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The Fulton County Farm Bureau 
was pleased to present our fourth 
installment of the “Faces of Ag” on 
our Facebook page throughout the 
month of March which is National 
Agriculture Month. Each of the 31 
days of the month we featured 
a different farm, farm family or 
individual involved in the agriculture 
industry.

As in past years, the entire set of 
stories was too good to “let go”; so 
we had a book published for each 
of the 31 “faces” to keep. These 
profiles spotlight the diversity, 
dedication, and passion local 
individuals have for our agricultural 
industry. Importantly, some of the 
stories also discuss changes, and 
sometimes the difficulties, that have 
been made to farm operations over 
the course of their farming careers.

“Thank You” to all of the individuals 
and families that we featured during 
the campaign. It was an honor and 
a joy to interview these folks, and 

to hear and share their stories. 
Again, we met some new people 
and learned some things about 
people we already knew! It was 
evident over the course of the month 
that our featured folks share a true 
passion for what they do. It was also 
clear they all feel a duty to do the 
best job possible for others – their 
family members, their customers, 
and even society. Not a single one 
of them said they wished they were 
doing something else with their 
lives. 

Most of them mentioned the 
importance of their Faith and of their 
families; their desire to improve 
and advance; their determination 
to make their enterprise successful 
(and the wisdom to make a change 
when it wasn’t working); their 
encouragement of young people 
to enter their field; and the high 
value they place on the work ethic 
they learned growing up on and/
or working on a farm. They ALL 
exhibited their humble natures (we 

know it’s hard for farmers to talk 
about themselves!), their love of the 
land and animals, and their quiet 
dignity. 

These stories are a reminder of 
the hard-working and dedicated 
people who have had to adapt to 
a changing landscape and will 
face future challenges as changes 
continue. The goals of our campaign 
were to spotlight the diversity of 
farm operations, the changes seen 
in farming over the course of the 
years, and the many occupations 
that are supported by our farmers 
and the ag industry. It also provided 
the perfect opportunity to truly put a 
“face” on all of those working in our 
agriculture industry.  

Thank you to our “faces”, those of you 
who make our agriculture industry 
possible. Our sincere thanks to you 
for sharing your stories with us, 
our Facebook followers, and with 
those who will read these profiles 
in future years.
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JEFF  
STANDARD
MARCH 1
I am Jeff Standard. I am married 
to Kim, who is employed at Dave 
Lewis Studio in Canton. We have two 
children: Emily Crumb 30, married 
to Cody. She has 1 child Brayden (3 
years of age) and another baby due 
in April of 2022. She is currently 
employed with the Department of 
Justice. Our son Jacob Standard 
is 27, and is employed by Spoon 
River Animal Clinic as a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine. I am a lifelong 
member of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Canton.

I am the Sheriff of Fulton County, 
Illinois. I was born and raised in 
the Canton area. I graduated from 
Canton High School and Western 
Illinois University with a degree in 
Law Enforcement Administration. 
Kim and I married in my last 
semester of college. I was applying 
for jobs after graduation and my 
father-in-law probably thought I 
couldn’t support his daughter on 
a part time job and offered me a 
position on his farm. 

I spent the next 12 years working 
at Owens Farms. We were a full-
service farm doing the traditional 
row crops. We also had a cow calf 
herd and raised hogs. Along with 

the regular farm type work, we also 
had trucks that hauled grain for the 
grain dealer license aspect of the 
business.

As my father in law’s age advanced, 
it was natural for him to want to slow 
down and think about retirement. 
Back in the 90’s, I am sure many 
of you realize the farming industry 
was not the easiest to navigate. It 
was at this time I decided that with 
his impending retirement, I would 
go back to my college education. 
I applied for a job with the Fulton 
County Sheriff’s Office. I was hired. 
The rest, they say, is history.

I spent time in patrol and loved to go 
out on the back roads and patrol the 
rural areas of Fulton County. I would 
often stop on a random road and 
talk with a farmer starting his day 
or just check to see how the crops 
were doing. A short while later, the 
current Sheriff was retiring and I 
was encouraged to run for the Office 
of Sheriff. I was elected as Sheriff 
in 2006. When I ran for Sheriff, I 
touted my work ethic and business 
knowledge from working on the 
farm for the years I was able to do 
that. Farming was an occupation 
that I truly enjoyed. I know that when 
the work is there and it doesn’t get 
done, no one is going to finish it 
for you. I think that work ethic was 
paramount for the success I saw as 
a deputy and eventually as Sheriff. 
The business lessons I learned from 
farming are still with me as I do the 
job as Sheriff. The Sheriff’s Office is 

a business with multimillion dollar 
budgets to navigate. That is small 
compared to some of the farming 
business that are out there in the 
local area. 

I currently live on the same farm 
Kim and I moved to when we first 
got married 35 years ago. We now 
rent the row crop portion to a 
neighbor. I am what you would call 
a gentleman farmer when it comes 
to the livestock end of the industry. 
I will buy calves in the spring, feed 
them corn through the summer and 
sell them to individuals for butcher 
cattle in the fall. I then turn off my 
water and don’t have to worry about 
frozen water or calves dropping in 
the early spring with snow on the 
ground. I still help neighbors with 
their farming operation when I can 
in the spring and fall. I love to get 
in a tractor and get the satisfaction 
of finishing a field that I helped 
work and smell the fresh soil being 
turned over. 

I am retiring from the Sheriff’s Office 
in November of 2022 and plan on 
returning to farming to some degree.  
I am looking forward to watching 
my grandchildren do whatever it 
is they will do, sports or music or 
whatever they are interested in. I’ll 
also be able to spend more than 
just weekends on the water with my 
family on the pontoon boat, ride my 
Harley Davidson motorcycle, and 
spend time fishing.  

In both the law enforcement field 
and in the agriculture industry, I 
think it is important to just do a job 
that you enjoy. It is a long career 
path to spend your time doing 
something you are not happy doing. 
Both of the career paths I have been 
on change all of the time. You have 
to be flexible. Law Enforcement and 
Farming are constantly changing. 
Some of the changes are for the 
better and some of the changes are 
not. You just need to be flexible and 
work with the changes coming your 
way.

NIKI  
HOWERTER 
MARCH 2
I’m Niki Howerter of Howerter 
Bulldozing, Inc. near Smithfield, 
Illinois. My husband John and I began 
our bulldozing business 22 years 
ago. He is the President and I am 
the secretary. I have an Associate’s 
Degree from Spoon River College.

We are the parents of 8 children; 
Peter, 22 is a National Guard Staff 
Sargent, works for McDonough 
Telephone Cooperative and is a 
student at Spoon River College. 
Emma Rauschert (married to Matt) 
is 21 and a student at Carl Sandburg 
College. Ashley is 18 and a senior at 
Cuba Jr/High School and waitresses 
at the Old Dairy in Macomb. Addie,  
16 and a Freshman at Cuba Jr/Sr 
High, was adopted from Columbia 
at 14 years old, and enjoys art. Aijun 
is 14 and an 8th grader at Cuba. 
He was adopted from China at age 
10 and helps John on job sites! 
Aimee is 14 and an 8th grader at 

Trinity Christian Academy and has 
her own card painting business. 
Melany is 13, a 7th grader at Cuba, 
where she plays volleyball and is a 
cheerleader. She was adopted from 
Colombia at age 12. Philip is 11, a 
5th grader at Cuba, loves science 
and the outdoors and was adopted 
from Colombia at age 10.

John and our 3 employees use 
bulldozers and excavators for land 
improvement jobs. Most of the jobs 
we do are agricultural, (waterways, 
dry dams, clearing and ponds) and 
are for farmers in the Fulton County 
area. We do some demolition-
type jobs, and a few are for the 
recreational use of land. We began 
our company with a small Case 
bulldozer, a small Case excavator, a 
dump truck, and a trailer. 

All of the jobs we did in those days 
were on a small scale because 
we owned small machines. That 
Fall (Fall of 1999), Schleich Tiling 
Company, owned by Jack Schleich 
of Fairview, IL, asked John to 
back-fill the tiling rows using our 
small bulldozer that we had just 
purchased. Back-filling for Schleich 
Tiling gave us a lot of exposure to 

farmers in the Fulton County area. 
Many of these farmers hired John to 
do land improvement jobs on their 
farms, and many of them expressed 
interest in having land improvement 
jobs done that were on a much 
larger scale than what we could 
accomplish with our small bulldozer 
and excavator. 

We decided to purchase larger 
machinery to enable us to 
accomplish these larger jobs. Over 
the years, our business began 
to grow as we were able to do 
larger, more time-consuming jobs 
for farmers in the Fulton County 
area, and our customer base also 
expanded, reaching more farmers 
and land owners not only in Fulton 
County but also in surrounding 
counties. Today, we have two D6XE 
Cat Bulldozers, a 323 Cat Excavator, 
a 316 Cat Excavator, a 315 Cat 
Excavator, a 2800 Q Link Belt long 
reach Excavator, and a 299 Cat 
Multi-Terrain Loader. We also have 
a Western Star dump truck and a 
Mack semi-truck. With these trucks 
we haul rock, sand, concrete, etc. 
and we haul the machines to job 
sites. 

Even though I am the secretary for 
the business, you’ll also see me 
bringing fuel to the guys and/or 
supplies if and when they need them. 
John has always preferred to work 
in Fulton County for the farmers that 
he has known since he started the 
business. In November 2019, we 
shared our story to the track-type 
tractor engineers of Caterpillar in 
Peoria, Illinois; Howerter Bulldozing, 
Inc was chosen for Caterpillar’s 
monthly “Customer Spotlight”. 
Other engineers from around the 
world were also listening in and 
asking questions. The story was 
later published on the Caterpillar 
employee home page “Cat@work”. 
John is quoted as saying “A lot of 
guys said I should go off to Peoria 
and go on big construction jobs, but 
I always wanted to work next door, 
for my neighbor.”
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LAWRENCE 
KNOTT 
MARCH 3
My name is Lawrence Knott and I am 
the Associate Livestock Manager at 
O’Hern Stock Farms in Vermont, IL. 
I am married to Samantha, who is 
a Physical Therapist with Graham 
Hospital. We have a son, Levi, who is 
1.5 years old and we are expecting 
our second child in June. We are 
members of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Canton. I am involved with 
Farm Bureau Young Leaders program 
and I like to help with and support the 
Fulton County 4-H program whenever 
I can. 

I was raised outside of Ellisville. I 
graduated from Spoon River Valley 
High School and the University of 
Illinois with a B.S. in Animal Science. 
I grew up around the family farm, 
Knott Farms Polled Herefords, as the 
8th generation on what started as a 
land grant from the War of 1812. I still 
enjoy helping on the family farm any 
chance I get. 

In my job I am responsible for a 960 
head fat cattle finishing barn. Daily 
chores include feeding the cattle 
and observing the animals and their 
environment for anything that is 
out of place. How the animals act 

can tell you a lot about their needs. 
Any animal that is sick or injured 
needs to be pulled and treated. I am 
responsible for management of the 
bedpack and manure, as well, and 
any maintenance that the facilities 
and equipment may require. In 
addition to the finisher barn, I am also 
heavily involved in the management 
of the cow/calf operation and 
backgrounding operation. I contribute 
to the breeding decisions, help with 
calving, processing/branding, and 
weaning in the cow/calf operation. 
Once the calves are weaned, they 
enter the backgrounding phase. We 
background all of the calves born 
on the ranch. All of the steers and 
the bottom end of the heifers will 
be fed out in the finisher barn. The 
bulls and replacement heifers will be 
developed until they reach breeding 
age and are ready to re-enter the 
cow/calf operation.

