwy, Lewistown IL 61542. A parent signature is required on all registrations.
Youth who are pre-registered by
June 1 will receive a free batteryoperated lantern at the conclusion
of the event.
For more information on Farm
Safety Day Camp, call 309-5473711.

Sheep to Chicago
Fulton County Farm Bureau
(FCFB) Members Robin Fisher
and Barry Fisher visited St. Germaine Parish School (Oak Lawn,
Illinois) on March 15th). The duo
took along two lambs, one a week
old and the other three weeks old.
The farmers talked about their
sheep flock, lambing, marketing
the meat of the lambs, and the use

of the wool.
Through the Illinois Farm Bureau “Adopt A Classroom” program, FCFB has Adopted the
4th Grade at St. Germaine Parish School. In addition to the 24
students in the adopted 4th grade
classroom of Mrs. Carole Scannell,
the entire school of 300 students
and their teachers visited the lambs
once the word travelled that they
were in the building.
FCFB Directors each take a
turn writing to the Adopted Class
monthly, telling about their farms,
their families, and what it is like to
live in rural Illinois and on a farm.
Interested farmers are encouraged
to join the Adopted Classroom
program, and can find out more
by calling the Fulton County Farm
Bureau office at 547-3011.

Our St. Germaine kids learned
about cotton production and how
it tied into our Nation’s history in
observance of George Washington’s
Birthday in February. Fulton County
AITC sent cotton bolls and lesson
plans to the 4th grade classroom.

A huge “Thank You” to all the volunteers helping to make the “Farmer’s Share”
breakfast held on March 25th a huge success! 180 people ate a BIG breakfast
for only 47 cents. The serving line was managed by Fulton FS personnel Faron
Reynolds, JR Smith, and Mark Pedigo, as well as FCFB Directors Wes Strode and
Joe Tolley, and Young Leader member Taryn Mellert.

Fulton County members were among the 300 FFA members from 78
Illinois counties attending the 2017 Illinois Farm Bureau® & Affiliates Youth
Conference, April 10-11 at the Embassy Suites, East Peoria. Pictured (left to
right) are; Christy Mahr, John Lock, Wyatt Lane, Katelyn Eathington, IL FFA
Association President J.C. Campbell, Kaite Barnett, and Shawn Howarter.
“Maximize”, the theme of this year’s conference, offered FFA members in
their junior year of high school a unique opportunity for career and personal
development. The annual two-day conference is sponsored by Illinois Farm
Bureau and its affiliated companies, which include GROWMARK, COUNTRY
Financial, Prairie Farms Dairy and the IAA Credit Union. FCFB Young Leader
Committee provided transportation to and from the conference for our FFA
members, and took the group to lunch at the Burger Barge at the conclusion
of the conference.

Pictured are (left to right): Randy Poskin, IAA District 6 Director; Keith Mellert
of Canton; and Steve Stallman, IAA District 16 Director. Keith was one of 25
participants in the Illinois Farm Bureau® - created “Agricultural Leaders of
Tomorrow” (ALOT), an agricultural leadership development program designed
to give participants a head start on tackling tomorrow’s responsibilities. The
nine-week training program allowed participants to study and develop
leadership skills in the areas of communication, political process, agricultural
economics, and global issues.
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E l ai n e Sto n e

