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The Lewistown High School Jazz Ensemble entertained attendees of the 101st Annual Meeting of the Fulton County 
Farm Bureau on February 12th.  Approximately 160 members and guests attended the dinner and business meeting 
held at Big Horse Vineyards in Lewistown.

101st county annual 
meeting celebrated
Fulton County Farm Bureau 

held their 101st annual meeting 
Monday, February 12th at Big 
Horse Vineyards near Lewistown.  
Nearly 160 members and guests 
attended.

Recently retired Country Fi-
nancial Agency Manager Mike 
Weber was named this year’s Leo 
Sharp Agricultural Service Award.  
The award is named after the late 
Leo Sharp, the Extension Service 
Ag Advisor in Fulton County for 
32 years.  Presenter Elaine Stone 
noted Weber’s exemplary efforts 
in providing outstanding service 
to our members though our affili-
ated company.  

FCFB Foundation Board Presi-

dent Kent Schleich introduced the 
8 recipients of this year’s scholar-
ship awards (see other article in 
this issue).

Bill Carlberg was re-elected 
as President.  Retiring Director 
Linda Rock of Canton was recog-
nized. Bob Vohland of Farmington 
was elected to the Board, and Wes 
Strode of Marietta and Delson 
Wilcoxen of Ipava were re-elected.  
Dan Williams of Smithfield and 
John Spangler of Marietta were 
elected to serve as Delegates at the 
2018 IAA Annual Meeting.

Entertainment for the evening 
was the Lewistown High School 
Jazz Ensemble. 

2018 FCFB Foundation Scholarship Winners
This year we are pleased to an-

nounce that the Fulton County 
Farm Bureau Foundation will 
award scholarships to eight young 
Farm Bureau people.  Each of 
them will receive $1200 in a “one-
time” award after their first semes-
ter of college.

Ashley Barclay, from Lewis-
town High School, is the daugh-
ter of Michelle and Mike Barclay.  
She has been accepted at Illinois 
College in Jacksonville, where she 
will begin coursework to become a 
Physician’s Assistant.  She plans to 
return to practice in our rural area.

Clint Barker will graduate from 
Lewistown High School.  He is 
the son of Marilyn and Ken Bark-
er and has been accepted at Spoon 
River College, where he will study 
Ag. Business Management with a 
goal of going into Crop Manage-
ment.

Cassidy Barr is a student at 
Lewistown High School and is 
the daughter of Stacy Postin.  She 
has been accepted at Spoon River 
College to begin her studies to be-
come a nurse.

Alyssa Irwin is a student at 
Lewistown High School. She is 
the daughter of Lisa and Mark 
Irwin, and has been accepted at 
Western Illinois University for Ag. 
Education.  She hopes to become 
a high school ag. Teacher.

John Lock is a senior at Spoon 
River Valley High School.  He is 
the son of Hope Lock and Ken 
Lock and has been accepted at 
Blackhawk College in the agron-
omy track and hopes to have a ca-
reer in precision agriculture.

Katelyn Eathington is a stu-
dent at Spoon River Valley High 
School.  She is the daughter of Pa-
tricia and Kevin Eathington and 
will attend the University of Illi-
nois at Urbana Champaign, study-
ing Ag., to work in ag business in 
the future.

Wyatt Lane of Cuba High 
School is the son of Teresa and 
Shawn Lane.  Wyatt will attend 
Spoon River College to obtain an 
associates’ degree in agriculture, 
then transfer to Western Illinois 

University.  He plans to either 
work with livestock or in an ag. 
Business.

Hannah Spangler of Bushnell 
Prairie City High School is the 
daughter of Colleen and David 
Spangler.  Hannah will attend 
the University of Illinois at Ur-
bana Champaign, studying Ag.  
Leadership Education, and after 
obtaining a master’s degree in Ag. 
Education, she would like to work 
for the Illinois Farm Bureau Ag in 
the Classroom program!

Congratulations and best of 
luck to these young men and 
women.   We are proud of these 
Farm Bureau family children and 
feel very confident about the fu-
ture of the agriculture industry in 
their hands.  This is also a good 
opportunity to thank all of those 
who have given so generously to 
the Foundation.  Those donations 
make these awards possible.  We 
were blessed this year with a long 
list of donors.  Also, we are par-
ticularly grateful to the families 

of members who have passed on 
who designate memorials to the 
foundation in honor of their loved 
ones.  This past year, the families 
of Howard Vohland and George 
Bonney thoughtfully designated 
memorial gifts to our Foundation.

The Foundation scholarships 
are funded solely through mem-
ber’s and friend’s voluntary con-
tributions, and the generosity is 
appreciated.

