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Grant Dollars Lead to Discovery for Fulton County
Youth Through Agriculture in the Classroom
The Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom (IAITC) program remains a trusted resource for Fulton County children to
learn about agriculture. This month the program received a needed boost in the form of
$8,000 IAA Foundation grant to our local
county coalition.

Seventy-eight coalitions serving 87 Illinois counties were awarded $630,000 in
grant dollars which can be used for materials, trainings, educational lessons and activities taking place during the 2021-2022
school year. “Providing these grants helps
ensure students are reached with accurate

Demi
Leake Joins The FCFB Team
Demi Leake was recently hired as October 18th.
Fulton County Ag Literacy Program Coordinator. She started in her new role on

Demi Leake started in her new role as FCFB
Ag Literacy Coordinator in mid-October.
Demi is off to a running start, scheduling
visits to classrooms and packaging materials to drop off to teachers. Stop by the
Farm Bureau office to meet her!

Demi grew up in Astoria and is a lifelong Fulton County resident. She lives in
rural Canton with her husband Jake, and
daughter Adah. They have a hobby farm
with a variety of different animals including
goats, chickens, a pig, and three beehives
they harvest honey from.
Demi says being born and raised in the
area has helped her to see how important
Agriculture is to the local economy, culture,
and lifestyle. A quick drive through Fulton
County gives you a front row seat to an array of different types of Agriculture. In our
county you will see everything from corn
and soybean fields to livestock farms to private apiaries.
She looks forward to getting into classrooms and showing students the many opportunities they have to become involved in
Agriculture. She’s already begun showing
them Fulton County Agriculture; in her first
week she has connected with nearly a dozen
teachers and has already made several deliveries of packaged Fall-themed programs.
To schedule an AITC program, call
Demi at 547-3011 or email her at fultoncountyaitc@gmail.com.

agricultural messages which help them
connect food, fuel and fiber systems back to
farming,” said Kevin Daugherty, education
director, IAITC.
During a typical school year, more than
650,000 students and close to 40,000 teachers engage in ag literacy lessons.
Due to pandemic related disruptions and
adjustments to virtual learning over the past
school year, IAITC outreach numbers were
markedly down, however, the continued
story is one of resilience, adaptation, and
readiness.
“The willingness of local Ag Literacy
Coordinators to stay connected and find
new and meaningful ways to maintain outreach with local students led to more than
15,000 lessons conducted during the height

of a global pandemic,” Daugherty continued.
County coalition grants are made possible through funding from the IAA Foundation, the charitable arm of the Illinois Farm
Bureau. The IAA Foundation raises funds
for the IAITC program each year, and in
addition to county grants, provides funding
for Ag Mags, teacher grants, Summer Ag
Academies and more.
“Consistent outreach requires steadfast
supporters,” said Susan Moore, director,
IAA Foundation. “We are so grateful to our
annual donors who understand how important efforts to enhance agriculture literacy
can be. Every year there are new fourth
graders to connect with, and our donors understand and appreciate IAITC’s efforts to

P&E Committee Caps Off 7-Month Food Pantries Project
Our Promotions & Education (P &
E) Committee just capped off a 7-month
long project of making regular donations
to area Food Pantries using “food recognition” months/dates to spotlight a commodity and focus on that food.
In April, we celebrated National
Grilled Cheese month by providing 800
packages of American cheese singles to 7
food-assistance agencies in Fulton County. June is National Dairy Month so at
that time we provided a voucher for 1/2
gallon of Prairie Farms milk for each of
the 800 clients to take to their preferred
store. (A huge THANK YOU to Prairie Farms dairy for working with us on
a GREAT price on the milk and printing
the vouchers for us.)
In July to celebrate National Grilling
Month, we provided one-pound packages of ground beef for 800 clients. Again,
we’d like to thank our partners who helped
make this donation possible. Harvester
Meats of Canton and Lewistown County
Market both gave us fantastic discounts
on the ground beef. Compeer Financial
made a $1000 donation to underwrite the
beef purchase that month. August was National Sandwich month, and we fell short
of our goal to provide peanut butter and

jelly to 800, but we were able to service
about half of that number with assistance
from the Busy Bees 4-H club. In October
we finished up our program by celebrating National Pork Month and providing
ground pork to patrons. The Illinois Pork
Producers Association (IPPA) generously
split the expenses with us for this delivery.
IPPA was so excited about this project,
that they chose to use the opportunity to
film the pork delivery and interview participants. They spent the day with us on
October 13 unloading the delivery truck
at the Farm Bureau Building, sorting out
the 7 individual deliveries, and interviewing hog farmer Dan Williams and P&E
Committee Chair Julie Serven, as well
St. Mary’s Church of Canton food pantry
volunteer Jay Shepler.
This truly was a rewarding and enjoyable program. We were able to form
some great partnerships, we’ve created a
working relationship with our area food
assistance agencies, and it’s showcased
how Fulton County Farm Bureau serves
our rural communities. We could not
have done any of this without our generous partners and commodity groups, who
we look forward to working with in the
future!

