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Private applicator test-only sessions scheduled
Farmer’s wishing to apply 

restricted-use pesticides to 
property that they own or 
control in the production of 
an agricultural commodity 
must be certified as private 
applicators in the state of Il-
linois. 

Test-only sessions are 
scheduled for:
•	 Tues.,	Jan.	22,	2019	(two	

sessions),	U	of	 I	Exten-
sion,	 Tazewell	 County,	
1505	 Valle	 Vista	 Blvd,	
Pekin,	 at	 9	 a.m.-Noon	
and	1	p.m.-4	p.m.

•	 Mon.,	 Feb.	 4,	 2019,	 U	
of	 I	 Extension,	 Peoria	
County,	 4810	 N	 Sheri-
dan,	 Peoria,	 at	 10	 a.m.-
Noon.

•	 Tues.,	Feb.	5,	2019,	
U	 of	 I	 Extension,	 Mason	
County,	 127	S	High	Street,	
Havana,	at	10	a.m.-Noon.

Pre-registration for pri-
vate applicator testing is 
required. There is no fee to 
attend the test-only ses-
sions and a registration page 
is available at http://web.
extension.illinois.edu/fmpt/	
or	 you	 may	 call	 University	
of	Illinois	Extension,	Fulton	

County	 office	 at	 309-547-
3711	to	pre-register.

A list of all statewide ap-
plicator training and testing 
clinics and a link to registra-
tions are available at http://
web.extension.illinois.edu/
psep/training/private/ . 

If you need a reasonable 
accommodation to partici-
pate in any event listed in 
this	 news	 release,	 contact	
your	local	Extension	office.

Illinois Farm Bureau members set policy during annual meeting
Delegates and members 

attending	 the	103rd	 Illinois	
Farm	Bureau	(IFB)	Annual	
Meeting	 capped	 a	 frustrat-
ing year with some good 
news:	U.S.	President	Donald	
Trump	 and	 Chinese	 Presi-
dent	 Xi	 Jingping	 agreed	 to	
a ceasefire in their escalating 
trade war. 

Trump agreed not to raise 
tariffs further while trade 
negotiations continue while 
Xi agreed to purchase more 
U.S.	agricultural,	energy	and	
other	products	from	the	U.S.

But	 the	 armistice	 wasn’t	
the only highlight for the 
more	 than	 1,820	 members,	
staff	 and	 affiliates	 who	 at-
tended the meeting. 

In addition to the op-
portunity to listen to key-
note	 speaker	Captain	Mark	
Kelly and receive county 
and	 Young	 Leader	 awards,	
members also enjoyed a visit 
from	 U.S.	 Department	 of	
Agriculture	Secretary	Sonny	
Perdue and set policy for the 
coming year. 

“I certainly think one of 
the highlights of this year’s 
meeting	was	Secretary	Son-
ny Perdue’s presence and his 
comments to our delegates 

about	 trade,”	 said	 Richard	
Guebert	 Jr.,	 president,	 IFB.	
“We were very fortunate 
because he wanted to have 
lunch with a small group of 
our leaders – members who 
grow different types of com-
modities – and they all had 
an opportunity to ask their 
questions and talk about 
what’s most important to 
them.”

Perdue,	 who	 was	 ap-
pointed	 Secretary	 of	 Agri-
culture	 in	2017,	 encouraged	
IFB	members	 to	work	with	
Congressional	 leaders	 to	
urge	them	to	ratify	the	U.S.-
Mexico-Canada	trade	agree-
ment	and	pass	the	2018	farm	
bill. 

“I always appreciate how 
sincere and informative the 
Secretary	is	when	he	speaks	
to	our	leaders	and	members,”	
Guebert	said.	“He	knows	the	
issues and he doesn’t hesitate 
to answer any farmer’s ques-
tions,	and	I	certainly	appre-
ciate	that.”

Voting	 delegates	 for	 the	
meeting,	 totaling	 343,	 also	
debated and decided on 
policy for the coming year. 
While a full range of topics 
were	 discussed,	 issues	 in-

cluding	 the	 motor	 fuel	 tax,	
recreational marijuana and 
school security occupied the 
majority of delegates’ time. 