A young person that wanted to 
prepare for a job like mine could go 
down several different avenues to 
learn what they needed to know. One 
way would be to find a farmer or 
rancher that is willing to teach them 
and give them hands-on experience. 
Pursuing a college education in 
Animal Science is another route, 
although I would recommend having 
some first-hand experience before 
investing the resources necessary 
to acquire a degree. Production 
agriculture is a dirty business full 
of hard work and long hours. It is 
incredibly rewarding, but it isn’t for 
everyone. Other avenues would be to 
do some research and learning online 
or at the library. There is a huge 
amount of information available in 
articles, forums, and videos of which 
it would be beneficial to have a grasp. 
Developing other skills that have a 
place on the farm would be another 
way to make yourself valuable. 
Getting a CDL, learning to weld, or 
developing mechanical repair skills 
are all very handy to have. In reality, a 
blend of all of these would provide the 
most well-rounded preparation for a 
job like mine.

Agriculture has been a passion of mine 
for my entire life. All I ever wanted 
to be growing up was a farmer or a 
rancher. As I got older and invested 
time and effort into agriculture, the 
more my passion grew. I love to learn, 
and in the ag industry there is always 
something new to learn, especially 
when dealing with livestock. Nothing 
ever goes exactly the same way 
twice, and you must always be alert 
and utilize your critical thinking 
skills to keep everything running 
smoothly. I’ve always particularly 
enjoyed working with animals, and 
that is why I pursued an education 
and career in livestock production. 
Big things like helping a heifer that 
is having trouble calving or treating 
a sick calf and watching it get better 
are very rewarding, but I really enjoy 
the little things, too. The nuance of 
good stockmanship/cattle handling 
is a good example. Something like 
being able to make little adjustments 
in your body language or position 
and see a big difference in the way an 
animal reacts. It’s hard to describe 
without seeing it in action, but when 
it happens you know it. It is rewarding 
because it is a sign that you are 
progressing in the mastery of your 
craft.

Agriculture has been a part of me 
for my entire life and I hope to stay 
involved in agriculture for the rest 
of my life. I want my children to be 
raised understanding where their 
food comes from. I think that is, 
sadly, something that too few people 
understand today as each generation 
gets further removed from the farm. 
I enjoy talking to people about what I 
do for a living. As I said, I love to learn, 
and I like to see other people learn, 
too. I think it would be beneficial for 
everyone to have more honest and 
civil conversations with people that 
live a life entirely different from their 
own. So, for anyone that doesn’t 
know about farming, I would highly 
recommend reaching out to a farmer 
and asking them about their life. I 
think you’ll be glad that you did.

JESSE & LORA 
SCHLEICH 
MARCH 4
We are Jesse and Lora Schleich of 
Fairview. We currently live in the 
family farm house that Jesse was 
raised in since the age of 5. We have 
been married for 21 years and are 
the proud parents of 2 children and 1 
spoiled dog. Our son Jacob, 19 years 
old, attends Illinois State University 
majoring in Agribusiness and enjoys 
still playing basketball whenever he 
can. Our daughter Jenna, 17 years 
old, is a senior at Spoon River Valley 
High School and plays volleyball and 
dances. 

Jesse graduated from Spoon River 
Valley, received his associates from 
Spoon River College, and Bachelor’s 
degree from Western Illinois 
University in Agronomy. In college 
Jesse worked as an intern under 
Dan Zinck where he was in charge 
of field test plots. Since graduating, 
he has been living out his passion 
of farming together with his parents 
Jack & Connie, oldest brother Jack 
Hayes, twin brother Jeffrey, and their 
families.

Our Schleich family farms corn and 
soybeans. Aside from farming, Jesse 
and his brother Jack have a field tiling 
business known as Schleich Tiling, 
Inc. They provide a service to area 
farmers and landowners by installing 
subsurface drainage systems in 
fields. To a non-farmer driving by this 
may look like a giant mole created a 
maze in the field.

Before dating Jesse, I knew nothing 
about agriculture. I grew up in Fairview 
and was very much a “town girl” who 
was very active in athletics. I also 
graduated from Spoon River Valley 
and received my Bachelor’s degree 
from Western Illinois University in 
Accounting. I worked for Gorenz and 
Associates for a few years. There 
I audited school districts and local 
governmental entities and prepared 
all types of tax returns during tax 
season. Once Jacob was born, I had 
the privilege of staying at home to 
raise children. I enjoy working with 
Jesse while also doing bookkeeping 
on the side. I’m the treasurer for 
Spoon River Valley School District 
and Fairview Fire Protection District, 
bookkeeper for Joshua Township, 
and I manage the bookkeeping for 
our portion of the farm. I serve as a 
Director and Treasurer on the SRV 
Educational Foundation. 

We are members of the Fairview 
Reformed Church. I have served as a 
Jr. High and High School RCYF Leader 
and Vacation Bible School Director 
and teacher for many years. Today we 
are mostly involved with supporting 
the kids’ athletic activities, taking 
family trips snow skiing, boating, and 
going on four-wheel and ATV rides. 
Jesse enjoys working in the shop 
doing mechanical maintenance on 
his trucks, semis or other equipment. 
I enjoy gardening and landscaping. 

For our Schleich Family, farming 
and working together has become 
our way of life. We all take part in 
helping out with different aspects of 
farming whether young or old. Some 
of the duties everyone in the family 
has taken part in includes: preparing 
the meals, being the gopher, picking 
up trash in the ditches (or scavenger 
hunting as I call it), managing the 
mowing, cleaning up the accidental 
messes, washing the dirty equipment, 
running a different piece of machinery 
each day, and taking orders from 
multiple bosses. 

The list goes on. I, for one, didn’t grow 
up living this lifestyle but now living 
half of my life raising our children and 
doing it alongside my husband Jesse 
and his family, I wouldn’t trade it for 
the world. 

Our advice for young people interested 
in pursuing a career in either 
agriculture and/or accounting would 
be obtaining at least a bachelor’s 
degree. One must be willing to 
work to gain hands-on experience, 
learn to problem-solve and be 
mechanically inclined, and have 
knowledge of financial management. 
In the accounting profession, prepare 
yourself for a mental challenge that 
deals with calculations, deskwork, 
and long days in the office. (Lol!!) 
One must also be willing to learn 
new things; with running high-tech 
machinery and computer technology 
constantly changing just embrace it!! 
You can also learn a great deal from 
listening and taking the advice from 

Continued on Next Page
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CASSIDY 
TARTER 
MARCH 5
I’m Cassidy Tarter. I graduated from 
Canton High School in May 2015. I 
completed my Associates Degree in 
Arts & Applied Science at Spoon River 
College with a Certificate in Precision 
Agriculture in May 2017, then earned 
my Bachelor of Agricultural Science 
degree with a Minor in Biochemistry 
at Western Illinois University in May 
2019. I was accepted to the University 
of Illinois College of Veterinary 
Medicine in April 2019 and started 
in August of that year. I will graduate 
in May 2023 with my Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine Degree.

I grew up on the family farm raising 
cattle while also growing corn and 

soybeans. I started showing cattle 
when I was 3 and loved the bond I was 
able to create with the animal. I always 
knew since I was little that I wanted to 
be a veterinarian when I grew up. My 
decision to pursue veterinary school 
was further solidified when I was 
able to start working with Dr. Rudy 
Corman and Dr. Emily Conrad-Gibb at 
Roseville Veterinary Services in the 
spring of 2016. They allowed me to 
get more hands-on experience than 
I had ever imagined. They have been 
my biggest mentors throughout my 
entire veterinary journey so far and 
I am so thankful for the opportunities 
to work with and learn from them.

I attend church at Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Canton when I 
am able with my family. My hobbies 
include riding and training my horse 
in my free time, hunting, and being 
outdoors when I can. I enjoy kayaking 
and roller blading also.  

I feel so passionately about the ag 
industry because I grew up in it. 
Between being both a 4-H and FFA 
member, it has given me countless 
opportunities and experiences that 
not many people get in life. Both 
organizations have helped me 
professionally and educationally 
achieve my goals of becoming a 
veterinarian. I would encourage 
a young person considering a Vet 
Med career to start shadowing a vet 
as soon as they can. The hands-on 
experiences that you learn from them 

will help to prepare you for what 
veterinary school is about. Also, don’t 
be afraid to ask more than one to let 
you shadow. Each one of us has our 
ways of doing things and typically it’s 
not a “one size fits all” approach.

I want those who don’t fully 
understand modern day agriculture 
and farming to not be afraid to ask 
questions. Our professions are 
constantly under attack from critics 
who know nothing about our way 
of life. For example, veterinarians 
are under scrutiny for “only wanting 
the money” and “not caring” when in 
reality, we are one of the professions 
with the highest suicide rates. While 
I could get on a tangent about this 
topic, I will say that general practicing 
veterinarians are expected to be a 
surgeon, dentist, cardiologist, and 
many more because we have to 
recognize the problems. So, to 
compare, you would have to schedule 
an appointment with your general 
practitioner, then a radiologist, then 
other specialists, etc., depending on 
the procedures you need done. 

Veterinarians do all of this themselves 
and more. I just ask that people be 
more courteous and empathetic when 
is comes to veterinary professionals 
and realize that we are just like your 
doctors, just for your pets. We care 
about your animals just as if they 
were our own, it’s why we decided 
to go through all of the schooling to 
become a veterinarian. 

other farmers. You can tell they love 
what they do when they talk about it 
24/7.

We would like non-farmers to 
know that agriculture impacts their 
everyday life. It derives from what 
everyone practically eats and wears. 
Nearly all of those things originate 
from a plant or animal in which 
a farmer grows. Sometimes the 
importance of agriculture and all that 
goes into raising crops and livestock 

go unnoticed. My side of the family 
has grown to appreciate the hard 
work that farmers and agricultural 
workers do which has changed 
their perspectives on farmers. They 
have become patient with the large 
machinery taking up the roads and 
give semis and livestock trailers the 
extra space needed when they turn 
at intersections. Three out of my four 
siblings now are directly affected 
by agriculture in some way whether 

they have either married into it or 
manage meat as their profession.

We farmers take pride in what we do 
and strive to be the best stewards of 
the land. We care about the safety of 
the chemicals we use and make every 
effort to be efficient and profitable. 
Our legacies are to preserve our land 
while we are here and eventually 
pass it down for future generations 
to prosper if they desire.

. . .

KEITH 
MELLERT 
MARCH 6
Hi, I’m Keith Mellert. I’m a loan officer 
for Compeer Financial and also farm 
with my parents, Frank and Jane 
Mellert, just south of Canton. My 
wife, Taryn, and I are the parents 
of Hayes (4), Grace (2), and Claire 
(4 months). Taryn works for Spoon 
River Electric Cooperative doing HR 
and Executive Assistant things and 
tries to keep up with the kids.

I graduated from Canton High 
School in 2005. I was very active 
in the FFA program, eventually 
earning my American Degree. I also 
was active in 4-H. After high school 
I went on to Spoon River College 
where I received my associates 
degree and participated in PAS 
(shout out to the 2007 quiz bowl 

team) and from there I attended the 
University of Illinois and graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in Crop 
Sciences in 2009. After college, I 
traveled around the state for about a 
year in training with Farm Credit, but 
eventually moved back to the Canton 
area in 2010. We live on the “home 
farm” that my ancestors acquired 
in the 1940s, and I think Mellerts 
have been farming in Fulton County 
since sometime in the mid-1800s. 
I am passionate about agriculture 
because I grew up in it and have 
always been around it. My wife and I 
are excited to raise our kids around 
a farm and involved in agriculture.

Taryn and I belong to Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Canton where I 
serve on the administrative board. 
At this point in my life, I spend most 
of my spare time helping raise 
our young kids. I do enjoy hunting, 
fishing, and water/snow skiing and 
look forward to getting my kids 
involved in outdoor activities when 
they get older.