Fulton County hog farmer Dan Williams (second from left) and IL Pork Producer Director
Jason Probst (third from left) helped deliver 800 pounds of ground pork as part of the P&E
Committee’s food pantry project. The two are shown with representatives of the Cuba Community Food Pantry.
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SEPTEMBER BOARD HIGHLIGHTS
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board
of Directors met in regular session on
Thursday, September 9, 2021, at the Farm
Bureau office in Lewistown starting at 7:00
p.m. pursuant to due notice given. The
meeting was called to order and presided over by President Barry Fisher. Other
board members present were Julie Serven,
Robin Fisher, Rob Jansen, Seth Vohland,
Levi Porter, Keely Egelhoff, Bob Vohland,
David Tolley, Jeff Shelby, and Nick Cleer.
Also present was Manager Elaine Stone,
Country Agency Manager Tony Laesch,
and new Country Financial Rep Nick
Wright.
In Correspondences, a thank you card
was received from Carlee Belles and Mary
Dushane for our purchase at the County
Fair Livestock Auction, and one was received from Keely and Delson Wilcoxen
for their wedding gift. A thank you was
received from Carson Stuckel for our purchase at the County Fair Livestock Auction.
Affiliate Reports, West Central FS is
looking forward to having a profitable yearend. Anhydrous and fertilizer prices are
going to be high. Only 80% of Liberty used
last year on hand. China cannot ship things
needed to make these chemicals needed for
farming operations.
Tony introduced Nick Wright, who

will be the new Country Financial Rep in
Canton. Country Financial is having some
corporate changes and has some new ag enhancements, enhanced auto discounts, and
a new Driver IQ technology to help clients
drive safer.
The minutes from the August meeting
were emailed and mailed out before the
meeting for the board members to read.
These were accepted with no corrections.
Barrie Fisher discussed the financial
statements. These were placed on file for
audit.
The Membership Report was given:
We have 930 Regular members in August,
4 Professional members, 1494 associate
members, for a total of 2428 members in
August. The report was approved, and a
membership transfer request was denied.
Committee Reports:
Young Leaders – Rob reported that Fill
a Ford Campaign will again be done. They
are looking at dates.
Ag in the Classroom – There is no Report, as we are looking for a new Ag in the
Classroom coordinator. We will adopt the
same classroom in Chicago
Local Issues – No local issues, Jeff
Shelby is to be the chair
Legislative – Directors discussed
COVID mandates, Stepped-up basis, the
Green New Deal. A Energy bill was being
voted on the night of the meeting.
Marketing – Seth reported that prices
are down, Louisiana terminals were very
badly damaged in storms. Not sure if it will
be up in time for harvest.
Business service – Levi reported that
Quality Blacktop was here to reseal the
pavement. We have added some new se-
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curity cameras to the property. Electrical
outlets in the basement are being updated.
Several offices downstairs will be painted
and carpeted. Some Farm Bureau-owned
office furniture is being removed from Extension offices. Elaine tried to price new
phones, which is not going to happen for
now. She reported that we need a new desk
top computer and a new laptop.
Promotion and Education – Julie reported that Carlberg’s gave us some money
to purchase dairy products for the food pantry. The Get a Job workshop did not happen
because no one RSVP’d.
In Manager’s Report, Elaine noted that
year end reports are due next week. She
reminded directors of the meeting at Har-

vester Meats next weekend.
In Old Business, Statewide Membership
quota was discussed. IAA Annual Meeting
was discussed. Directors attending the District 8 Meeting in Peoria thought the tour of
Rabers was very interesting. Directors taking part in the MWRD tour found it very interesting. It was decided to delay the Country
Appreciation Night until after harvest.
In New Business, Directors discussed
the County Annual Meeting. A summer
picnic-type event is possible instead of the
formal meeting in February. This was tabled
until November. Directors discussed possible resolutions for IAA Meeting but did not
forward any to IAA.
The meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m.

FCFB, Cook County FB ‘Volunteer Exchange’

Ground Pork Deliveries

FCFB volunteers and IL Pork Association representatives unload 800 pounds of
ground pork in mid-October to prepare for delivery to 7 area food pantries.

Legislative Meet and Greet

Bill and Ellie Carlberg hosted a Legislative Meet and Greet at their dairy farm near Canton
in mid-September. The gathering gave FCFB Directors a chance to meet our newly-elected
IL House District 91 Representative Mark Luft. Facilitating the meeting was IL House District
93 Representative Norine Hammond.

St. Mary’s Church Food Pantry

FCFB volunteers visit with volunteers from St. Mary’s Catholic Church Food Pantry
in Canton while dropping off ground pork in mid-October. Food pantry volunteer

FCFB Directors participated in a “volunteer exchange” with Cook County Farm Bureau as
part of a continuation of our Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago
(MWRD) nutrient management project. Our group traveled to the Stickney Water Treatment Plant in September, which is one of several wastewater treatment and stormwater management facilities managed by the agency for the City of Chicago and 125 Cook County
communities, and is one of the largest treatment plants in the world. The group is pictured
in front of one of the reservoirs, that has a capacity of nearly 4 billion gallons. The facility
also has a process of collecting raw resources to be recovered and reused beneficially in
the community.

‘Riding For The Brand’
FCFB Volunteers Cassie Stone and Cameron Stone “riding for the brand” in the Lewistown
Homecoming Parade in September.

Jay Shepler (pictured second from right) visited with our volunteers, as well as IL
Pork representatives, and agreed to be interviewed on camera by the pork group
for use in future promotional materials.
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