“There was a submit-
tal	 that	 the	 organization	
should not have an opposed 
position to that; that was 
debated quite a bit by the 
delegate body and at the end 
of	 the	day,	what	was	put	 in	
place	for	our	policy	book,	is	
that we would maintain an 
opposed position to recre-
ational	cannabis,”	said	Mark	
Gebhards,	executive	director,	
Governmental Affairs and 
Commodities,	 IFB.	 “In	 the	
event	 that	 it	 is	 legalized	 as	
we move forward with this 
next	legislative	session,	then	
the delegate body wants to 
make sure that it is regulated 
and	taxed	accordingly.”

Delegates also discussed 
policy which provided sup-
port for the medicinal mari-
juana	industry,	which	is	cur-
rently being reviewed in a 
pilot program in Illinois. 

“Another issue as our 
state continues to try to get 
a handle on its fiscal situa-
tion	 is	 the	 motor	 fuel	 tax,”	
Gebhards said. “Our motor 
fuel	tax	here	in	Illinois	hasn’t	

Farm Bureau Sponsors Blood Drive 

Leo Sharp nominations sought

Fulton County Farm Bureau 
Foundation Scholarships

The	Fulton	County	Farm	
Bureau	 Women’s	 Commit-
tee encourages everyone to 
give blood at their American 
Red	 Cross	 blood	 drive	 on	
Thursday,	January	3rd	at	the	
Farm	 Bureau	 Building	 in	
Lewistown	from	1	to	6pm.	

Donating blood means 
truly giving the gift of life!  
There is a great demand for 
blood products during the 
Holiday	Season,	and	donors	
are greatly needed.  Donors 
will	be	treated	to	Christmas	
cookies and candy in the 

canteen!
To schedule an appoint-

ment	 to	 give	 blood,	 please	
call	 the	 Fulton	 County	
Farm	 Bureau	 at	 547-3011,	
or go to  http://www.red-
crossblood.org/donating-
blood and choose our drive.  

Giving blood is simple; 
the entire process takes 
about one hour.  Those wish-
ing to donate blood need to 
be	in	good	health,	be	at	least	
17	years	of	age	and	weigh	at	
least	110	pounds	and	have	a	
photo ID.

Nominations	 are	 being	
accepted	 for	 the	 2019	 Leo	
Sharp	 Agricultural	 Service	
Award.  The award will be 
given	at	the	County	Annual	
Meeting	in	February.	A	sin-
gle-page typed nomination 
stating the qualifications of 
the nominee is requested.

Recipients	 are	 those	 in-
dividuals who have made 
significant contributions to 
rural	 life	 in	 Fulton	County,	
have gone above and beyond 
to	 assist	 producers,	 and/or	
have advanced the agricul-

ture	industry.		Nominees	are	
to be those in other profes-
sions from production agri-
culture.

The nomination should be 
submitted	 to	 the	Farm	Bu-
reau	 office	 before	Thursday,	
January	3rd.	 	Last	year’s	re-
cipient	was	retiring	Country	
Financial	 Agency	 Manager	
Mike	Webber.

The award is named in 
honor	of	Mr.	Sharp,	a	long-
time	 University	 of	 Illinois	
Extension	 Advisor	 in	 the	
Fulton	County	office.		

Senior	 students	 are	 in-
vited and encouraged to ap-
ply	 for	 the	 Fulton	 County	
Farm	 Bureau	 Foundation	
(FCFBF)	Scholarships.

Applicants must be high 
school seniors planning to 
continue their education in 
an agriculture curriculum 
and must be children or de-
pendants	of	a	Fulton	County	
Farm	Bureau	member.		Ap-
plicants can request an ap-
plication	 for	 the	 FCFBF	
by	calling	the	office	at	547-
3011	 or	 sending	 an	 email	
request to fultonfb@att.net. 
An application is available 
on	 our	 website	 (fultoncfb.

org) and on our Facebook 
page,	 as	 well.	 	The	 applica-
tion is available in a digital 
“fillable”	 form.	 	 That	 form	
and supporting documents 
must be returned to our of-
fice	by	January	18,	2019.

No	 handwritten	 or	 late	
applications will be accept-
ed.		Please	phone	our	office	
at	547-3011	if	you	have	any	
questions.	 	High	 school	 se-
niors and current college 
students are encouraged to 
investigate available IAA 
Foundation	 Scholarships	
also,	by	visiting	their	website	
at www.iaafoundation.org.