If a person wanted to have a job 
similar to mine, I’d suggest they get 
an Ag degree and build personal 
relationships that will help serve as 
a reference for future employment. 
I always like to tell high school age 
students that I have a degree in 
Crop Sciences but now work in Ag 
Finance, so don’t get too worried 
if you’re unsure of what to major 
in. It’s also helpful to be involved 
in agricultural organizations like 
Farm Bureau. Personal connections 
and community/organizational 
involvement are likely just as 
important as formal education to 
real world success. 

I’m passionate about the agriculture 
industry because I enjoy working 
with and serving farmers in our 
area. My career with Compeer 
Financial allows me to work with 
other farmers daily. I especially 
enjoy helping younger farmers get 
started in farming by setting up 
their first operating loan or helping 
with their first land purchase. 
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ALLYSON 
SMITH 
MARCH 7
I’m Allyson Smith. I am an 
Agriculture Instructor at Spoon 
River College. I’m married to Dalton 
who is a mechanic. Our little family 
consists of 3 rescue dogs: Bailey, 
Cricket, and Roscoe.

I graduated from Canton High 
School in 2015. While in high 
school, I was an active FFA member 
serving as chapter vice-president 
and president. I participated in 
Agronomy, Horticulture, Poultry, Ag 
Mechanics, Soils, Public Speaking, 
Ag Sales contests and many more. 

After high school, I attended Western 
Illinois University, graduating 

from the School of Agriculture in 
2018 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture. My focus was Ag Science 
with a minor in Agronomy. While a 
student there, I was an Ag Vocator 
(student recruiter) for the School 
of Agriculture, on the Weed Science 
Team, a Peer Mentor for incoming 
freshman students, and was a WIU 
Orientation Leader. I worked and 
conducted undergraduate research 
under Dr. Mark Bernards at the 
university farm. 

I earned a Master of Science in Crop 
and Soil Science from Michigan 
State University in 2021. My focus 
there was Agronomy and Weed 
Science. I conducted research 
on drought tolerant corn hybrid 
performance under reduced 
precipitation and weed pressure and 
weed communities under reduced 
precipitation.

After graduating from Michigan State 
University, I worked as a Research 
Specialist for the University of 
Missouri at the Greenley Research 
Center in the NE corner of MO. While 
there, I managed over 60 research 
trials on corn, soybean, wheat, rye, 
alfalfa, rice, industrial hemp, and 
beef cattle. Our research was mainly 
focused on fertility, weed control, 
and controlled drainage structures. 

My husband and I enjoy fishing, 
camping, and traveling. The picture 
I’ve included is of our honeymoon, 
visiting Yellowstone National Park!

I am passionate about the agriculture 
industry because of the career and 
foundation of life that it has provided 
for me. I want non-farmers to know 
that agriculture is so much more 
than what they hear on the news 
and that without agriculture, there 
is no culture. 

JEFF SHELBY 
MARCH 8
My name is Jeff Shelby. I live in 
Farmington Illinois with my wife 
Emily and three sons Noah (12) Lane 
(10) and Jackson (6). I grew up on a 
family farm near Lewistown. 

Looking back, I realize the great 
opportunity I had of being raised on a 

livestock and row crop farm. This has 
been the backbone to understanding 
hard work for me. 

I enjoyed sports and showing 
livestock growing up. I graduated from 
Lewistown Community High school in 
2000. I attended Spoon River College, 
where I received an Associate’s 
Degree in agriculture. I continued my 
education at the University of Illinois 
Urbana -Champaign, and graduated 

with a Bachelor’s Degree in Crop 
Science & Agronomy. 

I started my career with Monsanto 
in soybean production in Windfall, 
Indiana. From there I moved to 
Redwood Falls, Minnesota to continue 
my career with Monsanto. In 2009 I 
had an opportunity to move back near 
home and work for pioneer Hi-Breds 
in sales. In 2014 I opened a pioneer 
dealership with my brother Ben, in 
London Mills. 

When not working I enjoy golfing, 
hunting, and spending time with 
my family. We are members at 
Northwoods community Church in 
Canton. I also serve on the Fulton 
County Farm Bureau Board of 
Directors. 

If I could give advice to young people 
looking to be in the ag industry, I 
would suggest they find internships 
or summer jobs in the ag field they 
are interested in. They’d not only 
experience the career, but also 
create a network of connections. 
Connections to help build your 
knowledge of the industry which will 
help you pick a career path that you 
enjoy.

I am continually grateful to have 
the opportunity to own a business 
in Fulton county and work with so 
many great individuals. The farming 
community is made up of great people 
and families that make my business 
an enjoyable career. 

Selling for pioneer gives me the 
opportunity to stay up to-date on 
ag technologies and changes in 
agronomy and in the ag industry as 
they emerge. I am fortunate to have 
a career, and also to be involved 
in a family farming operation that 
includes my dad, uncles, brother, and 
cousins. 
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KIM SMAIL 
MARCH 9
I am Kim Smail. My wife Judy 
and I live in Canton. Judy is a 
youth summer camp planner 
with the Canton YWCA. We are 
parents of four kids; Patrick is 
a Special Education teacher and 
football coach in Birmingham, 
Alabama. Megan is a pharmacist 
in Lexington, SC. David is a Meat 
Clerk at Kroger in Canton. Jennie 
is the General Manager of Hidden 
Hills Winery in Knoxville, Illinois. 
We have five grandchildren (3 
boys and 2 girls) plus one more 
on way!

I graduated from Mt Zion High 
School in 1974. I then graduated 
from Western Illinois University 
in1978 with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Agriculture. I am an 
Eagle Scout and am a past Scout 
Leader. We are parishioners 
of St Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Canton, and I enjoy hunting, 
fishing, and wood working. I 
serve on the Fulton County Ag in 
Classroom committee to promote 
agriculture and its place in day-
to-day life to Fulton County grade 
school children.

I am the District Conservationist 
(DC) for USDA, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, providing 
service from the Lewistown, 
Havana, and Virginia Field 
Offices. I have been the DC in the 
Lewistown office since 2002 but 
took the additional roles in 2015. 

My first position out of college 
was at Key Ag Service in Macomb 
as the Laboratory Supervisor. We 
tested soils for fertilizer needs, 
plant tissues, and livestock feeds. 
I was there for 7 years before 
starting my career within County 
soil scientist positions. I was with 
McDonough, Jo Daviess, Fulton, 
Hancock, and Franklin Counties 
(in that order) before I settled 

in Fulton County in 2002. I also 
owned and operated Smail’s Berry 
Farm in two different locations 
and times; in Tennessee, Illinois 
1984-1992 and in Mulkeytown, 
(near DuQuoin, IL) 1994-2002. We 
raised strawberries, raspberries, 
blueberries and vegetable crops. 

In my role as District 
Conservationist, I administer Farm 
Bill programs which provide Fulton 
County farmers with conservation 
program funding. I work with 
the Farm Service Agency on 
their conservation programs, 
determining eligibility and funding 
amounts, writing contracts, 
developing job sheets, and I provide 
follow-up status reviews as needed.

Fulton County is home to the 
largest Wetland Reserve Program, 
a farm over 6000 acres in Illinois, 
owned by The Nature Conservancy 
(their Emiquon Preserve). This 
ground was accepted into the 
program under my direction in 
2006. I coordinate with participants 
and provide agency contract 
management to just over 18 
Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) contracts, 38 
Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP) contracts, 2 Wetlands Reserve 
Program (WRP) Easements and 1 
FEPEPP easement. I currently have 
over 25 EQIP applications waiting 
on funding.

I’ve worked with a watershed 
committee covering 6 counties 
in Western Illinois. I’ve worked 
with Fulton County Farm Bureau 
to jointly promote cover crop 
programs. I work developing best 
management strategies on strip-

mine soil resources in Fulton 
County. Strip-mined ground makes 
up almost 10% of county soil 
acreage. 

I work with the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service on Emiquon Reserve 

projects and wildlife projects on 
private lands, as well as with 
the Corps of Engineers to assist 
clients on projects in the flood 
zone especially after the flooding 
in 2013 that many levees breached 
and also stream bank and channel 
issues.

To do my job, a young person 
would have an interest in the 
environment and the wise use of 
the natural resources available; 

soil, plants and trees and making 
agriculture better. They should 
like studying school subjects like 
science, biology, environment, and 
agriculture. I encourage them to 
participate in other activities like 
4-H. Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, 
participation will provide additional 
exposure outside of a school setting 
- such as projects and merit badge 
work in environmental resources 
and understanding how things 
grow and interact with other living 
species and other factors such as 
climate, soils, and geology. They 
should build knowledge and meet 
with people who work in the kind of 
jobs they might be interested in and 
ask questions! See if a volunteer 
type program might be available 
that you could even learn, and work 
hands- on with what you might 
be interested in for future. They 
should also check with the agency 
or organization they want to work 
with and find out what education, 
college courses/training is needed 
to be in that job position. 

Agriculture is a science to put all 
the resources and environment 
factors to use to produce food, fiber 
and building materials to benefit 
the producer and the community. 
Agriculture has to be able to do 
this over and over again each year 
without hurting the local natural 
resource base or causing problems 
somewhere else. My job with the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service is to help producers do just 
that and show them options to keep 
productivity up, maintain the local 
environment, be good neighbors 
and land stewards of the farmland 
which they are caring for.

“ To do my job, a young 
person would have 
an interest in the 
environment and the 
wise use of the natural 
resources available; 
soil, plants and trees 
and making agriculture 
better. They should 
like studying school 
subjects like science, 
biology, environment, 
and agriculture.”
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MAX 
JOHNSON 
MARCH 10
My name is Max Johnson. I am a 
freshman at Millikin University. I 
graduated from Lewistown High 
School in 2021, where I participated 
in many clubs and organizations 
while in high school. The one that 
had the most influence on my future 
after high school was FFA. I was a 
4-year member of FFA, being elected 
treasurer during my sophomore year, 
vice president my junior year, and 
president my senior year. Over the 
time I served in FFA I learned many 
things about agriculture and its effect 
on our community and my future. I am 
also a member of 4-H where I found 
my interest in Entomology. These 
organizations had a great impact 
on my future decision to major in 
Environmental Biology. I have loved 
collecting and studying insects since 
I was little. I have always wanted 
to pursue an education that would 
involve Entomology and somehow 
find a way to tie it into agriculture. 

After visiting Millikin University 
during my senior year I fell in love 

with the options it offered me to 
pursue my interests in agriculture 
and Entomology. I initially wanted 
to focus strictly on Entomology, 
and I quickly learned that to study 
Entomology I needed to learn about 
all aspects that affect nature from 
the plants to the soils. This realization 
led me to broaden my focus beyond 
Entomology and to tie it into 
agriculture. I wanted to learn about 
what effect insects have on certain 
plants and crops and the effects they 
have on the outcome of a productive 
harvest. The major I chose was 
Biology and the further I got in my 
education during my first semester 
of college while attending Millikin I 
found out that Environmental studies 
was more fitting for what I wanted to 
do for a career after college. 

I do not farm or manage crops 
or handle cattle or hogs, I am a 
beekeeper. With the help of a mentor, 
I have been raising bees since I was 
ten. I was always interested in the 
effect bees have on our environment 
and what they could offer us. I read 
books on how to keep bees and how 
to manage hives to make sure they 
were efficient in brood production. 
I have always learned something 
while working with my beehives. I 
have learned the benefits that honey 

bees as pollinators have on our 
environment and our crops. I want 
to have a career that focuses on the 
environment and Entomology. I have 
always hoped to use my bees for 
research for college projects and 
different job opportunities. 