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of
Directors met in regular session on Thursday,
March 9, 2017 at the Farm Bureau office in
Lewistown, starting at 7:00 p.m. pursuant to
due notice given. The meeting was called
to order and presided over by President Bill
Carlberg. Other board members present
were Linda Rock, Wes Strode, Barry Fisher,
Linda Lane, Leighton Rector, Joe Tolley,
Delson Wilcoxen and Robin Fisher. Also
present were Elaine Stone, West Central FS
Manager Jim McNelly, Fulton FS Manager
Mark Pedigo, Country Agency Manager
Mike Weber, District 8 Director Dave Serven, and Judy Howe.
The Invocation was given by Bill Carlberg, who also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
In correspondences, a thank you note was
received from Maggie Lascelles for a Scholarship award.
Affiliate Reports: Jim McNelly commented that West Central FS has recently sent
donations to FFA chapters and AITC affiliates in their trade territory. They also have
recently sponsored Agriculture Leaders of
Tomorrow participants. They are offering
support to Young Leader groups and students at Spoon River College. He reported
that nearly 60 individuals attended a recent
custom applicator training. Mark Pedigo reported that much field work has been done
and NH3 application is all but done. Seed
treatments are being done and some dicamba meetings have been held. The front
office remodeling is done. Mike Weber reported that the Fulton/Peoria/Knox Agency
was recently named Best Agency in our
area. Even though benchmarks continue to
be raised, we are the 3rd highest Property
and Casualty agency, and are first in paid life
apps and first in paid life premiums. Few
spring storms have affected the claims department, but hail storms back in November resulted in significant claims. President
Carlberg noted that Mike was recently
presented with the Lifetime Achievement
Award, the highest honor available. Dave
Serven reported on recent legislation and
discussed the closure of the animal disease
lab in Galesburg. President Carlberg recognized Judy Howe and invited her to make
comments; she declined.
The minutes from the February meeting were mailed and emailed out before
the meeting for the board members to read.
These were accepted as presented. Linda
Rock discussed the financial statements.
These were placed on file for audit.
Elaine gave the Membership Report. In
February, we had five new MM members,
nine new A members, no reinstated MM’s
and three reinstated A’s, four cancelled
MM’s and 10 cancelled A members, and
two members reclassified from A to MM,
for a total membership of 2607 total members. (1019 MM members and 1588 associates.) The membership report was approved.
Officer Elections were held. Wes Strode
is our new Vice President. Other officers
remained unchanged.
Committee Reports were given:
• Young Leaders – Robin reported on the
FFA Acquaintance Day trip to John
Deere Harvester works on February
17th. Jason Mills with 1st Farm Credit sponsored the lunch that day. Cuba
School District “leased” us a bus and
driver for the day. There were nearly 50
participants. The Committee will register and sponsor members from our FFA
chapters for the IFB & Affiliates Youth
Conference in April.
• Women’s Committee –   Linda Lane
reported the group will present an Ag.
Week Baby Basket at Graham Hospital.
• Ag in the Classroom – A February activity report was handed out to board members. Chicken & Noodle Dinner was
Friday, February 24th; we served over
200 dinners and cleared about $1000.
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versary event held at the Fair Grounds
last year. Elaine was directed to add that
question to the survey at the Policy Development meetings.
• County Fair plans were discussed.   Directors decided to continue working the
gate Wednesday night, providing watermelon and water after the auction, having a booth, and purchasing animals during the auction.
• The new PM membership classification
was discussed. Directors voted to table
the decision until the April meeting.
• President Carlberg called for an Executive Session at 8:35pm to discuss the
IAA and County Farm Bureau retirement program.
Executive session ended at 8:50pm. In
further New Business, President Carlberg
noted that another IL Department of Agriculture hearing concerning Memory Lane
Farm has not been rescheduled that he is
aware of. Directors discussed a form letter
concerning Memory Lane Farm that has
been submitted by 19 members. Elaine was
directed to send a letter to those members,
and any members who send a similar letter in the future, on behalf of the Board of
directors. The letter will address Farm Bureau’s current policy on the livestock industry. A similar letter will be sent to the small
number of non-member individuals sending
us the same letter.
The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

April

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of
Directors met in regular session on Thursday,
April 13, 2017 at the Farm Bureau office in
Lewistown, starting at 7:00 p.m. pursuant to
due notice given. The meeting was called
to order and presided over by President Bill
Carlberg. Other board members present
were Linda Rock, Wes Strode, Barry Fisher,
Linda Lane, Joe Tolley, Delson Wilcoxen,
Julie Serven and Robin Fisher. The only
absent director was Leighton Rector. Also
present was Elaine Stone.
The Invocation was given by Bill Carlberg, who also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Correspondences included letters detailing
West Central FS’s two $500 donations to
the Fulton County Farm Bureau Scholarship Foundation and to the Ag In the
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No Meeting Held