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF
ANNUAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting 
of the Fulton County Farm Bureau will be held on 

Monday, February 11, 2019 at Big Horse Vineyards, 
Lewistown, Illinois.  Committee reports, financial 
reports, election of directors and delegates, and 

other appropriate business will be conducted.  All 
members are invited and encouraged to attend.    

Respectfully Submitted, Julie Serven, Secretary

Fulton	County	Farm	Bureau’s	(FCFB)	Summer	Ag.	Institute	(SAI)	is	scheduled	for	June	19,	20,	and	21.		This	summer’s	topic	is	“Niche	Farming/Specialty	Crops”	and	includes	incredible	field	trips,	as	well	as	classroom	and	hands-on	instruction.

Field	trips	are	expected	to	include	the	hops	farm,	a	lavender	farm,	an	egg	farm,	beekeeping,	apple	orchard,	CSA	(community	supported	agriculture),	a	nursery/greenhouse,	a	reindeer	farm,	and	a	seed	distribution	and	treatment	business.		All	will	be	within	Fulton	and	McDonough	Counties.

Participants	will	also	meet	staff	from	Illinois	Ag	in	the	Classroom	and	commodity	groups,	will	receive	resources	and	activities	for	the	classroom,	and	will	learn	about	the	surprising	diversity	of	specialty	crops	and	products	in	our	area.

The	target	audience	is	Pre-K	through	12th	grade	area	educators.		Professional	Development	clock	hours	provided	for	participation.		The	cost	is	$75	per	person	and	financial	assistance	will	be	available	from	the	FCFB	Women’s	Committee	for	Fulton	County	teachers.		The	charge	includes	all	meals,	transportation	for	field	trips,	and	materials.		The	program	is	cosponsored	by	the	FCFB	and	the	McDonough	CFB.

Please	register	online	by	June	6	at	http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/	.			For	more	information	contact	the	Fulton	County	Farm	Bureau	at	fultonfb@att.net			or		309-547-3011.

been	 updated	 in	 about	 28	
years.	Our	policy,	before	the	
delegates	 amended	 it	Mon-
day,	was	 that	we	would	 not	
exceed	 a	 10-cent	 increase	
in	motor	 fuel	 tax.	Delegates	
changed the policy to allow 
the	 organization	 to	 sup-
port a ‘moderate’ increase in 
the	motor	fuel	tax,	giving	us	
some leeway to work with 
the new administration as 
they look at amending this 
tax.”

Delegates also spent time 
discussing school safety and 
security,	an	issue	which	may	
not traditionally be consid-

ered	a	Farm	Bureau	topic.	
“School	 safety	 is	 an	 im-

portant	 issue,	 and	 unfortu-
nately,	 one	 that	 I	 know	 we	
all wish we didn’t have to 
talk	 about,”	 Gebhards	 said.	
“But	I	applaud	the	delegates	
for taking the time to try 
and	 address	 school	 safety,	
and	 again,	what	 is	we	want	
to have in our policy book 
when it comes to whether 
teachers should be armed in 
the	classroom.”

Delegates crafted policy to 
underscore the importance 
of school security but didn’t 
go so far as to support arm-

ing teachers. Delegates also 
passed a sense of the delegate 
body resolution supporting a 
solution to ongoing trade 
disputes.

To	finish	up	the	day,	dele-
gates confirmed the election 
of one new member to the 
IFB	Board	of	Directors	and	
eight incumbent directors. 
Ken	Cripe,	 of	Vandalia,	 Ill.,	
in	Fayette	County,	will	serve	
a two-year term represent-
ing	members	of	District	14,	
which	 covers	 Clay,	 Effing-
ham,	 Fayette,	 Marion	 and	
Montgomery	counties.		

 

The Fulton County Farm Bureau office be closed: 
 Monday, December 24th, thru Tuesday, January 1

We will be open regular hours beginning on Wednesday, January 2nd.

