From the

Vol. 33, No. 6

PAID

Permit #53
Lewistown, IL
61542

Ground UP

Standard Mail
U.S. Postage

Fulton County Farm Bureau

November/December 2017

“Farm Babe” to Headline Women in
Agriculture Conference; March 16th
Farm women and all those involved in the agriculture industry
should plan to attend the Women
in Agriculture Conference, scheduled for Friday, March 16th at
Jumer’s Casino and Hotel in Moline, Illinois. This conference is a
one day seminar to help women
become empowered in agriculture.
The conference, in its seventh
year, will feature keynote speaker
Michelle Miller, known as the
“Farm Babe”, presenting “Bridging the Gap Between Farmers
and Consumers”. Miller was once
a big city girl and moved to rural Iowa for love. Once there, she
learned that her original thoughts
of modern agriculture were very
inaccurate (based on mainstream
Hollywood media and marketing)
and now enjoys debunking myths
and spreading facts about REAL
Farms from REAL farmers. She
is a writer with a column on Ag-

Daily. She also does international
public speaking and has been featured on channel 9 news in Oklahoma City. She has been featured
in Forbes.
The Women in Agriculture
Conference will begin with registration at 8:00 a.m. The keynote
address will be followed by a variety of breakout sessions that participants may choose among. A
lunch break will be included between the morning and afternoon
breakout sessions.
The Conference will wrap up
around 3:00 pm with Kim Bremmer, a vocal champion of agriculture everywhere she travels, from
the grocery store to the airport,
drawing on her background as a
dairy nutritionist for 15 years. She
is the Wisconsin State Coordinator for Common Ground, a national movement of farm women
who share information about

A basic/beginner marketing
class will be held on Tuesday,
February 27th at the Farm Bureau Building in Lewistown. This
2-hour session is a tutorial on how
to use combinations of marketing
tools.
Great marketing can be the difference between a profit and a loss
in today’s commodity price environment. Do you know which
tools to use to keep your marketing window open to capture upside opportunities while protecting profits from downside risk?
This session will include an entertaining hands-on market simula-

tor game.
“We find that a significant
majority of producers do NOT
REALLY UNDERSTAND the
mechanics of how futures and options really work and are managed
and avoid them due to a lack of
understanding. Lots of seminars
talk about using them, few do a
good job of explaining how to the
novice, says Joe Webel, Market
Advisor with Stewart-Peterson,
who will present the seminar.
The seminar begins at 1pm.
There is no charge, but pre-registration is required by calling 5473011.

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Women’s Committee encourages everyone to give blood at
their American Red Cross blood
drive on Tuesday, January 2nd
at the Farm Bureau Building in
Lewistown from 1 to 6pm.
Donating blood means truly
giving the gift of life! There is a
great demand for blood products
during the Holiday Season, and
donors are greatly needed. Donors will be treated to Christmas
cookies and candy in the canteen!

To schedule an appointment
to give blood, please call the Fulton County Farm Bureau at 5473011, or go to http://www.redcrossblood.org/donating-blood
and choose our drive .
Giving blood is simple; the entire process takes about one hour.
Those wishing to donate blood
need to be in good health, be at
least 17 years of age and weigh at
least 110 pounds and have a photo
ID.

The Young Leaders Committee
invites all members aged 18-30 to
their December meeting on Friday, December 22nd at 6:30 pm.
The group will meet at Big Racks
in Canton for Supper (compliments of the Committee).
Please RSVP to Robin Fisher
(via Facebook) or to the office at
547-3011 by December 19th, so

we have enough seats at the restaurant!
Things that will be covered at
the meeting include Election of
officers, and planning of events &
activities for the coming year. If
you need directions or have any
questions, Robin’s cell is 309-3389978. I hope to see you on December 22nd!