I took part in many volunteer activities 
through my local United Methodist 
Church. I helped with the food pantry 
and delivered bags of food items to 
residents who attended the church 
and many other people within my 
small town. I also love working on 
and collecting bikes. I turned that 
hobby into a way to give back to my 
community by fixing up bikes that 
people no longer had a use for. I 
would repair them and donate them 
to Fulton-Mason Women’s Crisis 
agency located in Canton Illinois. I 
donated bikes for people of all ages. 
I also volunteer at Dickson Mounds 
Museum to give presentations about 
Entomology, beekeeping, and bicycle 
care. 

I would say there are various things 
a young person can do to prepare 
for a job like I want after college. 
I am hoping to get involved with 
local conservation organizations 
and connect with members of my 
community that can help me further 
my knowledge in my field of study. 
I have hopes of being involved in 
research projects to expand my 
knowledge and research my options 
for my future career. 

Being a beekeeper has made me 
more passionate about agriculture. 
Pollinators are one of the most 
important benefactors in this 
world. Without pollinators, our crop 
production would dwindle causing 
a major collapse of our agricultural 
future. I would like non-farmers to 
know that farming is not only about 
cows or hogs or corn and beans 
but also about how to better the 
environment through an agricultural 
lens. Modern-day agriculture is 
continuously growing and becoming 
more advanced every day.

KYLE 
FERGUSON 
MARCH 11
I’m Kyle Ferguson and I live near 
Bushnell.  My fiancé, Grace Sullivan, 
owns and operates her own online 
clothing boutique called Good Grace 
Boutique. She also prepares mailing 
lists for Sullivan Auctioneers. 

I graduated from Bushnell Prairie 
City High School in 2017. After that 
I attended the World Wide College 
of Auctioneering in Mason City, 
IA in 2016. I worked for Sullivan 
Auctioneers for 5 years before 

returning home to farm full-time 
with my dad (Mark Ferguson) and 
Brother (Curt Ferguson). 

I farm alongside my dad and brother 
and together we are the 3rd and 
4th generation of Fergusons to run 
a row crop operation in western 
Fulton County. We also custom 
feed cattle each year and we have 
multiple semis that are on the road 
daily.  I love to fish and hunt whitetail 
deer, wild turkey and waterfowl.

I grew up going to cattle and farm 
auctions with my dad and grandpa 
and I was always fascinated with the 
auctioneer. I decided one day that I 
would try and get into auctioneering 
so I started helping local auctioneers 
and attended auction school in 2016. 

My advice to a young person wanting 
to be an auctioneer would be to work 
for an auctioneer. Actually, that’s 
true for anyone; find someone that 
does the thing you want to do. Put 
yourself in an environment to learn. 

I am passionate about agriculture 
because it runs deep in my blood. 
Farming and agriculture are on 
both sides of my family and stems 
back many generations. It’s a hard 
working and very honest way of life. 
Being able to be outside every day 
and take part in God’s creation and 
knowing that you are part of a small 
group that is responsible for putting 
food on people’s tables across 
the country is a very rewarding 
feeling and I couldn’t imagine doing 
anything else.
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STACEY 
SCHISLER 
MARCH 12
Hi. I am Stacey Schisler and I live 
with my husband Nick Schisler in 
Fairview, IL. Our 4-year-old son, 
Blake attends Pre-K at Spoon 
River Valley. I am originally from 
Smithfield and graduated from 
Cuba High School. I attended Spoon 
River College in the Ag-transfer 
program earning an Associate in 
Science, then on to Western Illinois 
University for a Bachelor’s in Animal 
Science. I grew up on a small cow/
calf operation and showed cattle 
extensively every summer until I 
was 30 years old. Anyone addicted 
to showing knows how it gets in your 

blood and is hard to quit! My brother, 
Tad White has continued & expanded 
the cow/calf operation near Fiatt, IL. 
I help him and my parents out when 
I can. In our spare time, we attend 
area cattle shows – just watching 
for now until I can get Blake into 
showing, lol. We also enjoy planting 
and spending time in our garden. 

I work for Rural Community Insurance 
Services (RCIS) in Crop Claims on 
the adjuster team. I also work at 
the Fairview Sale Barn helping out 
in the auction booth and office. The 
best things about these jobs are 
the people. Farmers and ranchers 
are some of the best, down-to-
earth people you can work with. 
A couple of skills someone would 
need to work in agriculture would 
be flexibility and a willingness to 
learn. Anyone who has worked with 

crop insurance knows that the rules 
are always changing. Adjusters go 
through extensive training each 
year just to know how to do their 
jobs. Production agriculture is the 
same way. There are always new 
products or ways of doing things 
more efficiently. That is the only way 
to stay in business. If you are new to 
agriculture, one of the best ways to 
learn is to talk to other farmers. They 
are more than willing to share what 
works for them on their operations. 
You can learn a lot just by attending 
and listening to a “coffee klatch.” 

Like everyone else, I believe more 
education is needed for non-
farmers. Especially in metropolitan 
areas, the public is very removed 
from the farm and has no idea how 
their food is produced. Some think it 
is all cold-hearted Factory Farming, 
not the blood, sweat, and tears that 
go into a family operation. Good 
or bad, this is the Public Relations 
world we live in. We all need to be 
agriculture ambassadors. Growing 
up with livestock, I knew how much 
we fretted and fussed over the 
animals and their wellbeing. Are they 
growing enough? Are they healthy? 
Working in crop insurance, I learned 
that crop farmers are the same way. 
They fret and fuss over those rows 
of crops out in the field just as much 
as someone with animals. They try 
their best to be good stewards of 
their land and livestock. Not only is 
that good business sense but when 
you love something, you take care 
of it. A farmer’s heart and soul go 
into their commodities and they take 
great pride and ownership in them. 
How many occupations have this 
same day and night dedication?

JASON 
CHATTERTON 
MARCH 13
My name is Jason Chatterton. I was 
recently elected to the Fulton County 
Farm Bureau board of directors. My 
wife Lauren and I farm with my mom 
and dad, Brett and Deanna, in Avon. 
We have two boys, Elliott (4) and 
Oliver (6). We do our best to keep our 
faith in God and our family front and 

center. We are very involved with 
several local churches, and I also 
recently joined the board of Trinity 
Academy in Industry, where our 
oldest son attends school.

I studied music at Greenville 
University, and after college toured 
with my band for a while. As much 
as I enjoy music, I could never 
stop thinking about farming and 
eventually moved back to participate 
in the family operation, helping on 
the farm and driving a semi for my 
dad and uncle Greg Chatterton.

Today, Lauren and I own rental 

properties in Illinois and Iowa, and 
I am a partner in a construction 
business. Dad owns and operates 
a trucking business. We have 
utilized this off-farm income to 
hedge against the ups and downs of 
farming. It seems that the inherent 
volatility of farming is becoming 
even more extreme as we go into 
the future.

For a young person wanting to get 
into farming, I think off-farm income 
is pretty important. The position and 
cash flow from the rental properties 
was the foundation for buying our 
first farm. Don’t be afraid to get 
creative or be different - the first 
farm I rented was partly because 
the landlord wanted to no-till and 
use cover crops and at that time it 
was difficult to find anyone else to 
do it.

The best part of farming is getting to 
do it with family. I get to work with 
my dad every day. Our boys love 
being around the farm, and Oliver 
is even learning to operate some 
machinery at age 6 (not by himself 
- yet!) We also have several family 
members that help us on the farm, 
and that we rent land from, some 
of which has been in the Chatterton 
family for 6 generations. We see 
that as a great responsibility to 
make sure it’s taken care of well 
and hopefully passed down 6 more 
generations.

In spite of the volatility and 
uncertainty facing the future of 
agriculture, I’m very excited for the 
opportunities it presents and I feel 
blessed to be a part of it. Something 
I enjoy is telling people about the 
cutting-edge technology we utilize 
in ag, and the ways we are adapting, 
farming more efficiently and 
becoming better at taking care of 
the land and the environment. There 
are a lot of misconceptions about 
farming, so I believe farmers need 
to tell their story.
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CHASE 
STRANTZ 
MARCH 14
Hello, I am Chase Strantz from 
Canton. I am the son of Russell 
Strantz and Karen Smolczyk. I have 
one sister, Madison, who attends the 
West Point Military Academy in New 
York. I graduated from Canton High 
School in 2017. After high school 
I attended Spoon River College 
graduating with an Associate in 
Arts degree in 2019. Following SRC 
I transferred to Western Illinois 
University graduating in 2021 with 
a bachelor’s degree in Accounting. 
Currently, I am in my final year of 
graduate school at WIU and will 
graduate in May with a Master of 
Accountancy. I am working towards 
studying for the CPA exam.

Throughout high school, I was 
heavily involved with the Canton 
FFA. I competed in many Career 
Development Events (CDE’s). These 
helped me gain confidence in public 
speaking and grow my leadership 
abilities. Currently, I am a member 
of Wesley United Methodist Church 
in Canton, Canton FFA Alumni 
Association, and Fulton County Farm 
Bureau.

I grew up on our family farm just 
south of Canton near Dunfermline. 
Today, alongside my dad Russell, we 
grow corn and soybeans in Fulton 
and Peoria counties. One virtue my 
dad taught me at a young age was to 
always leave something better than 
we found it. That has always been 
my philosophy as we acquire more 
ground. Land improvements might 
involve picking up rocks, trimming 
trees, erosion control, and/or 
installing field tile. 

These not only provide benefits 
today but also preserve the land for 
future generations.

I purchased my first farm in 
December of 2020 through the FSA’s 
Beginning Farmer Loan Program. 
This is a great program for farmers 
just starting out who are looking 
to purchase land to expand their 
operations. Without programs like 
these, new farmers would not be 
able to get started. I encourage all 
new farmers to check it out. 

Looking forward, I plan to use 
my knowledge of accounting and 
farming to help farmers and those 
in the ag industry prepare tax 
returns, make tax plans, and advise 
them on financial decisions for their 
operations. At the same time, I plan 
to continue to grow our farming 
operation. I am proud to call Fulton 
County my home.

LANCE 
MORING 
MARCH 15
I am Lance Moring from Canton. 
I live there with my wife, my son 
Carter, my daughter Kendall, and 
our new baby coming in June of 
2022! I grew up in Freeport, IL 
and earned a Bachelor’s Degree 
from Olivet Nazarene University 
as well as a Master’s Degree from 
Eastern Illinois University. I moved 
to Canton in 2010 where I worked at 
the Canton Family YMCA and Canton 
Park District before starting my 
career with COUNTRY Financial in 
June of 2020. 

My wife Jessica works at Graham 
Hospital where she has been a 
Registered Nurse for 13 years. 

She works as an instructor at the 
Graham Hospital School of nursing. 
My son Carter (8) attends Lincoln 
Elementary School. He loves to play 
video games, playing baseball, and 
enjoying the outdoors. My daughter 
Kendall (2) goes to the YWCA for 
daycare and loves to sing, dance, 
tumble, and jump on the trampoline 
with her big brother. They are both 
excited to be gaining a little brother 
or sister this summer!

While I did not grow up on a farm, 
my family’s roots run deep in the 
farming industry. My grandfather 
worked as a feed salesman for FS 
Stephenson County for 35 years 
before retiring. My father works for 
Prairie State Tractor, a John Deere 
dealership in Freeport, IL. He is 
planning his retirement in July of 
2022 after 37 years of service. My 
mother worked for Kelly Springfield 
Tire, a division of Goodyear Tire that 
produced farm tires, for 28 years. So, 

while I have never worked or lived 
on a farm, I have a deep appreciation 
for the hardest working industry 
there is, farming.