Fulton County Farm Bureau President, Bill Carlberg, accepts 
a recognition plaque from IFB Vice President Brian Duncan, 
awarded to the county for its achievements during 2018. The 
award was presented during the Illinois Farm Bureau Annual 
Meeting and includes Gold Stars for Local Affairs and Policy 
Development; Silver Stars for Commodities & Marketing and 
Member Relations; and Bronze Stars for Ag. Literacy, Health 
& Safety, Legislative/Political Process, and Communications & 
Promotions.   FCFB is a Group III County, including those CFB’s 
with 2001-2900 members.



november
The	Fulton	County	Farm	Bureau	Board	of	

Directors	met	in	regular	session	on	Thursday,	
November	8,	2018	at	the	Farm	Bureau	office	
in	Lewistown,	starting	at	7	p.m.	pursuant	to	
due notice given.  The meeting was called 
to	order	and	presided	over	by	President	Bill	
Carlberg.	 	 Other	 board	 members	 present	
were	 Barry	 Fisher,	 Julie	 Serven,	 Leighton	
Rector,	 Wes	 Strode,	 Joe	Tolley	 and	 Robin	
Fisher.	 Delson	 Wilcoxen,	 Keely	 Egelhoff,	
Linda	Lane	and	Bob	Vohland	were	absent.	
Also	present	was	Manager	Elaine	Stone	and	
Tony	Laesch	the	Country	manager.

In	correspondences,	a	thank	you	note	was	
received	from	Ellen	Webb	for	the	flowers	we	
sent for the passing of her mother.  In Af-
filiate	 Reports,	 Barry	 gave	 a	 West	 Central	
FS	year-end	report.		$2,200,000	will	be	dis-
tributed	to	their	patrons.		Agency	Manager	
Tony	Laesch	gave	a	quick	Country	Financial	
update. The agency is doing well; as of the 
end	 of	October,	 they	 are	 ranked	 14	 out	 of	
90	agencies	in	the	company.	Jim	Jacobs	who	
was	lead	counsel	for	IAA	and	Country,	is	the	
new	CEO	of	Country.		

The	 minutes	 from	 the	 September	 meet-
ing were mailed and emailed out before 
the meeting for the board members to read. 
These were accepted with no corrections.  
In	the	absence	of	the	Treasurer,	Elaine	dis-
cussed the financial statements. These were 
placed on file for audit.

Wes	 Strode	 presented	 the	 Membership	
Report.	 	In	total,	we	have	1001	MM,	1565	
associate	 for	 a	 total	 of	 2566	members.	The	
report was approved.
Committee	Reports	Were	given:
•	 Young	 Leaders	 –	 Dec	 6th	 at	 6pm	 will	

be	the	next	young	leader	meeting	at	the	
Farm	Bureau	building.		January	5th	will	
be	the	Holiday	party	and	elections.

•	 Women’s	Committee	 –	 	 	 Around	 $300	
was	 made	 for	 the	 Susan	 G.	 Coleman	
Foundation during the pork cookout the 
last week of October.  

•	 Ag	in	the	Classroom	–	Jamie	submitted	
a	written	report.	 	She	is	starting	to	visit	
classrooms.

•	 Local	 Issues	 –	 Nothing	 to	 report	 this	
month.

•	 Legislative	–	 Joe	gave	an	update	of	 this	
week’s	elections.		Former	Fulton	County	
Farm	Bureau	Director	John	Spangler	was	
elected	to	the	Fulton	County	Board.

•	 Marketing	–	Barry	gave	a	grain	and	live-
stock market report.

•	 Business	service	–	Contractors	have	been	
working downstairs on the drywall and 
repairs were made to the front door. The 
20	year	warranty	for	the	new	roof	was	re-
ceived this week.  

•	 Public	Relations	–	We	did	 the	10	Gal-
lon	 Milk	 Challenge	 tonight,	 donating	
the milk to the Lewistown Food Pan-
try,	 and	 then	challenged	 the	Lewistown	
FFA	Chapter	to	donate	milk.	 	The	Ful-
ton	Democrat	and	Canton	Daily	Ledger	
are	running	our	Monday	Morning	Mo-
ments. 

Manager’s	 Report	 –	 Elaine	 highlighted	
her	Manager’s	 report	 and	 talked	 about	up-
coming events.  
Old	Business:	
•	 IAA	 Annual	 Meeting	 plans	 were	 dis-

cussed.
•	 County	Annual	meeting	is	set	for	Febru-

ary	11,	2019	at	the	Big	Horse	Vineyard,	
dinner	starting	at	5:45pm.