from the FB Board

No Meeting Held

HIGHLIGHTS

• Local Issues – Wes had no report.
• Legislative – Joe reported that he and
Jenna, and Bill and Ellie attended the
Governmental Affairs conference and/or
the Legislative Reception March 1-2 in
Springfield.
• Marketing – Barry gave a brief market
update.
• Business service – Leighton had no new
items to discuss.
• Public Relations- Elaine reminded directors to be thinking of “Friends in the
Field” visits for business professionals
to go on farm visits during the planting
season and this summer.
Manager’s Report
Elaine highlighted her Manager’s report
and talked about upcoming dates.
Old Business:
• Directors discussed the upcoming Policy
Development meetings. Plans are to focus on National Legislation, since there
is little movement on legislation in the
State. Ryan Whitehouse (IFB staff ) has
been asked to present at both meetings.
• Directors discussed possible dates to
make our annual trip to Springfield to
visit with lawmakers. We will try for
March 30th.
• The Ag. Week Farmer’s Share Breakfast
on March 25th was discussed. The Canton HyVee has invited us back to do the
“Ask A Farmer” booth. We will request
March 23rd. Barry and Joe will each
take a shift working it.
• Elaine informed the Board that the “Applied for Grant” has been submitted.
• Adopted Class plans were discussed.  We
will try for May 17th. Elaine will check
on that date with St. Germaine School.
New Business:
• Directors discussed the Annual Pool
Party. Tentative date was set for July 21st
• Directors discussed an Agent Appreciation Event. We will try for a late summer meal function
• Directors discussed a summer membership program. This led to a discussion on
possibly changing the format of our Annual Meeting away from the big banquet
night, to a less formal dinner in the summer. This would be similar to the anni-
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Classroom program. Thank you notes were
received from Norine Hammond, ParlinIngersoll Library and Avon Public Library.
Thank you notes were received from St Germaine students for Barry, Robin and Elaine
going to visit the students in March. Barry
Fisher gave a West Central FS update.
The minutes from the March meeting
were mailed and emailed out before the
meeting for the board members to read.
These were accepted as presented. Linda
Rock discussed the financial statements.
These were placed on file for audit.
Wes gave the Membership Report. In
March, we had 4 new MM members, 10
new A members, no reinstated MM’s and
1 reinstated A’s, 3 cancelled MM’s and 10
cancelled A members, and 0 members reclassified from A to MM, for a total membership of 2613 total members. (1022 MM
members and 1591 associates) Wes reported
that our renewals were ahead of where we
were last year at the April Meeting.
Committee Reports Were given:
• Young Leaders – A livestock show clinic
will be held Saturday, June 3 at 9am and
the fair grounds.
• Women’s Committee –  Abby Smith will
be this year’s fair queen candidate for
the Women’s Committee. Farm Safety
Day Camp will be June 23rd at Fulton
County Fair Grounds.
• Ag in the Classroom – Elaine and Tonya
are starting to work on the Summer Ag
Institute, planned for June 13-15.
• Local Issues – Dorms are being built at
Spoon River College.
• Legislative – March 30 was spent visiting with our Legislators in Springfield.
Illinois has about $13 billion in unpaid
bills.
• Marketing – Barry gave a brief market
update.
• Business service – No report this month.
• Public Relations – The board was reminded to work on the “Friends in the
Field” program.
Manager’s Report – Elaine highlighted her
Manager’s report and talked about upcoming dates.
Old Business:
• The new PM membership classification
was discussed. Directors voted to set
PM dues at the same rate as MM dues,
to allow a maximum of 2 PM members
to serve on the Fulton county farm bureau board, that they can serve as officers, but not as President, and that one
PM member can serve as a delegate at
the IAA annual meeting. IAA Legal will
prepare our ByLaw changes to this affect
to be voted on at the next meeting.
• The viewpoint survey answers were reviewed and the members’ comments
were presented as they were written.
• Ag Week Hy-Vee promo went well.
Barry, Joe and Elaine visited with several
people.
• Applied for Grant results were discussed.  
Fulton County Farm Bureau received
$20,000.
• Adopted Class plans were discussed.  
Wednesday, May 17 St. Germaine Students will tour Fairview Sale Barn,
Strode Farm, the Cuba Amish and another stop TBD.
New Business:
• Directors voted to continue the Fulton
County U of I Extension a $5500 contribution and to renew the current building
lease.
• Directors voted to add Peace of Mind
Alert to our member discounts.
• The May Board meeting may be cancelled, depending upon the weather.
The meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m.

We want you to
remain a member!

You are important to us!
If you haven’t
already done so
please renew
your dues as
soon as possible.

We are so pleased to announce the arrival of Ellie Mildred Serven, born to FCFB Director and Board
Secretary Julie (Mellert) Serven and her husband Sam. She arrived March 8th, and is healthy and
beautiful! Congratulations to the Mellert and Serven families. photo credit Sarah Lynch Photography

Canton Chamber/Farm
Bureau Lunch And Learn Ag Week baby welcomed

The first baby of National Ag. Week 2017 born at Graham Hospital in Canton, Paisley Marie, is
pictured here with her parents Carrie Widger and Justin Malott of Vermont.

Fulton County Farm Bureau (FCFB) and
the Canton Area Chamber of Commerce
have teamed up to present a “Lunch and
Learn” series to discuss food and farming issues. The first took place at the American
Grille in Canton on March 22nd at noon.
Holly Spangler, FCFB member, livestock
farmer, and Editor of Prairie Farmer Magazine talked to over a dozen Chamber members about food labeling. Discussion was
held on what exactly does it mean when a
food product carries labels such as “organic”,
“natural”, “locally grown”, and “hormonefree”.
The next lunch and learn is tentatively
scheduled for mid-May. Contact the Fulton
County Farm Bureau or the Canton Area
Chamber of Commerce to learn more about
attending.