The nuts and bolts of marketing

Farm Bureau Sponsors Blood Drive

Young Leader Chrismas Party

farming and the food we grow,
a regular contributor on Rural
Route radio, and the President of
Wisconsin Women for Agriculture. Kim will inspire participants
to feel confident in answering
consumer questions, telling farming’s story and in sharing enthusiasm for the agriculture industry.
Included in the day is an exhibit
area, with many businesses and
organizations offering materials,
promotional items, and give-away
drawings. The cost of the program
is $50 prior to February 28th,
which will include a breakfast and
a luncheon buffet. as well as a
mid-day snack break. Walk-ins
the day of the conference will be
$100. To register, contact any of
the sponsoring County Farm Bureaus in Illinois, or register online
at womeninagricultureconference.
com.
The Conference is sponsored
by the Bureau, Carroll, Fulton,
Henry, Knox, Lee, Mercer, McDonough, Rock Island, Stark, Stephenson, Warren-Henderson, and
Whiteside County Farm Bureaus
in Illinois as well as Illinois Farm
Bureau, Country Financial, River
Valley Cooperative, University of
Illinois Extension, and Iowa State
University Extension.

FCFB Director Barry Fisher hosted Canton Daily Ledger Editor Deb Robinson
during harvest in late October as part of our “Friends in the Field” ongoing
program. Deb joined Barry for lunch at the Fairview Café before heading out
to visit his cattle and sheep operation, and to take part in harvesting corn.
Throughout the program year, other Directors will be hosting non farming
friends and business associates on their farms, in an effort to bridge the
communication gap between farmers and non-farmers.

Fulton County Farm Bureau
Solar Energy Foundation Scholarships
Senior students are invited and our Facebook page, as well. The
encouraged to apply for the Fulton application is available in a digiMeeting
County Farm Bureau Foundation tal “fillable” form. That form and

Numerous companies are contacting landowners in Fulton
County and the surrounding areas
about solar energy projects. Farmers and landowners are cautioned
to be informed before making any
commitments to any company.
The Fulton, Hancock, McDonough, Schuyler, Warren-Henderson County Farm Bureaus will
host an informational meeting on
Tuesday, January 23rd. The meeting will be held at the Spoon River
College Outreach Center in Macomb at 7 p.m.
Landowners are invited to the
presentation. Garrett Thalgott,
an attorney with the Illinois Agricultural Association Office of
General Counsel, and Rae Payne,
IFB senior director of business
and regulatory affairs, will be presenting information related to the
project. Topics of discussion are
contract law basics, lease terms,
compensation structure, landowner obligations and much more. Everyone who is interested is invited
to attend the meetings.
To register for this event, contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau by calling 547-3011.

(FCFBF) Scholarships.
Applicants must be high school
seniors planning to continue their
education in an agriculture curriculum and must be children or
dependants of a Fulton County
Farm Bureau member. Applicants can request an application
for the FCFBF by calling the office at 547-3011 or sending an
email request to fultonfb@att.net.
An application is available on our
website (fultoncfb.org) and on

supporting documents must be
returned to our office by January
19, 2018.
No handwritten or late applications will be accepted. Please
phone our office at 547-3011 if
you have any questions. High
school seniors and current college
students are encouraged to investigate available IAA Foundation
Scholarships also, by visiting their
website at www.iaafoundation.org.

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF
ANNUAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of the
Fulton County Farm Bureau will be held on Monday,
February 12, 2018 at Big Horse Vineyards, Lewistown,
Illinois. Committee reports, financial reports, election
of directors and delegates, and other appropriate
business will be conducted. All members are invited and
encouraged to attend.
Respectfully Submitted, Julie Serven, Secretary