•	 On	September	18	Barry	and	Elaine	were	
interviewed	 by	 WBYS	 about	 current	
topics and events.

•	 Directors	tabled	a	proposed	bylaw	change	
until the December meeting.

•	 Directors	 were	 asked	 to	 be	 thinking	 of	
Leo	Sharp	Award	nominations.	

•	 Directors	 voted	 to	 approve	 the	 2019	
building closure schedule.

•	 We	 are	 hosting	 a	 meeting	 discussing	
utilities and various right of way issues 
on	Tuesday,	November	13th	at	6:30pm.

New	Business:	
•	 Directors	discussed	director	positions	on	

the	Board.		Joe	Tolley’s	2nd	term	and	Ju-
lie	Serven’s	1st	term	is	up	in	February.	We	
still have one open seat on the board. Di-
rectors were asked to be thinking of new 
board member candidates.

•	 IAA	resolutions	were	discussed.
•	 The	 reimbursement	 policy	 for	 IAA	 an-

nual meeting was reviewed. 
The	meeting	adjourned	at	8:20	p.m.	

december
The	Fulton	County	Farm	Bureau	Board	of	

Directors	met	in	regular	session	on	Thursday,	

December	13,	2018	at	the	Farm	Bureau	of-
fice	in	Lewistown,	starting	at	7	p.m.	pursuant	
to due notice given.  The meeting was called 
to	order	and	presided	over	by	President	Bill	
Carlberg.	 	 Other	 board	 members	 present	
were	 Barry	 Fisher,	 Julie	 Serven,	 Leighton	
Rector,	Wes	Strode,	Joe	Tolley,	Bob	Vohland,	
Delson	Wilcoxen,	Keely	Egelhoff	and	Robin	
Fisher. Linda Lane was absent. Also present 
was	 Manager	 Elaine	 Stone	 and	 Shannon	
Chenoweth	from	Fulton	FS.

In	 correspondences,	 Tony	 Laesch	 sent	 a	
thank you note for hosting him at IAA an-
nual meeting.  The IAA Foundation sent 
a thank you for our donation to the IAA 
Foundation	Silent	Auction.

In	Affiliate	Reports,	Shannon	gave	an	up-
date	of	Fulton	FS’s	fiscal	year	that	ended	in	
August.	The	new	chemical	mixing	and	load-
ing	station	worked	well	this	past	year.	Unfor-
tunately anhydrous prices will be going up 
this spring.

The	 minutes	 from	 the	 November	 meet-
ing were mailed and emailed out before 
the meeting for the board members to read.  
These were approved with no corrections.  
Bob	 Vohland	 and	 Elaine	 discussed	 the	 fi-
nancial statements. An investment at Wells-
Fargo	 was	 “called”	 in	 late	 October,	 leaving	
an amount to reinvest in another fund.  Di-
rectors	 voted	 to	 put	 in	 into	 a	MetLife	 in-
vestment	for	5.8%	with	a	call	date	of	2023,	
through Wells Fargo. Directors voted to 
closed	out	the	CEFCU	savings	account	and	
invest	 those	 dollars	 in	 the	 same	 MetLife	
fund.  Financial statements were placed on 
file for audit.  

Wes	gave	the	Membership	Report.		In	to-
tal,	we	have	1006	MM,	1553	associate	for	a	
total	of	2559	members.		Member	report	was	
placed on file.

Committee	Reports	were	given.
•	 Young	Leaders	–	Dec	6th	was	the	young	

leader meeting. There was a nice turn out 
and the group discussed activities for the 
coming	year.	January	5th	will	be	the	Hol-
iday	party	and	elections	at	Two	Cousins	
on	Main	in	Lewistown.	

•	 Women’s	 Committee	 –	 A	 Blood	 Drive	
will	be	January	3	from	1-6pm.		Appoint-
ments	are	nice,	but	donors	are	welcome	
to	walk	in,	too!

•	 Ag	in	the	Classroom	–	Jamie	submitted	a	
written	report,	she	has	been	talking	about	
Christmas	 trees,	 and	has	had	a	nice	 in-
crease in classroom visits. 

•	 Local	Issues	–	We	received	a	$2000	nu-
trient	grant	for	2019	programs.	