Ashley Barclay Clint Barker Cassidy Barr Alyssa Irwin 

John Lock Katelyn Eathington Wyatt Lane Hannah Spangler 

AITC Chicken & Noodle Dinner • Friday, March 2nd • 4-7 pm



JANUARY
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of 

Directors met in regular session on Thursday, 
January 18, 2018 at the Farm Bureau office 
in Lewistown, starting at 7 p.m. pursuant to 
due notice given.  The meeting was called 
to order and presided over by President Bill 
Carlberg.  Other board members present 
were Linda Rock, Wes Strode, Linda Lane, 
Joe Tolley, Delson Wilcoxen, Leighton Rec-
tor, Julie Serven and Robin Fisher. Barry 
Fisher was the only board member absent. 
Also present were Manager Elaine Stone, 
Earl Allen Extension Manager, Tony Laesch 
from COUNTRY Financial. 

The Invocation was given by Bill Carl-
berg, who also led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
In correspondences, the Lewistown FFA 
Chapter sent a thank you for supporting and 
sponsoring their chapter this year. We also 
received a thank you from Vanessa Williams 
for sponsoring her attendance at IAA An-
nual Meeting.  She is a member of the SIU 
Collegiate chapter and grew up in Fulton 
County.

In Affiliate Reports, for Extension, Earl 
handed out the 2017 Impact Report for Ful-
ton, Mason, Peoria and Tazewell counties 
and highlighted some of the last year’s pro-
grams, activities, and volunteers.   COUN-
TRY Financial Agency Manager Tony 
Laesch updated the board on agency activi-
ties and changes in the last month. 

The minutes from the December meet-
ing were mailed and emailed out before the 
meeting for the board members to read.  Di-
rectors voted to approve the minutes from 
the December 14, 2017 meeting. 

Linda Rock discussed the financial state-
ments.  The auditor worked in our office two 
days last week; they will have our audit pa-
pers for us soon.   Directors voted to place 
the report for December on file for audit.     

Wes gave the Membership Report. Mem-
ber changes for this month include; 2 MM 
members and 6 AM members. In total, we 
have 1017 MM, 1555 AM for a total of 
2572.  Directors voted to approve the De-
cember membership report.  
Committee Reports were given:
•	 Young	Leaders	 –	 	The	Christmas	 party	

was in December, Robin reported there 
were several new attendees.  The group 
will help with a pedal pull at the WIU 
Ag Mech show in February.

•	 Women’s	Committee	–		The	Blood	Drive	
was January 2, there were 27 donors. 

•	 Ag	 in	 the	Classroom	–	Tonya	has	been	
discussing Dairy this month with grade 
schoolers. 

•	 Local	Issues	–	Wes	and	Elaine	discussed	
an upcoming field day with MWRD 
(“MSD”)  that will discuss nutrient man-
agement.

•	 Legislative	–	 If	 there	 is	no	 funding	bill	
passed by midnight tomorrow night, 
there will be a government shutdown.  
President Trump spoke at AFBF annual 
meeting.

•	 Marketing	–	We	discussed	the	local	grain	
and livestock prices. 

•	 Business	 service	 –	 On	 January	 4th	
Elaine met with Earl Allen about build-
ing repairs he would like to see happen.  
Leighton updated the board on a new 
roof leak and reported that the roofing 
company came and fixed the current leak.  
Two bids from Holthaus Construction 
were obtained, one to tear off the old roof 
and put a new rubber roof on, and one 
to see if the current roof is good enough 
to just put a rubber roof over the current 
roof.  Elaine is looking into obtaining 
TIF moneys to help pay for the roof.

•	 Public	Relations	–	Nothing	to	report	this	
month.

In the Manager’s Report, Elaine highlight-
ed her Manager’s report and talked about 
county annual meeting and other up-
coming dates. A Dicamba Certification 

Meeting will be hosted by Fulton FS at 
the Farm Bureau Building on February 
16 at 10am.

Old Business was discussed:
•	 County	 Annual	 meeting	 details	 were	

discussed and reviewed.
•	 We	discussed	 the	possibility	 of	 a	 bylaw	

change to reduce the board from 12 to 10 
members.

New Business was discussed. 
•	 The	 executive	 committee	 met	 before	

board meeting tonight to make the 2018 
budget. Directors voted to approve the 
2018 budget as presented.

•	 Directors	 voted	 to	 change	 IAA	 annual	
meeting expense reimbursement policy 
to stipulate that any hotel costs, includ-
ing extra nights, not included in the 
days/nights required for the meeting be 
at the attendees’ own expense.