by

E l ai n e Sto n e

NOVEMBER

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board
of Directors met in regular session on
Thursday, November 9, 2017 at the Farm
Bureau office in Lewistown, starting at
7:00 p.m. pursuant to due notice given. The
meeting was called to order and presided
over by President Bill Carlberg. Other
board members present were Linda Rock,
Wes Strode, Barry Fisher, Linda Lane, Joe
Tolley, Delson Wilcoxen, Leighton Rector
and Robin Fisher. Also present were Manager Elaine Stone, Mike Weber, and Dale
Hadden.
The Invocation was given by Bill Carlberg, who also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
In Correspondences, there were four thank
you notes. A thank you from the family of
Libby Webb for the memorial to the Ipava
Rescue Squad. A thank you note to Hy-Vee
and the Women’s Committee from David
and Janet Bradley for the harvest treats. A
thank you note from Braxton Rock for bidding on his steer at the County Fair. There
was also a request from the Extension Program for a donation to support the Fulton
County 4-H Youth Program to support the
awards program.
In Affiliate Reports, Country Financial
Agency Manager Mike Weber discussed
the status of the company. He will be retiring at the end of the year. Dale Hadden, candidate for Illinois Farm Bureau
Vice-President, made a presentation to the
Board.
The minutes from the September meeting were mailed and emailed out before the
meeting for the board members to read.
These were approved with no corrections.
Linda Rock discussed the financial statements. They were placed on file for audit.
Wes gave the Membership Report, we
made voting quota! We picked up 8 new
members: 2 MM members and 6 AM
members. In total, we are 12 short of where
we were last year. Directors voted to approve the membership report.
In Committee Reports:
• Young Leaders –   The Fulton County
Young Leaders will be recognized for
their efforts at the State Annual meeting.
• Women’s Committee –   Safety Scarecrows were built September 22 and put
up at three local elevators. October 20th
was a pork chop fundraiser to support
breast cancer research. On October
10th for farm safety week, Hy-Vee and
the women’s committee delivered treats
to area farmers, for farm safety week.
• Ag in the Classroom – The trivia night
set for November 10th was canceled due
to lack of teams signed up to participate. There will be a chicken and noodle
fundraiser in early 2018. The That’s My
Pan fundraiser is currently running. An
escape box was developed around ag careers by Farm Bureau and was a big hit
at the Spoon River College career fair.
• Local Issues – Wes discussed the harvest report. The 2017 acres harvested are
slightly behind the 2016 harvest. There
was a Fulton County Board meeting last month which Elaine attended
where they discussed a solar ordinance.
There was a senate hearing on Tuesday
in Springfield where the Department of
Agriculture, EPA, Pork Producers, Farm
Bureau, and environmental groups discussed the Livestock Management Facilities Act.
• Legislative – A harvest emergency was
declared by the governor this past week.
Farmers can go online to apply for
overweight permits, along with talking
to your county and township.
• Marketing – Barry discussed the grain
and livestock markets. They are predicting a record corn yield. They’ve raised

DECEMBER

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board
of Directors met in regular session on
Thursday, December 14, 2017 at the Farm
Bureau office in Lewistown, starting at
6:48 p.m. pursuant to due notice given. The
meeting was called to order and presided

Equip your
combine today!
• John Deere
• Case IH
• New Holland
Contact Your Local Dealer:

George Roberts
309-362-2205
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N o M ee t i ng H e l d

from the FB Board

professionals to invite to your farm this
fall.
• Board members were reminded to write
to our adopted classroom during the
months they chose
New Business:
• Sunday, February 11, we will be doing a
kiddie pedal tractor pull at the WIU Ag
Mech Show
• Monday, February 12, 2018 will be the
Fulton County Farm Bureau Annual
Meeting.
• Bill Carlberg discussed the possibility of downsizing the board , as some
County Farm Bureaus are doing..
• Winter policy development meetings
will be split in two locations again:
Canton and Bernadotte.
• Leo Sharp Award nominations were
discussed. Directors were asked to think
of deserving people who are involved
with agriculture and advocates for the
advancement of agriculture
• Directors reviewed Illinois Agricultural
Association Annual Meeting policies.
Eliminating the suite was discussed, but
no decision was made.
• We are signed up to participate in the
Trivia Night at the Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting.
• Bill and Ellie with host the board on
Thursday December 21st at their home
at 6:00pm.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