•	 Legislative	 –	 The	 House	 and	 Senate	
passed	a	farm	bill	this	week,	waiting	for	

President to sign it.
•	 Marketing	–	Barry	gave	a	grain	and	live-

stock market report.
•	 Business	 service	 –	 Leighton	 reported	

that there has been some drywall repair 
in the basement.  

•	 Public	 Relations	 –	 Keely	 talked	 about	
potential cooperation on the soil and wa-
ter	project	at	MWRD.

Manager’s	 Report	 –	 Elaine	 highlighted	
her	Manager’s	 report	 and	 talked	 about	up-
coming events.  
In	Old	Business:
•	 Directors	 voted	 to	 remove	 the	 residen-

cy requirement to serve on the Fulton 
County	 Farm	Bureau	 board	 or	 hold	 an	
office	in	the	bylaws.

•	 Directors	 voted	 to	 eliminate	 the	Fulton	
County	Farm	Bureau	Women’s	Commit-
tee,	 since	 the	 title	 is	antiquated,	has	 the	
potential of limiting member involve-
ment,	and	is	no	longer	supported	by	IAA.		
The	 programs	will	 not	 be	 discontinued,	
but	will	be	conducted	by	the	appropriate,	
existing	Committee	 of	 the	FCFB.	 	The	
Board	 directed	 Elaine	 to	 pursue	 bylaw	
changes	 reflecting	 the	 updated	 number	
of	“elected”	directors.			

•	 IAA	annual	meeting	was	recapped.		
•	 County	Annual	 is	February	11th	at	Big	

Horse	Winery.		Directors	were	asked	to	
please	start	asking	for	door	prizes.	

•	 Nominating	Committee	was	given.		Julie	
Serven	is	up	for	re-election	and	Joe	Tol-
ley	 is	 tenuring	 off	 and	 Bill	 Carlberg	 is	
retiring as President.

•	 Winter	 policy	 meeting	 will	 be	 set	 for	
March.

•	 Leo	 Sharp	 Award	 Nominations	 were	
discussed.

•	 Robin	 reported	on	an	 Illinois	Humani-
ties-sponsored economic development/
environmental	co-existence	panel	discus-
sion	at	Dixon	Mounds	in	November.		The	
agriculture industry was not represented. 

In	New	Business:	
•	 Springfield	 legislative	 visit	 date	 will	 be	

sometime	in	March.
•	 Program	 ideas	 for	 this	winter	were	dis-

cussed.
•	 January	 30th	 will	 be	 a	 Crop	 Insurance	

and	Marketing	meeting	at	the	Farm	Bu-
reau building catered by American Grill.

Bill	called	an	executive	session	to	discuss	
the	Managers	agreement.		Wes	Strode	called	
for	an	executive	session	to	discuss	an	hono-
rarium for the President.  The meeting ad-
journed	at	8:55	p.m.		The	next	meeting	will	
be	held	January	10th.
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U of I Extension offers certified 
livestock managers training

Livestock producers are required to re-
ceive	 training	 through	 the	 U	 of	 I	 Exten-
sion	CLM	Training	Program.	This	program	
provides livestock producers with the best 
management practices for managing and 
handling their manure. Livestock producers 
with	more	than	300	animal	units	must	be	a	
certified	livestock	manager	(CLM).

To	become	a	CLM,	producers	with	300	
-	 999	 animal	 units	 can	 attend	 one	U	 of	 I	
Extension	 CLM	 Training	 Workshop	 or	
pass	 the	 new	 online	 CLM	 Training	 Pro-
gram or the Illinois Department of Agri-
culture	 (IDOA)	administered	CLM	exam.	
Producers	with	over	1,000	animal	units	are	
required to complete both the workshop 
and	the	IDOA	Exam.	The	IDOA	Exam	is	
offered immediately following each of the 
CLM	Workshops.

Upon	successful	completion	of	 these	 re-
quirements,	producers	are	certified	for	three	
years.

Two easy ways to register for a workshop
1.	 Online	 at:	 https://www.regon-

l i n e . c o m / r e g i s t r a t i o n / C h e c k i n .
aspx?EventID=2544412

2.	 Call	 University	 of	 Illinois	 at	 1-217-
244-9687.	Mention	 “CLM	Training”,	 and	
please have your credit card ready.