Joining COUNTRY Financial in 2020 
allowed me to combine many of my 
passions and talents in order to 
serve Canton and the surrounding 
area. My enjoyment of working 
with people and helping serve their 
needs, paired with my commitment 
to being a part of a small town, 
made it a perfect career choice for 
me. I am active in the community 
serving on committees with the 
Canton Area Chamber of Commerce 
as well as being a member of the 
Canton Kiwanis Club. Insurance and 
financial services is a new career 
for me, but my past experiences in 
customer service positions as well 
as working for financial institutions 
helped shape my career path.

With the close partnership that 
COUNTRY Financial holds with 
Fulton County Farm Bureau, I have 
welcomed the opportunity to work 
with local farmers. My job is to help 
make insuring their farm operations 
as effortless for them as possible. 
They are the cornerstone of our 
country and our local economy, and 
it is an honor to play just a small role 
in helping serve them. While I am 
still new and have a much to learn 
about ag operations, equipment, and 
crop coverages, it is a position I am 
committed to learning as much from 
farmers as I hope they learn from 
me.

I was not born and raised in the 
area. I have not been a part of the 
local community for a large part 
of my life. With the connections I 
have made and the people I have 
surrounded myself with, however, I 
feel I have earned the respect and 
trust of the clients I work with. I 
look forward to continuing to serve 
the area with COUNTRY Financial for 
many years to come!
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LEAH GLASER
MARCH 16
My name is Leah Boyer-Glaser. I 
grew up in Maquon and graduated 
from Spoon River Valley High School 
in 1993. I attended Illinois College in 
Jacksonville, IL and then transferred 
to Knox College, graduating with a 
degree in English/Communications 
in 1997. I have two children, Bo 
Glaser and Becca Glaser. Bo is 
currently residing in Abingdon and 
is a pilot for Jet Air. Becca resides 
in Arizona where she attends Grand 
Canyon University and is a teacher 
at a daycare facility. 

While growing up I could be found 
on a gym floor or at my father’s 
horse farm outside of Springfield, 
IL. Where many people gain their 
ag roots from a grain farm, my 
ag background comes from the 
4-legged kind. My first ag adventure 
was on a Shetland pony named 

Sissy. She was the typical pony…
onery and bad. Our adventures 
usually found us in trouble, and I 
was the one hurt. At age 4, she took 
me through a fence and left me in 
the ditch. And another time she did 
the same trick, sending me into 
the guard rails at the racetrack in 
Canton. No matter what she did to 
me, I always got back on, which led 
to my Life Lesson #1: “When you get 
knocked down; you get back on!”

After “graduating” from Sissy the 
pony, I moved on to Quarter horses. 
We worked cattle, raced and I 
competed in Cutting. But why stop 
when there are taller things to fall 
off of? I continued being an exercise 
jockey on Thoroughbreds, and yes, 
they go fast. 

After graduating college, I worked 
at an insurance agency for 10 
years. From there I went back to 
the Ag industry and worked at local 
Agricultural Equipment dealerships. 
I started off in Human Resources 
and then moved into managing the 

Parts and Service Departments. This 
is where I learned a lot about what 
it takes to keep equipment going 
and how important that equipment 
is to farmers. I also learned that 
service technicians are extremely 
smart, and they are pretty good at 
guessing games when the farmer 
is explaining the part that he needs. 
I still remember working the parts 
counter and a farmer telling me 
that he needed the “mustache” part. 
Thank goodness for parts diagrams 
because there wasn’t a part called 
“mustache” that I could find!

Today you will find me at Farmers 
State Bank in Elmwood where I get 
to continue helping and working 
in the Ag Industry as an Ag Loan 
Officer. You might catch me in the 
bank helping a local farmer with his 
farm operating or real estate loan, 
or you might see me on a hay rack 
throwing bales for a customer. 

I’m also a “hired” hand on the 
Brown’s Family Farms outside 
of London Mills. My mentors and 
bosses are Rob and Earle Brown. 
This last fall I became the auger cart 
operator and I even drove the grain 
truck a couple of times. The grain 
truck had to be modified by adding 
pillows so I could reach the pedals 
and see over the steering wheel, but 
Earle used them for his naps when 
he drove it. I did so good that I got a 
raise…3x my salary of $0! 

Ag is in my blood in many ways. My 
work ethic stems from background 
in the agriculture industry, along 
with my passion for playing sports. 
I have learned so many life lessons 
since the first time I got into Sissy’s 
saddle (and I still have the saddle 
with the blocks in the stirrups). Ag 
isn’t for the weak and it’s not for the 
faint of heart. You get knocked down 
and the work is never done. But the 
rewards, memories and legacy are 
what makes it worth it and MORE! 

RYE 
RANDOLPH
MARCH 17
My name is Rye Randolph. I manage 
and operate our family farm around 
Canton, Illinois. My wife, Ronda, is the 
Marketing Director for Renaissance 
Care Center in Canton. We live in the 
original farm house that my family 
built upon moving to Illinois in the 
1830s. 

We have three children, Ally 
Pellegrini, Sophie Pellegrini 
and Grayson Randolph. Ally is a 
recent University of Illinois U-C 

graduate and currently working for 
Northwestern University in Chicago. 
Sophie graduated from high school 
in December and is currently living 
in Champaign and working at Buffalo 
Wild Wings. Grayson is in 6th grade. 

I am a 1995 Canton High School 
graduate. I have a B.S. in Agricultural 
Science from Western Illinois 
University. 

After graduating from college, I 
briefly worked for Fulton FS in 
Lewistown before returning to the 
family farm.

Our farm is primarily a grain farm, 
growing corn and soybeans. We 
have a handful of cattle that my 
son raises as his 4-H project. I am 

the 7th generation of my family to 
operate this farm. 

Living on the farm allows me to 
enjoy many activities such as 
hunting and fishing. But my favorite 
hobby is definitely playing hockey 
and watching my son or the Blues 
play hockey. 

Farming is both a passion and a 
business for me. It is the perfect 
example of a labor of love. My advice 
to anyone considering a career in 
agriculture would be expect lots of 
long hours. Embrace the wisdom of 
elders. Always continue searching 
for better ways. And always be a 
good neighbor. If you keep pursuing 
opportunities with these in mind, 
success will be within your reach.
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ABBI 
HARRISON
MARCH 18
I’m Abbi Harrison. I am the 
Agriculture Instructor and FFA 
Advisor at Lewistown Community 
High School. I’m also the Junior 
Class sponsor and an assistant 
track coach!

My husband Trey and I have 2 dogs; 

Willow and Luna. They are litter 
mates who just turned 2 years old. 
I love to spend time with family 
and friends. I enjoy going to my 
husband’s family cabin and relaxing 
and reading a good book.

I attended Canton High School and 
then Western Illinois University on 
a track scholarship. I majored in 
Agricultural Science to prepare for a 
career as an agricultural education 
teacher. For anyone thinking they 
may want to be an ag teacher, I’d tell 
them to observe a great teacher and 

see if it’s what they actually want 
to do. Of course, they would then 
have to attend a university with an 
Agricultural Education program.

My Dad introduced me to agriculture. 
He would take me to the farm where 
my grandfather had about 100 acres 
or so. We would spend time there. 
Then he introduced me to livestock 
when I’d go with him to help on a 
farm that he was employed on. I just 
loved learning all I could there. When 
I started high school, on my first day 
I was in an agriculture class with Mr. 
Deligatti. He told me that very day 
that I was now “his kid” and I would 
be enrolling in everything FFA. And 
he was right! 

I was an officer for 2 years. I went 
to so many contests I couldn’t even 
now count. I helped plan and run all 
the banquets, FFA Week activities, 
and other events. 

With the experiences I had with 
my Dad Clint Endres and my FFA 
Dad Mike Deligatti, I developed a 
passion for agriculture. I wanted to 
inspire young minds with that same 
passion, so that’s why I chose to 
teach. 

Teaching agriculture is something 
different each day. I love seeing 
my students develop the same 
leadership and love for agriculture 
that I have!

RUSTY 
MELHOUSE
MARCH 19
I’m Rusty Melhouse. I am married 
to Sarah Murphy Melhouse and we 

have 2 children; Maeve is four and 
Rory is one.

I graduated from Canton High 
School in 1995, and the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign in 2000. 
I grew up on a small family farm in 
the northeast corner of the county 
where we still raise corn and beans. 
I served as the Illinois Association 

FFA State Vice President 1995-
1996. Off the farm I am a Financial 
Advisor with Edward Jones, where 
I’ve been since 2007. 

In my spare time I enjoy boating 
with family and friends and 
playing golf. I like also restoring 
and participating in pulling classic 
John Deere tractors. Within the 
community I offer support to a 
variety of service organizations and 
events that provide young people 
activities & life skills. I believe in 
providing experiences to our youth 
that will provide a spark or interest 
that drives them to be productive 
and involved citizens in their 
communities. 

In preparing a young person to do 
my job, I would advise them first 
that they need to have a passion 
in assisting individuals and 
businesses. Additionally, a love of 
finance & willingness to help people 
succeed financially. You need to be 
a lifelong learner and you need to 
enjoy having a new challenge each 
day. 

Since my time in FFA & growing 
up on a farm I can comfortably 
say that those experiences had a 
large influence on who I am today. 
My support of agriculture comes 
from the comfort in knowing it is 
the economic engine of our area 
and downstate Illinois. We have all 
witnessed other industries come 
and go. It is our responsibility 
from both a business and social 
perspective to continue educating 
consumers on the benefits of having 
a strong agriculture industry in 
downstate Illinois. 

“ Teaching agriculture 
is something different 
each day. I love seeing 
my students develop 
the same leadership 
and love for agriculture 
that I have!”
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JACOB 
WILLIAMS
MARCH 20
I am Jacob Williams. I am the 
operations manager and co-owner 
of Harvester Meat Co. in Canton, 
and a part time bison rancher. I am 
husband to Shelby Williams, and 
we are expecting our first child in 
September. Shelby and I attend the 
Evangelical Free Church of Canton, 
and we both serve in the worship 
band on occasion. I have been a 
member of Farm Bureau literally 

my whole life; my Mom, Harriett, is a 
past Director of Fulton County Farm 
Bureau and she served as the Chair 
of the Women’s Committee for many 
years.

I graduated from Canton High School, 
and then attended Illinois Wesleyan 
University earning a Bachelor of 
Arts in Environmental Studies 
with a concentration in Ecology. At 
Wesleyan I competed in Track and 
Field earning four all conference 
titles and served as a team captain 
my senior year. I conducted research 
under Dr. Aaron Wilson, also a Canton 
native, on the freshwater mussels in 
the Spoon River throughout Fulton 
and Knox counties. 

After graduating from Wesleyan, I 
moved to south Texas and worked 
on a ranch as a wildlife specialist 
and hunting guide until returning 
home in November of 2019. Upon 
returning home, I accepted a 
position with the National Great 
Rivers Research and Education 
Center(NGRREC) as a partner with 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) in McDonough, 
Schuyler, Brown, Hancock, and 
Adams Counties. I worked primarily 
out of the McDonough county USDA 
service center. 

I helped administer the CRP 
program, writing conservation plans, 
giving seeding and management 
recommendations, and writing 
prescribed fire plans. In May 2021 
I resigned from my position, and 
started working full time building 
Harvester Meat with my father, 
Kevin. By the end of May we had the 
store front open, and in mid-October 
we slaughtered our first beef.

By night I care for my 40 head of 
bison, and by day I oversee 21 
full time staff and 4 part timers at 
Harvester Meats. I don’t get as much 
time at home on the farm as I would 
like, but one perk of raising bison 
is they are very low maintenance. 
My goal is to continue to grow our 
facility, and allow our local livestock 
producers to grow their direct-to-
consumer market. 