•	 Ag	Week	 is	March	18-24th.	 	Directors	
voted to hold the Farmer Share Break-
fast on Saturday, March 24th. Directors 
voted to hold a dinner for the Fulton 
County Government Board on March 
13th prior to their regular board meeting. 

•	 The	idea	to	form	a	new	task	force	to	help	
with farm bureau activities and programs 
was discussed.  This group would poten-
tially replace the women’s committee and 
any age of member could be active in this 
group.  This will be discussed at a future 
meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:52 p.m. 

FEBRUARY
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board 

of Directors met in regular session on Thurs-
day, February 8, 2018 at the Farm Bureau 
office in Lewistown, starting at 7 p.m. pur-
suant to due notice given.  The meeting was 
called to order and presided over by Presi-
dent Bill Carlberg.  Other board members 

present were Linda Rock, Wes Strode, Linda 
Lane, Delson Wilcoxen, Leighton Rector, 
Julie Serven and Robin Fisher. Barry Fisher 
and Joe Tolley were the only board members 
absent. Also present were Manager Elaine 
Stone and Mark Pedigo Fulton FS Manager.

The Invocation was given by Bill Carlberg, 
who also led the Pledge of Allegiance.   In 
correspondences, Ashley Barclay and Wyatt 
Lane sent thank you notes for the Founda-
tion scholarship they received. 

In affiliate reports, Mark Pedigo updated 
the board on improvements being made at 
Fulton FS. A computerized chemical mixing 
station is being built for this spring. A Di-
camba Certification Meeting will be hosted 
by Fulton FS at the Farm Bureau Build-
ing on February 16 at 10am.  Jim McNelly 
sent a written report on happenings at West 
Central FS.

The minutes from the January meeting 
were mailed and emailed out before the 
meeting for the board members to read. 
These were approved. Linda Rock discussed 
the financial statements and they were 
placed on file for audit.  

Wes gave the Membership Report. Mem-
ber changes for this month include; 2 MM 
members and -8 AM members. In total, 
we have 1019 MM, 1555 AM for a total of 
2574.  Membership report was approved.  
Committee Reports were given:
•	 Young	 Leaders	 –	 	The	 group	 will	 help	

with a kiddie pedal pull at the WIU Ag 
Mech show February 11th. The FFA Ac-
quaintance day is Tuesday, March 13th. 

•	 Women’s	Committee	–			The	committee	
put Annual Meeting bags together this 
week.

•	 Ag	 in	 the	 Classroom	 –	 Friday,	 March	
2nd is the AITC Chicken Noodle din-
ner 

•	 Local	Issues	–	March	13	is	the	County	
Government Board Dinner at 5pm in 

the Courthouse.
•	 Legislative	–	March	14-15	 is	 the	Gov-

ernmental Affairs Conference in Spring-
field.

•	 Marketing	–	No	report	this	month.
•	 Business	service	–	A	new	bid	was	submit-

ted for roof removal and a new roof.  The 
plan is to get a couple more detailed bids. 
The drain pipe for the furnace that was 
causing the ceiling leak downstairs has 
been fixed.  We now need to start getting 
bids for ceiling/wall repairs caused by all 
the leaks.

•	 Public	Relations	–	The	Lewistown	FFA	
is hosting a Tractor Pull on August 19th, 
all proceeds will go to the Lewistown 
FFA Chapter. Directors voted to spon-
sor the pull at the $250 level. 

•	 Elaine	highlighted	her	Manager’s	report	
and talked about upcoming events.

In Old Business:
•	 County	 Annual	 Meeting	 details	 were	

discussed.
•	 Bill	attended	the	IAA	Presidents	Meet-

ing the previous day in Jacksonville. He 
gave a recap of the topics that were dis-
cussed.

•	 Ag	 Week	 breakfast	 will	 be	 March	 24.		
The Women’s committee will give the 
first baby born at Graham Hospital a 
basket full of Ag related goodies.  

In New Business:
•	 Directors	voted	to	renew	the	billboard	at	

Spoon River Speedway and sponsorship 
for one night of racing. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.   The 
next meeting will be Thursday, March 8th.

H I G H L I G H TS
    from the FB Board

by Elaine Stone
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Equip your 
combine today!

•	John	Deere
•	Case	IH

•	New	Holland
Contact Your Local Dealer:
George Roberts
309-362-2205
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The Fulton County Ag. Literacy com-
mittee will hold a fundraiser Chicken and 
Noodle dinner at the Farm Bureau Building 
in Lewistown on Friday, March 2nd to sup-
port Ag in the Classroom programs.