Eleven	workshop	dates	and	locations	are	
scheduled	January	30	through	February	28.	
Those	 nearest	 Fulton-Mason-Peoria-Taze-
well	Unit	include:
·				 	 	January	30,	12:30	p.m.	-	Springfield	

(Pork	Expo)
·						February	12,	9	a.m.	-	Pittsfield
·						February	19,	9	a.m.	-	Monmouth
·						February	28,	9	a.m.	-	Springfield

FCFB Director Joe Tolley of Avon is shown feeding calves, from a recent Facebook post on our 
“Monday Morning Moment”.  Each Monday, a FCFB member/leader provides a report (with 
pictures) of what they have been doing on their farm.  The project began in April, with the goal to 
provide current farming information to our Facebook page followers (many of whom we gained 
from our “Faces” campaign).  If you haven’t been following us, “like” our page!
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Fulton County Farm Bureau 
among those awarded 

nutrient stewardship grants
Thirty	Illinois	county	Farm	Bureaus	have	

been	 awarded	 grants	 under	 the	 Nutrient	
Stewardship	Grant	program.	For	the	fourth	
consecutive	year,	Illinois	Farm	Bureau	(IFB)	
has awarded the grants – totaling nearly 
$400,000	in	the	last	four	years	–	to	help	pro-
mote	local	nutrient	stewardship,	soil	health,	
and water quality projects.

Fulton	 County	 Farm	 Bureau	 will	 build	
on	 their	 partnership	 with	 the	 Metropoli-
tan	Water	Reclamation	District	of	Greater	
Chicago	 “On-Farm	Evaluation	 and	Dem-
onstration	 of	 Reduced	 Off-Farm	 Nutrient	
Transport	 Through	 Drainage	 Water	 Re-
cycling”.	 	A	 second	 field	 day	 (building	 on	
success	 of	 one	 last	 June)	 will	 demonstrate	
recycling of drainage water to improve us-
age	efficiency	of	water	and	nutrients	and	to	
reduce nutrient losses. 

“It’s encouraging to see new project ideas 
come forth and to see how projects are grow-
ing	to	meet	farmer	needs	in	local	areas,”	said	
Lyndsey	Ramsey,	associate	director,	Natural	
and	 Environmental	 Resources,	 IFB.	 “Our	
farmer members continue to lead the effort 
in reducing nutrient losses through inven-
tive	projects	across	the	state.”

State-wide,	 this	 year’s	 grant	 projects	 in-
clude hosting field days to promote agricul-
tural	 conservation	 practices,	 exploring	 the	

multiple	 benefits	 of	Water	And	 Sediment	
Control	 Basins	 (WASCoBs),	 conducting	
soil	and	water	testing,	installing	a	saturated	
buffer,	and	inviting	experts	to	present	to	lo-
cal farmers.

All projects will be conducted with the 
ultimate goal of achieving nutrient loss re-
duction	 under	 the	 Illinois	 Nutrient	 Loss	
Reduction	Strategy	(NLRS).

The	NLRS,	which	was	released	by	the	Il-
linois	Department	of	Agriculture	 (IDOA)	
and	 the	 Illinois	 Environmental	 Protec-
tion	Agency	(IEPA)	in	July	2015,	calls	for	
wastewater	 treatment	 plants,	 urban	 areas,	
and agricultural areas to reduce the state’s 
phosphorous	load	by	25	percent	and	its	ni-
trate-nitrogen	 load	by	15	percent	by	2025.	
The	eventual	target	is	a	45	percent	reduction	
in	the	loss	of	these	nutrients	to	the	Missis-
sippi	River.

The	 Illinois	 Farm	 Bureau	 is	 a	 member	
of	 the	American	Farm	Bureau	Federation,	
a	 national	 organization	 of	 farmers	 and	
ranchers.	Founded	 in	1916,	 IFB	 is	 a	non-
profit,	 membership	 organization	 directed	
by farmers who join through their county 
Farm	Bureau.	IFB	has	a	total	membership	
of	 394,742	 and	 a	 voting	 membership	 of	
78,999.	IFB	represents	three	out	of	four	Il-
linois farmers.