I am fascinated with the ecology of 
large grazing animals. I love hanging 
out with my animals, and nothing 
beats the satisfaction of raising 
your own food. I want non farmers to 
know that the best way to buy food 
for their families is to go down the 
road, and buy right from the farm. 
Whether fruits, vegetables, honey, or 
meat: buying local and buying direct 
gives you the most bang for your 
buck, and the producers make more 
because they eliminate the money-
making middle men. 

JOHN VIGNA
MARCH 21
I’m John Vigna. I farm near Ellisville. 
My wife Crissy and I have three 
children. Justin farms with me, 
Brittany Gray is a Registered Nurse 
in Canton, Christopher who works at 
Autonomous Stuff in Morton (they 
take manufacture-supplied vehicles 
and make their complete systems 
incorporate into self-driving cars, 
semis, utvs, and ag equipment) 
and James Adams who works at 
Farmington Locker. We have six 
grandkids. 

I graduated from Cuba High School 
in 1981. I completed the Diesel 
Technology program at Spoon River 
College in Canton.

We are a family farm that raises 

cattle, hay, corn, and soybeans. We 
have ground in both Fulton County 
and in McDonough County. I have 
served as volunteer firefighter, and 
also on the Cuba School Board. Now 
as a Grandparent, I’ve added “taxi-
driver” to my roles. Crissy and I enjoy 
Side-by-Side riding and traveling.

To be a farmer today, I think it’s 
important to not only prepare by 
“getting dirty”, but also to understand 
and study marketing. Knowledge of 
economics is vital to doing this job.

Farmers are the care-takers of the 
land. One of my joys is improving it 
to, whether that’s saving our soils 
using ponds, dry dams, tiling, and 
tree-clearing. We provide a safe food 
supply for the world, as well as our 
families. 

I’d like people that aren’t 
knowledgeable about farming to 

realize that we have families with 
the same goals of success. That we 
are not “factory farms” without cares 
for our environment. We care for the 
land, as well as the animals. Those 
of us raising livestock feel the loss 
of a calf as non-farmers feel about 
the loss of a pet. My youngest son is 
in the field of bringing autonomy to 
the world. Although he has a college 
education, including a Master’s 
Degree, he credits growing up on a 
farm as his biggest educator when 
it comes to problem-solving. He 
calls on his farm-learned skills of 
diagnosing, planning, fixing, and 
moving on! Education comes not 
only from a classroom.

I want the non-farming community 
to realize how vital we farmers are 
to the economy. We make money, but 
we spend money on a lot of things!
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JEFF BASH 
MARCH 22
I’m Jeff Bash and am soon to retire 
as an Agriculture Instructor at 
Spoon River College in Canton after 
19 years. Before that I taught High 
School at Midwest Central High 
School. My wife Beth is a physical 
therapist. We have four adult 
children: Amy (29) in Denver CO, 
Austin (27) in Macomb, Alex (26) in 
St. Louis, and Allison (24) in Canton. 

I graduated from Clark County 
(Missouri) High School then from 
Western Illinois University with a 
degree in Agricultural Education. In 
addition to my teaching job, I help 
my father-in-law raise 5 acres of 
pumpkins, 3 acres of watermelon, 
and an acre of miscellaneous 
vegetables and cut flowers. In our 
summer spare time we also have a 
BBQ business (Bash Bros. BBQ) and 
a food truck. 

I became an ag teacher because 
I wanted to be a coach and didn’t 

like the idea of being a PE teacher. 
After 5 years of coaching I quickly 
realized that coaching sports was 
not all that great. It took a few years 
more years before I realized that I 
was a coach of agriculture students. 
Teaching career skills and helping 
them determine what type of career 
they wanted in life.

I am passionate about agriculture 
because it’s so important to 
understand how food stuff is 
provided. This industry provides 
great opportunities for young 
people. I have found fruit and 
vegetable production to be a great 
sideline opportunity. Corn and 
soybean production doesn’t seem 
to be a good business model for me 
in today’s economics.

As I wrapped up another semester 
before the holidays, I calculated 
that is was my 63rd time entering 
grades and grading final tests. I only 
have this current semester left until 
retirement and I’m not exactly sure 
how I feel. In some ways it seems 
like a long time ago that I was 
teaching at Nauvoo-Colusa (home 
of the big Viking). Other times I am 
surprised how fast the time has 
gone. I am going to enjoy this last 
semester, but I’m ready to head 
down a new path. It has been a great 
career and I have many students 
that I remember fondly (and a few 
that I need to forget)!

JENNIFER 
ULM
MARCH 23
I’m Dr Jennifer Ulm, veterinarian 
and owner of Ulm Veterinary Clinic 
in Farmington. I live in Farmington 
with my husband, Matt, daughter 
Phoebe (17) and son Dax (14). 
We have two dogs as family pets: 
Delilah, a 2-year-old German 
Shepard, and Oliver, a 9-year-old 
Standard Dachshund. Away from 
work, my family is active in raising 
puppies for ‘Leader Dogs for the 
Blind.’ We take the puppy into our 
home at 7 weeks old and keep it for 
approximately one year. During that 
year, we are socializing the dog and 
shaping behavior so that they can 
eventually help a blind or visually 
impaired person (from anywhere in 
the world) gain independence and 
allow them to travel. We have two 
dogs that are currently working, 
one in Indiana and one in California. 
In January 2022, we returned our 
fifth puppy, Eileen. She is currently 

finishing her onsite training at the 
Michigan Facility of LDB.

I grew up in Yates City and went to 
Farmington High School. I attended 
undergrad at Blackburn College in 
Carlinville, Illinois. Blackburn is a 
four-year private college that boasts 
the only student run work program 
in the country. Every student works 
for the college in order to decrease 
the cost of college. My campus 
job for 3 years was as a teacher’s 
assistant for the botany instructor. 

As Veterinary Medicine had been my 
chosen career since age 12, I worked 
diligently through college to get 
good grades and, also, found a local 
veterinary clinic that was willing to 
let me work cleaning kennels and 
walking dogs. I worked my way to 
being a veterinary assistant in the 
clinic; helping with cattle, horses, 
as well as cats and dogs. 

I was blessed to be one of 100 
students accepted to veterinary 
school in 1997 and spent 4 years 
at the University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine. Veterinary 
school is an intense endeavor, but 
the joys of the job and working with 
animals pays forward. I returned to 
Fulton County after graduation, and 
worked for local veterinary clinics 
with large and small animals until I 
started a house call practice in 2010. 
Visiting pets in their homes led to 
the start of my brick-and-mortar 
practice in Farmington in 2012. Ulm 
Veterinary Clinic sees cats and dogs 
for wellness and sick visits. We are 
equipped to do surgery (including 
CO2 laser surgery), radiographs, 
in-house bloodwork, dental 
radiography and dental surgery. 

As a veterinarian, one doesn’t only 
have the option of general practice 
like me. One is able to continue 
schooling and become a specialist in 
a variety of fields, from areas such 

as dentistry and pathology to feline-
specific medicine. Veterinarians 
work for the USDA ensuring 
healthy meat for our consumption. 
Veterinarians can work in research 
in the field of nutrition or in helping 
to develop new and improved 
medications for pets and livestock. 
Zoos and wildlife non-for-profits 
employ vets. Our profession helps to 
protect public health and often work 
with physicians to benefit society as 
well.

If you or any young student in your 
family is interested in pursuing 
a career in veterinary medicine, 
I would council you to study and 
get good grades, and to spend 
time in multiple different areas of 
veterinary medicine and animal 
care. Spend time with veterinarians 
whenever you can. You should also 
work to develop your leadership 
and communication skills, as most 
animals come with an owner in need 
of a veterinary team to help guide 
and care for all the animals.

I would be amiss if I didn’t also 
mention that veterinary medicine is 
a stressful career. I implore everyone 
to realize that veterinarians are in 
this field for their love of science 
and animals. While we are not “in it 
for the money,” we do need to pay 
our staff and pay our bills. We too 
are affected by poor outcomes that 
are often unavoidable. Instead of 
pointing fingers, take a moment to 
be considerate of your veterinary 
team and to thank your vet for caring 
for your animals. Remember they 
also need to rest and recharge for 
the mental, emotional and physical 
work of their days.

At the end of the day, know that hard 
work pays off. Work hard in high 
school, college and in life and we 
all can achieve big things and help 
others within society to succeed. 

“ I am passionate about 
agriculture because 
it’s so important to 
understand how food 
stuff is provided. This 
industry provides great 
opportunities for young 
people.”
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NICK CLEER
MARCH 24
My name is Nick Cleer. This is my 
first year of serving on the Fulton 
County Farm Bureau Board. I am 
also a Trustee for Bernadotte 
Township. I manage and operate our 
family farm near Bernadotte, Illinois. 
My wife Kathy is the Business Office 
Manager/CFO at McDonough County 
Health Department in Macomb. I 
graduated from V.I.T. High School in 
1988 and then went to Spoon River 
College in Canton. There, I studied 
Diesel Tractor Technology and 
graduated in 1990 with an Associates 
in Applied Science degree. 

I married my high school 
sweetheart, Kathy, in June of 1990. 
We have two children, Amanda and 
Justin and one grandson Ryker. 
Amanda graduated from Central 
Christian College with a Bachelor’s 
Degree and is currently working 
for Graham Medical Clinic. Justin 
attended Spoon River College and 
is currently working for Pella in 
Macomb and also helps with the 
farm work. My family and I attend 
Berean Christian Church in Ipava.

We are primarily a grain farm 
growing corn, soybeans and 
occasionally wheat. I also bale hay 
and straw. I am a fifth-generation 
farmer. As a hobby, we raise 
chickens, ducks, turkeys, guineas, 

peacocks and geese. My wife also 
grows pumpkins, gourds and 
vegetables to sell locally and enjoys 
gardening. Some of my hobbies 
include collecting toy tractors, 
riding my motorcycle with my wife, 
traveling, ship cruising, and helping 
my dad work on projects.

As a kid, I knew that I wanted to be 
a farmer. I worked with my dad on 
the farm growing up and it was a 
lot of long hours and hard work but 
a great learning opportunity. There 
is quite a bit of planning that goes 
into crop management. You never 
know what to expect from one year 
to the next with the weather or the 
markets. 

VANESSA 
WILLIAMS 
MARCH 25
I am Vanessa Williams of Smithfield. 
I grew up on my family’s grain and 
hog farm with my brother Daniel. My 
parents are Dan and Nancy Williams. 
My family has been farming in 
western Fulton County for 175 years. 
I am on the Promotion and Education 
committee and a member of the 
Young Leaders Program in Fulton 
County Farm Bureau. 

I am a 2015 graduate of Bushnell-
Prairie City High School. In high 
school, I was a member of FFA. In 
fact, it was one of the reasons that 
I decided to major in Agriculture 
Education at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale.

I graduated from SIU-C in 2019, while 
there I started to become involved in 
Farm Bureau on the collegiate level. 
My involvement allowed me to make 
friends with different farm bureau 
members throughout the state. I was 
also a member of Alpha Gamma Delta 
and Alpha Tau Alpha 

I was a member of 4-H. I always 
took lots of projects, but my all-time 
favorite one was Walk in My Shoes. 

Every year I made a scrapbook about 
one of my grandparents or about 
something that I wanted to learn 
more history about. I would interview 
Grandma and Grandpa Dick and my 
parents for information about my 
chosen topic of the year. 

One of the scrapbooks that I made 
was about our farm. In the past 175 
years there’s been a lot of changes. 
Daniel and I are the 6th generation 
to grow up on and be involved in our 
farm. It is amazing to learn about 
all the changes that have happened 
throughout the world, especially in 
agriculture. This led me to decide to 
continue my education at Western 
Illinois University and graduate in 
2020 with a degree in History. 