Meals will be served from 4:00pm till 
7:00pm and carryouts will be available.  
Meal will include chicken and noodles, 
real mashed potatoes, green beans, salad, 
and drink.  A variety of homemade desserts 
will also be available, and are included in 
the price of the meal.  $8.00 for adults and 
$4.00 for children 5 to 12 years of age.  Kids 
under 5 eat for FREE!   

All proceeds will go to benefit the Ful-
ton County Ag. Literacy Coaltion which is 
a partnership of area groups and individuals 
that fund Ag. In the Classroom activities.  
Call the Farm Bureau office at 547-3011 for 
more information.

During an emergency every second 
counts and valuable time can be lost find-
ing you if your address number is not posted 
clearly.  Fulton County Farm Bureau, in co-
operation with Fulton County ESDA, is of-
fering visible reflective address signs, which 
we recommend highly.   

For $15, Farm Bureau members can get 
a predrilled aluminum reflective green sign 
(6” x 18”) with your address numbers listed 
VERTICALLY on BOTH sides.  The cost 
to non-Farm Bureau residents is $30.  It is 
recommended the sign be mounted on your 
mail box, mail box post, or on a stake at your 
driveway/lane entrance, and visible from ei-
ther direction.  

If you live in a rural area and already 
have your address numbers displayed, first 
responders prefer the green reflective signs 
over any other type of sign.  They can eas-
ily be seen from far distances both day and 
night.  Precious seconds are wasted every 
time first responders have to slow down to 
check for house numbers that are poorly 
marked, or NOT MARKED AT ALL.  
Help rescue workers find you faster.  

Order forms can be found on our website, 
or at the Farm Bureau office in Lewistown.

Delivery can be expected within 2-4 
weeks.  Make checks payable to:  Fulton 
County Farm Bureau.  Five numbers is the 
maximum the sign can hold.

Chicken and noodles 
for Ag in the Classroom

911 signs available
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ExchangE or rEpair
Same Day Service

electric Motors
    Sales & Service

24 Hour Turnaround on Most Motor emergencies

309-342-3137
2181 Grand Ave. - Galesburg, Il

Call or Visit 
Today...

On Tuesday March 20 from 9:00-3:30, at 
the Fulton County Farm Bureau, in Lew-
istown, Stroke Detection Plus will be con-
ducting ultrasound screenings for members, 
which include: Stroke Screening, Abdomi-
nal Aortic Aneurysm, Peripheral Arterial 
Disease, and Osteoporosis. They will also 
offer an EKG for those that sign up.  Cost 
to Farm Bureau members is $100 for all 
four screenings plus $35 for the EKG add 
on. The non-member price is $170

Atrial Fibrillation puts you at 5 times 
greater risk to suffer a stroke.  Atrial fibril-
lation, or AFib, is the most common type 
of irregular heartbeat. It occurs when one 
or both of the upper chambers of the heart 
–	called	the	atria	–	don’t	beat	the	way	they	
should. This can cause blood to pool in the 
left atrium, where a blood clot can form. If 

that clot breaks away, it can travel to the 
brain, where it can cause a type of stroke 
called an ischemic (is-KEE-mic) stroke.

AFib affects more than 2 million people 
in the United States. The odds of developing 
AFib go up with age. In fact, the American 
Heart Association states that AFib is the 
most common type of irregular heartbeat 
in people over the age of 65. Our simple 
EKG screening can detect AFib before it 
causes a stroke.  This screening is a $35 add 
on.  A comparable test in the hospital set-
ting costs up to $1200, so this is a quick and 
cost effective screening and is an effective 
way to detect this condition before it causes 
disability. To schedule an appointment, call 
Stroke Detection Plus at 1-877-732-8258 
and indicate you are a Farm Bureau mem-
ber to save $35 on all four of the screenings.

stroke Detection plus screenings and eKG

Fulton County Farm Bureau members 
are encouraged to attend any one of the two 
Policy Development and Issues meetings 
being held in the coming weeks.  

In addition to a wonderful supper and 
the chance to visit with fellow Farm Bureau 
members, the Viewpoint Survey will be 
presented.  Individuals from IFB’s National 
Legislation and Policy Development divi-
sion will make remarks and hold discussion 
as well.

The meeting times and locations are as 
follows:
•	 The	 American	 Grille,	 	 525	 South	 5th	

Ave, Canton, IL, Monday, March 26th

•	 Bernadotte	Café,	6500	Tarters	Ferry	Rd,	
Ipava, IL, Tuesday, April 3rd

Both meetings will begin with dinner at 
6:30pm.  Members are invited to attend the 
dinner meeting in their area that is most 
convenient for them.  Please make your res-
ervation for the meeting by calling the Farm 
Bureau office at 547-3011, or emailing to 
fultonfb@att.net. 