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Women’s Committee kicked off their celebration
of Ag. Week (March 18th-25th) by welcoming the first baby born at Graham Hospital
during the week. Paisley Marie Malott was
born at 1:47am on Saturday, March 18th.
She is the daughter of Carrie Widger and
Justin Malott of Vermont and weighed 6

When it comes to new
technology, stewardship is key
By Richard Guebert, Jr., president, Illinois Farm Bureau

Holly Spangler

Livestock Show Clinic to Be Held
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Young
Leader Committee will hold a Showmanship Clinic on Saturday, June 3rd at 9am to
11am at the Fulton County Fairgounds in
Lewistown. The clinic will take place in the
Cattle Show Arena.
Learn showmanship techniques and
pointers on showing swine, cattle, sheep,
goats, and poultry. Animals will be on site

for demonstration purposes and senior 4-H
members will give pointers on preparing
and exhibiting the animals.
Everyone is welcome regardless of age
and/or experience. Participants are asked to
please register by calling the Farm Bureau
office at 547-3011 or emailing to fultonfb@
att.net. Please state which animal/animals
you are interested in learning about.

Equip your
combine today!
• John Deere
• Case IH
• New Holland
Contact Your Local Dealer:

George Roberts
309-362-2205

Come
to

Farmington
Country Manor
to get Back on Track

• Inpatient
• Outpatient

It’s All About You!

Quality of Care
Five Star Rating

HHHHH
Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services

pounds and 11oz. Paisley is their first child.
Paisley and her family were greeted by a
“welcome basket” presented by the Women’s Committee. The basket held two dozen
baby items and products made from or representing agricultural commodities; all to
remind everyone that you can’t have a day
without agriculture!

Encouragement
Commitment

Call or Visit.
Toda y..
309.245.2407 • 701 S. Main Farmington
farmingtoncountrymaor.com

Weeds. They’re one of the more mundane,
yet formidable, challenges farmers face each
year. They represent a key pest to farms
around the world and rob crops of muchneeded nutrients, sunlight and access to
available water.
As farmers, we’re always looking for new
technologies to help manage these toughto-control pests while achieving better harvests, and dicamba may be one of the most
effective tools to do just that.
While dicamba-based herbicides aren’t
new for corn, they are new this year for soybeans, which means it’s time for us to brush
up on the most appropriate stewardship
practices for each individual chemical so we
can ensure these products will be around for
years to come.
As a general farm organization here in Illinois – and as an organization made up of
farmers – I think it’s our job to ensure our
members have the information they need
when it comes to new technology and products.
To do that, we’ve developed a section on
our website, www.ilfb.org/steward, to house
resources intended to help you better under-

stand the new products, and point you in the
right direction when you’re looking for additional information.
You’ll find helpful resources and links to
the products themselves, training and information from universities, as well as articles
and videos from trade publications.
In addition to getting good information
into the hands of the right people, we must
be leaders on this issue. Not only do we
need to be good examples in how we use the
technology ourselves, we need to set good
policy to protect the technology.
That’s why we’ve set policy, actively encouraging farmers to be good stewards of
biotechnology and advocating for proper
understanding and handling of crop protection products. In fact, as many as four different Illinois Farm Bureau policies reference
good stewardship and new technologies!
We’re extremely lucky to have tools available to us to remedy some of the most challenging resistant weeds. But if we don’t do
our part to protect those tools, we’ll again
be faced with pest problems with no solutions.
As farmers, it’s time to step up and do our
part. After all, stewardship is in our hands.

Harvey Bros.
starters
generators
alternators

complete farm lines
Delco • Ford • Prestolite • Nippodenso • Mitsubishi • Kubota • Lucas • Onan

Exchange or repair
Same Day Service

Electric Motors
Sales & Service

24 Hour Turnaround on Most Motor Emergencies

309-342-3137

2181 Grand Ave. - Galesburg, IL
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Fulton FS
309-547-2896
West Central FS
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“Please support
your local FS. Each
provides funding
for this publication
and other Farm
Bureau activities.
Show your
appreciation!”

The legacy

continues.
Standing the test of time means a lot to a farmer.

For 50 years now, FS HiSOY has stood for superior
quality and consistent performance. That’s why
four generations of Turley Farms, and countless
other farm families, choose HiSOY. When you
find something that works, you stick with it.

Faron Reynolds – Lewistown – 309-547-2896
Shannon Chenoweth – Ipava – 309-753-8253
CHASE BAIR – IPAvA – 309-753-8253

Chase Bair – Ipava – 309-753-8253

Boyd Turley

Eldon Turley

Modern Version

Bu

309-343-1600

©2014 GROWMARK, Inc. FS HiSOY is a registered
trademark of GROWMARK, Inc. S14889

Classic Version
Modern Version

“A Sign of
Your Legacy”
Classic Version

Do you know how
valuable
Order your
Gate Sign NOW! you
JUSTare?
$35 EACH

Hang a gate sign of your own. While your sign announces your agriculture legacy you will also help teach
children the importance of farming. You see, a portion of the gate sign fee goes to support the Illinois
Agriculture in the Classroom program. Each sign measures 11”x14”, makes a noteworthy statement and supports
a very important education program. Fill out the form below or call the IAA Foundation at 309-557-2230.
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