This love of history and genealogy 
that I gained through 4-H has 
become my all-time favorite hobby. 
I love researching my family history 
and learning about all of the things 
that my ancestors before me have 
accomplished. Whenever my family 
goes on vacation, if there is an 
ancestor that lived in that area, we 
always try to visit their cemetery 
marker. 

I enjoy traveling and seeing all of the 
wonderful places that are in the world. 
At SIU, I studied abroad for 10 days 
in Costa Rica in March of 2017 and 
learned all about agriculture in Latin 
America. I also had an internship with 
Diamond Ag Research in Larned, KS 
in the summer of 2018. I worked in ag 
research as an assistant, seeing how 
different crops and varieties of seed 
hold up to different conditions. I also 
on the weekends traveled around 
the area seeing all of the different 
historical/tourist sites that there 
were. It is amazing seeing how much 
there is to do in an area that is not 
very famous as a travel destination.

In Fulton County, there are just as 
many interesting places to go. We 
just have to know where to look. I 
worked for an organic vegetable farm 
in Cobden, IL while at SIU. It was eye 

opening to see how different crops 
are grown throughout the world.

In my traveling south to visit my 
boyfriend, I have also gotten to see 
how different farmers across the 
state run their farm in different ways. 
Lucas and his family have a grain and 
sheep farm in eastern Clinton County 
and their farm is run in a completely 
different way than our farm is. 

I am a member of the Bushnell 
United Methodist Church, Bushnell, 
IL and attend whenever I am able to. 
I have also been attending church at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Ferrin, 
IL. 

In high school I was on the cross 
country and track teams. This 
eventually led to being on the track 
and field/cross country teams at 
SIU-C. Now, I’m using all of the 
knowledge that I gained from both to 
coach track at Bushnell-Prairie City 
High School. 

I am the Family and Consumer 
Science teacher at BPC. I am the 
third generation in my family to teach 
Family and Consumer Science. I 
teach my students about sewing and 
cooking, with the overall goal to have 
my students be successful individuals 
after high school. This job relates to 
agriculture because farmers raise 
the natural materials that our clothes 
and food is made out of. 

I would tell someone wanting to 
become a Family and Consumer 
Science teacher to find a good program 
to get your college degree from. I am 
currently taking classes at Missouri 
State University to get certified to 
teach Family And Consumer Science. 
I highly recommend getting to know 
some of the FACS teachers in your 
area. 

I would tell someone wanting to 
go into agriculture to take every 
opportunity that you get because you 
never know where or when the next 
opportunity will present itself. 
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JACOB 
POSTIN 
MARCH 26
Hi, I’m Jacob Postin. I am an 
agricultural loan officer for Compeer 
Financial and I also farm with my 
dad, brother and uncles. My wife 
Brooke works for the Farm Service 
Agency assisting Peoria County 
farmers. 

I graduated from Lewistown High 
School in 2014 and went to Black 
Hawk East Community College for 
two years. Following Black Hawk, I 
went on to graduate from Oklahoma 
State University with a bachelors in 
Animal Science. I spent most of my 
college years in a van on the road 
traveling with the livestock judging 
team all over the country. 

After interning with Compeer 
Financial following my junior year 
of college, I knew I wanted to be in 
the financial sector of agriculture. I 
trained in Bloomington for 9 months 
until I was able to be placed in 
Kickapoo, Illinois where I currently 
work today. Although my wife and 
I both work in Peoria County, we 

prefer to stay close to the farm and 
currently reside south of Canton. 

When I’m not at my day job you can 
find me on the farm. Our operation 
consists of corn, soybeans, hay and 
cattle. We spend most of our time 
on our cow calf operation, and turn 
much of our crops into feed for the 
cattle. Most of our calves are sold at 
the Fairview Sale Barn 3-4 months 
post weaning, but we will also keep 
and buy some calves to background 
on pasture every summer.

We also feed cattle out and market 
them directly to consumers. In 
the spring of 2021, my wife and 
I branded and started marketing 
this part of our operation as “Top 
Cut Beef.” We are quickly growing 
and expanding this venture through 
selling bulk beef and individual cuts. 
Being able to share high quality beef 
to our neighbors and community is 
second to none. Brooke keeps our 
Facebook page and website up to 
date so the public can see daily 
posts of life on our cattle operation. 

Brooke and I are active members 
of the Bryant Christian Church. You 
can catch us there every Sunday 
at 9:30AM. We are very involved in 
the youth program in our church; 

helping organize and facilitate 
weekly children’s church and VBS 
in the summer. We both stay very 
busy with too many interests! My 
wife loves to garden, raise flowers 
to make into bouquets and ride her 
horse. Together we enjoy hunting, 
fishing and family time.

Young people that want to get into 
farming or the ag sector should 
have a very hard work ethic. I would 
advise the youth to get involved in 
your community and organizations 
you are passionate about. Also, going 
into college at a young age can be 
intimidating trying to pick a degree 
that will match what you want to do 
forever. As someone who works in 
ag finance and has an animal science 
degree, I would advise focusing 
on building relationships through 
school programs and internships 
while in college. These connections 
you build will be worth far more 
than the title of your degree. 

Being a 6th generation farmer in 
Fulton County, agriculture runs deep 
in my family’s history. I feel like I 
almost never really had a choice but 
to be passionate about the industry 
that puts food on our table and 
clothes on our back. From the first 
time I grabbed the halter and walked 
into the ring with my first show 
heifer, I was hooked on agriculture 
and never looked back!

JOE 
BRUKETTA 
MARCH 27
I’m Joe Bruketta. I graduated from 
VIT High School in 1971 and my wife 
Myra graduated from VIT High School 
1972. I asked Myra to the prom in the 
skating rink in Vermont, Illinois; the 
town where Myra’s parents farmed 
nearby. We were married in 1974 in 
Bushnell, Illinois. Myra went on to 
Blessing RN Training and followed up 
with more training in Canton, Illinois, 
and then was an RN at McDonough 
District Hospital until the boys were 
born and she decided to be a stay-
at-home mom. We have two children, 
Jeremy, and Joshua. Jeremy is 
married to Colleen, and has a little 
girl Zara. Joshua is married to Amy, 
and they have a son Daniel. After 
raising the kids, Myra went back to 
work at the Fulton County Health 
Department and owned and operated 
a Curves franchise.

My parents, Nick and Marry, bought 
the Fulton County farm in 1963. The 
original home site is still standing 
in front of the machine shop. I grew 
up with three brothers, Nick Jr, John, 

and William (Bill) in Table Grove. The 
original Bruketta farm was 160 acres. 
Nick Bruketta was still farming with 
horses when he bought the Fulton 
County farm; it was not until later that 
he bought his first tractor. I believe 
this was an Allis Chalmers. 

I farmed for many years with my 
brother John. The first pieces of 
machinery we bought were a IH 1466 
tractor and an IH 1460 combine. In the 
early years I worked off the farm as 
well as on it, working construction out 
of the 183 Local in Peoria, Illinois and 
I was able to come home and farm 
during the busy seasons. I retired 
from construction work in 1980. 

The Bruketta brothers and family 
used to run over 185 head of cattle 
in the McDonough- Fulton County 
area. In 1972 we built a barn and 
fed out 1100-1200 head of fat cattle 
every year. But with time we have 
transitioned to only raising corn and 
soybeans. 

In the years 1965-1979 my family 
held contracts raising seed corn for 
several companies. We even raised 
sunflowers for a few years. 

My brother has since retired from 
farming leaving me as the final 
Bruketta to farm in Fulton County. 

Myra and I farm several different 
farms in both McDonough and Fulton 
counties, specializing in corn and 
soybeans. I’m working cover crops 
and CRP into the farming operations. 

In 1978 the old Phillips 66 station 
(current Short Stop) in Table Grove 
was closing. Our family had used this 
gas station for years to repair and 
maintain our farm tires. I inquired 
about having a few tires on hand from 
the representatives who supplied the 
Phillips 66 store. The rest is history. 
After 41 years the shop closed. In 
the old days people would write their 
name on a chalk board outside the 
shop and leave their tires. Myself and 
family members would repair the 
tires after we had finished farming 
for the day. We appreciated all the 
business over the years. 

I wish young people would go to 
school and specialize in something. 
Farming is hard and having a 
specialty will help you grow as you 
continue to learn. 

I’d also tell a young person wanting to 
be in agriculture to always be willing 
to get your hands dirty. Have a good 
work ethic and always be willing to 
learn something new. Do not be afraid 
to be different and do what you think 
is best. Sometimes some of the best 
ideas are those that someone had and 
decide to act upon.

Small family farms are what made 
American and what keeps making 
America so great. Sometimes just a 
simple phone call from the neighbor 
checking on you and your family 
after last night’s storm is all you 
need to get back on your feet and go 
again. Farming is not for the faint of 
heart. It takes real dedication and 
determination. There are a lot of 
sleepless nights and hours of worry 
just in one year. But I would not trade 
it for the world. Next time you pass a 
farmer in the store stop and just say 
hello and ask them how it is going, 
you never know you might just make 
their day. 

“ Young people that want 
to get into farming or 
the ag sector should 
have a very hard work 
ethic. I would advise the 
youth to get involved in 
your community and 
organizations you are 
passionate about.”
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TINA & 
HERMAN STIER 
MARCH 28
We are Tina and Herman Stier of 
Trivoli, Illinois (formerly of Avon, IL). 
We have been married for 42 years 
and are the parents to Nicholas, 
Valerie, Jonathan and Abigail. 
Nick, along with his wife Sarah, 
and son Isaiah (plus one in June), 
live in rural Brimfield on a small 
acreage. Nicholas is an engineer 
at Caterpillar, while Sarah is a 
cardiac ICU nurse at OSF St. Francis 
in Peoria. Valerie lives in Eureka, 
Missouri with her husband Nick 
Schnack and son Noah. Valerie is a 
physical education teacher and Nick 
is a software engineer. Jonathan 
lives in Casa Grande, Arizona and 
works as a manager of a cotton seed 
processing plant for Bayer (formerly 
Monsanto). Abigail lives at home and 
owns and operates her business, 
Double Nickel Photography and 
Design.

Tina grew up in London Mills, IL. She 
graduated from Spoon River Valley 

High School and from Central College 
in Pella, Iowa with a major in Music 
and Elementary Education. After 
15 years, she returned to Western 
Illinois University and received her 
master’s in School Administration. 
Tina taught HS band for 30 years in 
the Williamsfield and Avon school 
districts. In 2002, she began her 
career as a middle and high school 
principal. Prior to retiring in 2018, 
she was a Curriculum Director for 
Abingdon-Avon School District. After 
“flunking retirement” (her words) 
she now works two days a week 
as a consultant for the Regional 
Office of Education. Her favorite 
activity involves spending time with 
our grandsons. Isaiah spends one 
day a week entertaining “Nana” 
while Mommy is working. She also 
enjoys sharing pianist duties at the 
Fairview Reformed Church. 

I grew up on a grain and livestock 
farm outside Rapatee, Illinois. I 
graduated from Spoon River Valley 
High School, received an Associate’s 
Degree from Spoon River College 
and a Business Management Degree 
from Central College in Pella, Iowa. 
I recently retired after spending 
24 years serving Fulton county 

farmers as a Location Operations 
Manager for West Central FS at their 
Ellisville location. I currently serve 
as vice president of the Consistory 
at Fairview Reformed Church. 