N o M ee t i ng H e l d

HIGHLIGHTS

it almost 3 bushels per acre over last
month’s predicted yield.
• Business service – We are waiting on
an updated bid from Kreiling Roofing
Company to repair our roof. Bill Wilhelm has given bid to fix the interior of
the board room, but we are holding off
until the roof problem is fixed. Leighton will look into cost of fixing the current flat roof, or replacing the roof with
a pitched roof.
• Public Relations – The first Friend in
the Field article was reported in today’s
Daily Ledger paper. Barry Fisher had
Deb Robinson, Daily Ledger Editor
out to his farm on Tuesday to experience the harvest and see his sheep.
Elaine highlighted recent events in her
Manager’s report and talked about upcoming dates. She observed Resolutions Committee in Bloomington this week. She distributed resumes from the other candidates
for Illinois Farm Bureau Vice President –
Scott Halpin and Brian Duncan. Bill will
participate in the 2017 Ag Round Table
on Thursday, November 16th at Big Racks
from 12 to 2 pm. There is an Argentina
and Brazil Agriculture tour Jan. 27 – Feb
4, 2018. Contact Illinois Farm Bureau if
you’re interested in attending.
Old Business:
• Program planning was discussed.  
• IAA Annual Meeting Dec 2-5 was discussed.
• Leighton Rector will represent the
board as a delegate at annual meeting.
o November 27 will be the resolutions
meeting
• Sunday afternoon will be the caucuses
• We will go to dinner as a group on Saturday evening
• Directors were asked to be thinking of
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Elaine Stone, Manager; Jamie Butler, Secretary/Bookkeeper;
Tonya Holt, Ag. Literacy Coordinator

FULTON County Farm Bureau

over by President Bill Carlberg. Other
board members present were Linda Rock,
Wes Strode, Barry Fisher, Linda Lane, Joe
Tolley, Delson Wilcoxen, Leighton Rector,
Julie Serven and Robin Fisher. Also present were Manager Elaine Stone, Mike Weber, Jon Voegele and Tony Laesch all from
COUNTRY Financial.
The Invocation was given by Bill Carlberg, who also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Correspondences included “Thank you”
notes from the St Germaine students.
In Affiliate Reports, it was announced
that Country Financial Agency Manager
Mike Weber is retiring after 41 years of
working for COUNTRY. Mike gave an
agency update and introduced Jon and
Tony. Jon gave an update on changes to the
agency, including re-alignment of counties.
Tony introduced himself to the board.
The minutes from the November meeting were mailed and emailed out before the
meeting for the board members to read.
These were accepted as presented. Linda
Rock discussed the financial statements.
Directors placed these on file for audit.
Wes gave the Membership Report.
Member changes for this month include;
2 MM members and 11 AM members. In
total, we have 1014 MM, 1561 AM for a
total of 2575. The report was placed on file.
Committee Reports were given:
• Young Leaders –  Friday, December 22
at 6:30pm is the Young Leader Christmas party.
• Women’s Committee –  A group visited
our adopted class at St Germaine, while
in Chicago for Annual Meeting. January 2 there will be a blood drive at the
Farm Bureau Building.
• Ag in the Classroom – Tonya has been
making the rounds visiting classrooms.
• Local Issues – We have been awarded a
$5000 Nutrient Stewardship Grant.
• Legislative – Joe gave a legislative update. John Spangler is running for Fulton County Board in District 2.
• Marketing – Barry talked about local
grain and livestock markets.
• Business service – We have been given
a quote of $50,000 to put trusses on the
building to fix the leaks. A second contractor will give an estimate for a rubber
roof. No decision on room was made.
• Public Relations – Board members are
asked to deliver popcorn bags to local
schools.
Elaine highlighted her Manager’s report
and talked about upcoming dates. Our
books will be audited in January. The crop
insurance and grain marketing meeting will
be December 20th. A solar power meeting
will be held on January 23rd at 6pm at the
SRC Outreach Center in Macomb this will
be an information only meeting.
Old Business:
• IAA Annual Meeting was recapped.
• County Annual Meeting set for February 12th at Big Horse Vineyard was
discussed. Directors set the charge for
attendees at $12 per plate. Linda Rock
will tenure off the board.
• Leo Sharp Award Nominations were
discussed. Directors were asked to submit nominations before February 1.
• Winter Policy Meetings will be in
March. Dates are not set yet, but will
again be at Bernadotte and Canton.
Kevin Semlow and staff will present at
both meetings.
New Business:
• Springfield Legislative Visit Day is tentatively set for March 28th.
• Directors were asked to suggest winter
program ideas.
• Directors approved the 2018 building
closer schedule.
• WIU Ag Mech Club has asked our
Young Leader group to help to with the
Kiddie Tractor Pull on Sunday, February 11th starting at noon. We will also
have an Ag Safety display outside both
Feb 10 & 11.
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Fulton County Farm Bureau seated four Voting Delegates at the IAA Annual Meeting held the first
weekend of December. Shown here representing FCFB are Leighton Rector, Jim Lock Bill Carlberg,
and David Tolley.
Fulton County Farm Bureau President, Bill Carlberg, accepts a recognition plaque from IFB Vice
President David Erickson for our achievements during 2017. The award was presented during
the 103rd Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting and calls attention to the comprehensive nature
of county Farm Bureau programs. Fulton County Farm Bureau received the following program
awards: Gold for Membership Quota; Silvers for Local Affairs, Communication & Promotion,
Member Relations, Policy Development; and Bronze for Ag Literacy, Commodities & Marketing, and
Health & Safety. Fulton County Farm Bureau is a Group 3 County. Group 3 County Farm Bureaus are
those with 2051-2960 members.