Crop insurance breakfast set
Crop	 insurance	 and	 farm	 bill	 updates,	

marketing reports and more are all on the 
agenda	 for	 a	 January	 30th	meeting	 sched-
uled	at	the	Farm	Bureau	Building	in	Lewis-
town	beginning	at	7:30am.		

“Every	 year,	 it’s	 important	 to	make	 sure	
you know the latest and greatest in crop in-
surance,”	 said	 Doug	 Yoder,	 COUNTRY’s	
crop agency manager. “We’ve seen signifi-
cant	changes	in	the	last	five	or	six	years,	and	
every year we see improvements to the pro-
gram. It’s vital to make sure you are up to 
date.”

In addition to Yoder’s crop insurance 
update,	Brad	Clow,	 also	with	Country	Fi-
nancial,	will	give	a	crop	claims	update	and	
drone	presentation.		In	the	works,	we’re	also	
scheduling	a	livestock	marketing	update,		as	
well	as	a	crop	market	update;	speakers	TBD.

The program includes a breakfast catered 
by	American	Grille.		There’s	no	charge,	but	
registration	IS	REQUIRED	by	calling	the	
Farm	 Bureau	 office	 at	 547-3011	 before	
January	23rd.		No	registrations	can	be	taken	
after that date.

FCFB members Jamie Butler, Margaret Hall, and Linda Lane worked hard grilling during the “Pork 
Chops For Pink” fundraiser in October.  $230 was forwarded to the Susan G. Komen fund.

A student in Mrs. Webb’s 1st Grade at 
Lewistown Elementary does an art project 
as part of our AITC lesson on Christmas trees.  
FCFB Ag Lit Coordinator Jamie Butler breaks 
down the difference between deciduous 
versus coniferous trees, and shows examples 
of the different types of evergreens, some of 
which the students will see in their homes this 
holiday season!

The Young leader Christmas Party is Saturday, January 5th 
at 2 Cousins Restaurant beginning at 5:30pm.

All Farm Bureau members between that ages of 18-35 (or 
those wanting to become members) are welcome to join us!

Students in Mrs. Edward’s 3rd Grade class 
at Westview (Canton) are shown making 
worm bins.  The Fulton County AITC lesson 
teaches students to do the “rot” thing, 
exploring the practice of using worms to 
transform food waste into a nutrient-rich 
finished compost product.
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Fulton	County	Farm	Bureau’s	(FCFB)	Summer	Ag.	Institute	(SAI)	is	scheduled	for	June	19,	20,	and	21.		This	summer’s	topic	is	“Niche	Farming/Specialty	Crops”	and	includes	incredible	field	trips,	as	well	as	classroom	and	hands-on	instruction.

Field	trips	are	expected	to	include	the	hops	farm,	a	lavender	farm,	an	egg	farm,	beekeeping,	apple	orchard,	CSA	(community	supported	agriculture),	a	nursery/greenhouse,	a	reindeer	farm,	and	a	seed	distribution	and	treatment	business.		All	will	be	within	Fulton	and	McDonough	Counties.

Participants	will	also	meet	staff	from	Illinois	Ag	in	the	Classroom	and	commodity	groups,	will	receive	resources	and	activities	for	the	classroom,	and	will	learn	about	the	surprising	diversity	of	specialty	crops	and	products	in	our	area.

The	target	audience	is	Pre-K	through	12th	grade	area	educators.		Professional	Development	clock	hours	provided	for	participation.		The	cost	is	$75	per	person	and	financial	assistance	will	be	available	from	the	FCFB	Women’s	Committee	for	Fulton	County	teachers.		The	charge	includes	all	meals,	transportation	for	field	trips,	and	materials.		The	program	is	cosponsored	by	the	FCFB	and	the	McDonough	CFB.

Please	register	online	by	June	6	at	http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/	.			For	more	information	contact	the	Fulton	County	Farm	Bureau	at	fultonfb@att.net			or		309-547-3011.

DEVELOPED LOCALLY WITH HIGH 
EXPECTATIONS. JUST LIKE YOU.
At FS, we’re grower-owned and grower-focused. We answer to you—and only 
you. That means when you put down your hard-earned money on FS InVISION 
and FS HiSOY, you can be sure you’re getting seed that is proven to perform. 
Simply put, it’s not just the local choice. It’s the better choice.

 
             www.prairielandfs.com