Although we didn’t live “on a farm” 
at the time, our children were still 
deeply involved in 4-H growing up. 
This was due, in no small part, to 
their aunt and uncle, Kermit and 
Sharon Vollmar. We exhibited cattle, 
hogs, and poultry; but the cattle 
were where our passions truly 
took hold. Although Nick and I had 
purchased a cow or two after Nick 
had graduated college, the birth of 
our company, Double Nickel Cattle 
Company, wasn’t until 2010. Abby 
was still showing cattle, at the time, 
and decided she wanted a purebred 
Shorthorn heifer to exhibit. We fell 
in love with the breed, after that 
summer, and decided to focus 
solely on raising shorthorn and 
shorthorn-influenced cattle. It is a 
true family operation with Tina and 
I, Nick, Sarah, Isaiah and Abby all 
deeply involved in the day-to-day 
operations. Today we have around 
20 purebred Shorthorn cows that 
calf half in the spring and half in the 
fall. Every year, we wean, break, and 
sell some of the calf crop for show 
animals. They mostly stay in Illinois 
although one heifer did go to Indiana 
this fall. The remainder of the calves 
are sold as freezer beef direct to the 
final consumer. We also continue 
to do some exhibitions ourselves, 
trying to hit a few National shows 
every year and always attending 
the Illinois State Fair. We continue to 
search for better genetics and push 
the shorthorn breed forward. 

We are passionate about the 
purebred cattle industry and are 
always ready to talk about our love 
for the Shorthorn breed. We would 
encourage any young person that 
wants to be involved in the cattle 
business to follow their desires.

ELDON & LINDA 
HOWARD 
MARCH 29
Eldon and Linda Howard both grew up 
in the Cuba area. Both attended Cuba 
High School. They married in 1962. 
Together they have had four children. 
Kelli O’Hara and her husband Mark. 
Kelli is an insurance underwriter. Rod 
Howard is a truck driver. The other 
two children have passed. Combined, 
they have a total of 11 grandchildren 
and 15 great grandchildren. 

After high school Eldon went on to be 
a union electrician and Linda was a 
postmaster in Manito, Illinois. Linda’s 
mother was also a postmaster back 
in the day. When Eldon was away at 
work Linda took care of the cattle 
herd. Together they ran 77 head of 
crossbred cows. The kids had goats 
that they prepped for the fair every 
year. Linda said the goats were the 
kids project and they took care of 
them. The Howards also raised corn 
and beans on their farm with the 
occasional wheat harvest. Hay was 
an integral part of their farming 
operation. Linda was always in the 

tractor when it came time to do round 
bales. 

In the fall you could catch Linda 
driving a Ford L7000 grain truck to 
town. She has lots of stories about 
her adventures in the truck. It now 
cruises the road at a top speed of 50 
mph with Wilcoxen on the side of it. 
Delson Wilcoxen, who farms for Eldon 
and Linda, bought her truck once they 
retired. 

Eldon loves to hunt. He usually takes 
several trips to Gobbler’s Knob to run 
his bird dogs. He is most proud of his 
wild boar hunt. His friend and tenant 
at the time, Kevin Wilcoxen and Eldon 
would set traps to catch these boars. 
Linda used to be a big trapper and 
loves to fish. Now she enjoys a puzzle 
or two with anyone who will stop and 
help. Together Eldon and Linda feed 
hummingbirds all summer. Each year 
they track how many pounds of sugar 
they use. Last year they used more 
than 162 pounds. 

Linda used to run a four-wheeler 
between their farms to keep up with 
all the farm chores. She even used 
to cross the old bridge at the end of 
Mile Load Road. Eldon is known for 
his great bird release. Several years 
ago, in his pursuit of upland game 
habitat restoration and management 
he released hundreds of pheasants 
in the hopes to increase the local 
population. Not many have survived, 
however, occasionally you will catch 
a glimpse of some of these birds. 
Eldon has said that he had noticed 
more covey of quail in the CRP acres 
as he drives along looking for signs of 
upland game. 

Eldon and Linda would like young 
people to know that you must work 
hard for what you want in life. Farming 
is not easy, and it really takes two to 
make it work. They remind folks to 
enjoy what you do, and lean on others 
when you need help.
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CARLI MILLER  
MARCH 30
I am Carli Miller and I am from 
Lewistown, IL. I am the fifth 
generation of our family farm, where 
we primarily raise corn, soybeans, 
and beef cattle. I graduated from 
Lewistown High School in 2014. Upon 
graduation, I attended the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
where I earned my Bachelor of 
Agricultural Communications (with a 
minor in Animal Sciences) degree in 
May of 2017. 

Directly out of college I managed 
SportsVet Animal Medical Center, a 
veterinary practice providing full-
service 24/7 care and (orthopedic) 
rehabilitation center. I was then 
offered a position and have worked 
full-time for the University of Illinois, 
going on 4 years now. 

My primary position is as the 
Project Coordinator for the Data-
Intensive Farm Management (DIFM) 
project. We work with participating 
farmers, using precision technology 

to inexpensively design and run 
randomized agronomic field trials 
on whole commercial farm fields, 
to provide data-based, site-specific 
farm input management guidance, 
thus providing economic and 
environmental benefits. We just 
received our second, $4million grant 
from USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) and are 
in our sixth year of the project. The 
grant allows us to not only continue 
our research, but provides us with 
funding to make sure that every 
year we can increase the profits 
of participating farmers and crop 
consultants. 

In addition to the DIFM project, I 
also assist in communications with 
farmdoc. Farmdoc is a project within 
the Department of Agricultural and 
Consumer Economics at the University 
of Illinois and now encompasses three 
websites: farmdoc, farmdoc daily, 
and Farm Policy News – providing an 
extensive array of articles and tools to 
assist in risk management decisions 
for farms. Aside from my full-time 
position at the University, I obtained 
my Real Estate Broker’s License 

and started working with Gorsuch 
Realty and Auction in Canton, IL this 
past year. I also recently started CJM 
Equine Photography & Marketing. 
I “unofficially” started taking 
professional photos when I took 
my first photography class back in 
college. Fast forward to today, where 
professional photos have become an 
essential part of the horse business 
and has allowed me to specialize in 
the horse industry.

When I was 8 years old, I begged my 
Grandparents for a horse. Despite 
my parents saying no (many times) 
they finally bought me one. What 
started as a hobby back then, is now 
my second full time job. All my other 
time is spent in the barn training 
and selling horses, traveling, and 
competing on my barrel horses. 
Although the head count and work 
load has grown significantly since 
back then, my Grandpa Hancil is still 
my right-hand man… but if you stop 
by the barn and ask him, he’ll say, he” 
just works here”.

From showing cattle in 4-H to 
building a career– the Ag. Industry 
has always been a part of my life and 
I wouldn’t trade it for the world. I feel 
so passionately about agriculture 
because it’s the most needed industry 
in the world, it teaches you life lessons 
you can’t learn anywhere else, and it 
shows you the real meaning of family.

Advice? My only real advice is to 
work hard. I mean really work, in 
anything that you do. Take advantage 
of every opportunity; they’re endless - 
especially in the agricultural field. You 
may end up working jobs you didn’t 
even know existed and taking paths 
you never thought you would. My 
great grandpa, who was also a life-
long farmer, used to say “Do your best 
and that will always be good enough”. 

MIKE KRULAC 
MARCH 31
Born and raised in Bryant, I start 
working for Charley Roberts on his 
farm while still in grade school. After 
losing my dad in 8th grade, Charley 
became a father figure to me and 
I worked on the farm whenever I 
could until going to college. I knew 
I wanted to farm, but no one in my 
family farmed. I thank Charlie for my 
passion to farm. 

After graduating from Lewistown 
in 1975, I was off to Wisconsin to 
college to become something. I just 
didn’t know what. I was much more 
interested in baseball. I chose to 
chase an Industrial Design degree. 
In the spring of my junior year, 
my mother passed. So, I stayed in 
Wisconsin after securing a summer 
job with Brave Harvestore Inc., who 
at the time was the second largest 
dealer in the nation dealing in high 
moisture storage and feed systems. 

Even though I wasn’t going home to 
the Robert’s farm, I was still around 
farms and farm people. (The best 
people in the world). Dairy farms 
were a different experience. If one 
wants to see a passion for farming, 
visit a dairy farm. I swear those 
people put clean clothes and boots 
on to sleep in so they will not be late 
for the morning milking. 

I was offered a full-time position 
with Harvestore and became the 
operation manager for a new 
dealership they were opening. 
Although not farming, I felt very 

pleased to be working in the 
agriculture industry. 

On a weekend visit back to Fulton 
County, I was introduced to Janet 
Wertman. She was the youngest, 
best-looking daughter of John 
and Alma Lee Wertman. Holy cow! 
She was a farmer’s daughter and 
they had a corn, soybean and beef 
cattle operation just west of Canton. 
I couldn’t believe they had six 
Harvestores! I knew then if I ever 
met John at least we could talk 
about the big blue silos. 

Janet and I married in 1982 . I felt 
like a kidnapper as we headed for 
Wisconsin to live. It didn’t help that 
she cried all the way to Galesburg. It 
wasn’t long before she was teaching 
and it seemed our future had some 
direction. A phone call changed 
everything. John and Alma Lee 
invited us back to become part of 
the farm. It was a tough decision but 
there was only one answer, “YES”. 
Everything in my life made sense 
now. I was going to be a farmer. 

Because of Charley Roberts when I 
was young, and John and Alma Lee 
giving me the opportunity, I have 
worn a farmer’s hat for 40 years. 
John passed a year ago and Alma 
Lee is still going strong at 92. To this 
day, both are/were the kindest and 
most God- loving people I know. 

Janet is retired after 33 years of 
teaching and has become a great 
help working ground or running the 
combine. We are members of First 
Christian Church where I serve as 
the elder chair and she is involved 
in many committees. I also am a 
board member of the Canton school 
district. Not a fun place to be during 
a pandemic. 

To get away from it all I enjoy 
woodworking. Janet and I were 
blessed with two sons. Zack the 
oldest is a V.P at Mid America Bank 
in Canton. He has two kids; Colette 
(8) and Lincoln Cody (5). I cannot 
express the joy of grandchildren. 

Lincoln couldn’t be any more like 
his Uncle Cody. Cody is our youngest 
son. Unlike Zack who always needed 
to have a ball of some kind in his 
hand, Cody from the time he could 
walk wanted to be on the farm. Cody 
went to the University of Illinois and 
received an Agricultural Engineering 
Degree and worked in the combine 
division for Case IH. 

Days before returning to U of I 
for his final year, our world was 
turned upside down. An x-ray after 
an ATV crash led to a brain tumor 
being discovered. It was what they 
called an incidental find since there 
were no symptoms. A Grade 2 
astrocytoma. A tumor impossible 
to be completely removed. They 
elected to do nothing until it began 
affecting him physically. Cody, being 
Cody, finished his degree and started 
work for Case IH. On November 30, 
2017 our lives changed forever. 
After three surgeries, he lost his 
battle with cancer. 

My life has changed. I look at 
life differently now because of 
what Cody taught me. What really 
matters? Does it matter how many 
acres I farm? What if I don’t get the 
80-acre field planted today? Is it ok 
if the cattle lots are empty on a farm 
built for feeding them? What If the 
rain sets in during harvest? We as 
farmers are in constant worry. The 
problem comes when we worry 
about the things we cannot control 
rather than the things we can. There 
is nothing on the farm that I didn’t 
get done today that will not be there 
tomorrow. The most important 
things may NOT be here tomorrow. 
Make time for those things! 

I am so proud to be a farmer! The 
gratification from planting to the 
harvest of the crop, shows the end 
result of the farmer’s recipe of 
tough decisions and hours of labor. 
I found that if things don’t work out 
the way I planned, I no longer worry. 
I become a temporary Cub Fan……..: 
“There is always next year!”