IAA Foundation Offers Scholarships
To Support Agriculture,
Illinois Farm Bureau Families
Agriculture students and Illinois Farm
Bureau® (IFB) members and their children are encouraged to apply for 76 college
scholarships offered by the IAA Foundation, Illinois Farm Bureau’s charitable arm.
The scholarships, ranging from $1,000 to
$7,500 per year, will be awarded in total of
$144,800 for the 2018-2019 school year.
Students may apply for a variety of scholarships, including three IAA Foundation
Top Scholarships, where winners will each
receive $5,000 awards. Another $7,500
award goes to the Illinois Farm Bureau
Legacy of Leadership scholarship winner.
In addition to family scholarships often
established to honor the memory of a loved
one, the IAA Foundation offers scholarships
on behalf of organizations such as Prairie
Farms Dairy and the Illinois Soybean Association.
All applicants must be high school seniors
accepted for enrollment, or students already

enrolled at an accredited college, university or community college. Scholarships are
awarded for exceptional academic ability,
leadership and financial need. Previous winners of an IAA Foundation scholarship are
eligible to apply again.
A full listing of available scholarships,
eligibility guidelines, and application documents are available at the Foundation website, www.iaafoundation.org. Completed
applications must be submitted online by
Feb. 1, 2018.
For more information call the IAA Foundation at 309-557-2230, or e-mail Jessie
Denny, program manager, IAA Foundation,
at jdenny@ilfb.org.
The mission of the IAA Foundation, Illinois Farm Bureau’s charitable arm, is to
fund education, research, and charitable
activities that benefit Illinois farm families
and agriculture.

Prairieland FS Board of Directors has
declared a high level of patronage refunds,
$3.9 million, to be paid out to Farm Bureau
members for 2017 fiscal year purchases. This
year’s patronage payout will be paid 60%
cash and 40% Class E stock.
The company’s performance in the fiscal 2017 was strong as is the balance sheet,
which allows the company to pay out a high
cash percentage.
“The diversification of our coop has allowed us to manage through tough years in
one area while generating profits in another
area,” says Keith Hufendick, Prairieland
FS CEO. “Lower grain prices have caused
farmers to cut back purchases input purchases but the retail side of our business has
shown continued growth this past year.”
Individual rates of payout are determined
by product line and will be similar to last
year’s rates.
Individual checks were processed and
mailed on November 15th. A full breakdown of payment rates will be included with

the check and member’s individual payment
record. Rates may vary for direct transport
load deliveries.
In addition to the patronage, the board
also approved $1,100,000 of stock revolvement to be mailed in March 2018. This
keeps us on a path to stay below a ten year
revolvement. This redemption will be for
one half of the year 2008 outstanding stock.
In addition, patronage eligible customers
will get notice of a Domestic production
deduction (IRS Sect. 199) that they can use
on their 2017 tax return. Prairieland FS is
unable to use it and we are allowed to pass
it thru to our customers. This deduction
may allow our patron to reduce their taxable
income which in turn will reduce their tax
liability. This notice will be mailed in early
December.
Prairieland FS, Inc. is a Federated Cooperative locally owned and controlled, based
in Jacksonville, IL. Prairieland FS proudly
serves patrons in Central and West Central,
Illinois and Northeast Missouri.