Be sure to say which meeting you will be 
attending.  Please note there is a $5 charge 
to members to offset the meal cost.  Please 
make your reservation at least 4 days before 
the meeting you wish to attend. 

policy Development Meetings

Annie’s project - education for Farm Women
“Annie’s	 Project	 –	 Education	 for	 Farm	

Women” is being sponsored by University 
of Illinois Extension, Fulton-Mason-Peoria-
Tazewell Unit starting in March. Annie’s 
Project is designed to help farm women de-
velop their management and decision mak-
ing skills in the dynamic, complex world of 
agriculture.  Dates of the six session series, 
meeting on Tuesdays and Thursdays are 
March 13, 15, 20, 22, 27, and 29 with each 
session running from 5:30 to 9 p.m. at the 
Mason County Farm Bureau, 127 S High 
St, Havana.

Using several agriculture industry profes-
sionals as speakers, Annie’s Project will cover 
topics that include goal setting, business 

planning, family communications, keeping 
track of financial records, interpreting finan-
cial information, understanding insurance 
options (liability, health, life, long-term care, 
crop, etc.), land values and leases, retirement 
and estate planning, risk management, FSA 
& USDA programs, and much more.  

Pre-registration is required to participate 
in Annie’s Project.  To register call Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension at (309) 547-3711 
or visit us online at http://web.extension.
illinois.edu/fmpt/. Registration cost is $50. 
Registration deadline is February 28, 2018.

If you need a reasonable accommodation 
to participate in any event listed in this news 
release, contact your local Extension office.

FCFB Board Treasurer Linda Rock (left) was recognized during the County Annual Meeting for her 
retirement from the Board.  Linda tenured off after serving 6 years on the Board, 5 of those as 
Treasurer.  Bill Carlberg (pictured right) was elected to his 6th and final term during the meeting.  

Senator David Koheler and his wife Nora Sullivan were guests at the County Annual Meeting.  
Senator Kohler made brief remarks on the state budget, on education funding, and on rural broad 
band access efforts.  Other elected officials included Representative Mike Unes, Representative 
Norine Hammond, and Fulton County Board Chair Bob Bucher.

Mike Weber of Metamora, Illinois was presented the Leo Sharp Agricultural Service Award at the 
County Annual Meeting.  Mike recently retired as our Country Financial Agency Manager after 41 
years of total service to the company.  Shown with Mike is Jeanne Supple of Edwardsville, IL.  Ms. 
Supple is the niece of the late Dorothy Sharp.
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Bringing you what’s next.™
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Lewistown, IL &. Ipava, IL

Introducing MiField™ from Fulton FS

The new agronomic tool based on the fact that every farmer and every
field is different. Our agronomic team will come to your farm and conduct
applied research on new products and practices, so you can get the
highest profit per acre. Contact your FS Crop Specialist and discover ,
“What’s best for my field.”

309-547-2896 or 309-753-8253

“Please support 
your local FS. Each 

provides funding for 
this publication and 
other Farm Bureau 

activities. Show your 
appreciation!”

Fulton FS
309-547-2896

West Central FS
1-800-282-5242

309-343-1600

0817-500HC-04375-10/6/2017

To solve the big challenges of tomorrow, 
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing 
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.

#TakeSimpleSteps

Ray Riekena                                                      
Canton 
309-647-6180

Kory Schmidt                                        
Lewistown 
309-547-2241

Mike Weber                                               
Agency Manager 
309-686-7050

Richard Sharpshair                               
Canton 
309-647-3225

Steve Butler                                                      
Astoria 
309-329-2172

Walter Brown                                             
Canton 
309-647-6180

Shelley Postin                                            
Bushnell 
309-772-3003

Accuracy
where
it matters 
most.

Applying the right products to the right place is 
essential to each crop acre. That’s why growers 
turn to FS for custom application. Our applicators 
stay focused on what’s ahead by applying accurate 
inputs at just the right time in the crop life cycle. 
Our custom applicators maximize each acre and 
ensure your fields are ready for what’s next. 
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©2017 GROWMARK, Inc. A17025E

Sending you peace, joy and 

happiness this holiday season. 

Happy Holidays! From Your 

Team at FS.

www.fssystem.com

Wishing you 
the warmest 
greetings this
season!

<MC Logo>

<MC Salesman>
<MC Address>
<MC City>, <MC State>, <MC Zip>
<MC Phone>

<MC Website

Happy Holidays from West Central FS
1445 Monmouth Blvd
Galesburg, IL 61401
309-343-1600
 
www.westcentralfs.com