FCFB Directors Barry Fisher, Robin Fisher, and Linda Lane accompanied AITC Coordinator Tonya
Holt to a visit with our Adopted 4th Graders at St. Germaine School in Oak Lawn while in Chicago
for Annual Meeting. The group answered various farming and country living questions from the
students and had a wonderful visit.

Prairieland FS declares patronage

Product							Patronage Rate
Dieselex Tank Wagon 						$.05 per Gallon
#1 and #2 Fuel Tank Wagon					
$.02 per Gallon
Transport #2 fuel and Dieselex					
$.01 per Gallon
it
is
V
Dry Fertilizer (excluding Urea) and
NH3
				
$10.00 per Ton
r
o
ll
a
C
.
..
y
Urea and Nitrogen						
$ 3.00 per Ton
a
d
o
T
Seed Corn and Seed Beans
				
5.0%
N-Serve							2.0%
Chemicals							2.0%
Service Income							1.0%

Fulton County Farm Bureau was recognized as one of the CFB’s submitting possible Policy
Resolution’s during the IAA Annual Meeting. FCFB sponsored a resolution, brought to our Board
by a member at large, concerning the handling of blanket easements from utility companies. The
resolution was adopted as presented and is now included in the IAA Policy Book to be used towards
future legislative efforts.

Harvey Bros.
starters
generators
alternators

complete farm lines
Delco • Ford • Prestolite • Nippodenso • Mitsubishi • Kubota • Lucas • Onan

Exchange or repair
Same Day Service

Electric Motors
Sales & Service

24 Hour Turnaround on Most Motor Emergencies

309-342-3137

2181 Grand Ave. - Galesburg, IL

Fulton FS
309-547-2896
West Central FS
1-800-282-5242

“Please support
your local FS. Each
provides funding for
this publication and
other Farm Bureau
activities. Show your
appreciation!”

Wishing you
the warmest
greetings this
season!
Warmest thoughts and best wishes for a
wonderful holiday and a very Happy New Year
from your friends at Fulton FS, Inc.
LEWISTOWN

IPAVA

IPAVA

Faron Reynolds

Shannon Chenoweth
CCA/CCS

Crop Specialist

309-547-2896 – office
309-338-7338 – mobile

309-753-8253 – office
309-338-3120 – mobile

309-753-8253 – office
309-338-1532 – mobile

CCA/CCS

Chase Bair

Sending you peace, joy and
happiness this holiday season.
Happy Holidays! From Your
Team at FS.

<MC Logo>
<MC Salesman>
Happy Holidays from West Central FS
<MC
Address>
1445 Monmouth Blvd
<MC
City>, <MC
State>, <MC Zip>
Galesburg,
IL 61401
<MC
Phone>
309-343-1600
<MC
Website
www.westcentralfs.com

www.fssystem.com

309-343-1600

©2017 GROWMARK, Inc. A17025E

©2016 GROWMARK, Inc A14067

Deliver a load of corn or soybeans to a local elevator or river terminal and designate Spoon River Pregnancy Center as the seller.
Proceeds bypass federal, state and self-employment taxes and go
directly to the SRPC, where they can use it to help families and
children in our community.
Grain gifts should come from unsold crop inventory. Upon delivery, list SRPC as the seller Make SRPC the only seller, not as a
split off of your settlement sheet.

To solve the big challenges of tomorrow,
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.

Participating grain elevators: WGM, ADM, Russell Grain,

Ray Riekena
Canton

Akron Services Ag-Land FS Don’t see your grain marketing facility listed? Let us know and we’ll add them!

Kory Schmidt
Lewistown

For more information call the center at 309-435-7130 or
Brett Chatterton 309-255-2766 orBill Shoop 309- 224-0295.

309-647-6180

309-547-2241

Mike Weber
Agency Manager
309-686-7050

#TakeSimpleSteps
0817-500HC-04375-10/6/2017

Richard Sharpshair
Canton

Walter Brown
Canton

Steve Butler
Astoria

Shelley Postin
Bushnell

309-647-3225

309-329-2172

309-647-6180

309-772-3003

