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Fulton County Farm Bureau

Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21. This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business. All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators. Professional Development clock hours provided for participation. The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ . For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net or 309-547-3011.
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We hosted our Adopted 4th Graders from St. Germaine Parish School May 15th. Part of the group
of 24 students, 16 parents, and teacher Carol Zofkie are shown “bidding” on calves at the Fairview
Sale Barn, one of the stops during our day. The group started the day with a tour of the Carlberg
Dairy in Canton. We had lunch at the Fairview Ball Park (thanks to the Fairview Park District for
their hospitality and to Fulton FS for lunch!). The group also toured Western Grain Marketing
(WGM), where the kids saw a semi being loaded, and then another semi being unloaded.

FCFB President Barry Fisher is shown visiting with some of our St. Germaine 4th graders at Vohland
Farms, the last stop of the day. The kids were allowed to CLIMB ON EVERYTHING, before loading
back on the bus to head home.

Thank You

The FCFB Board of
Directors and the FCFB
Foundation Trustees offer
our heartfelt thanks for donations made in the memory of two FCFB members
who recently passed away.
The families of both Sylvia Lock of Fairview (who
passed away in February),
and of Lois Vohland (who
passed away in May) designated memorials to our

Foundation to be used for
scholarships.
The combined donations
brought over $3500 to our
Foundation. Our sincere
sympathies to the families
upon your loss, and our
appreciation that in your
time of sorrow you chose to
honor these two loved ones
with a legacy to benefit the
agricultural youth of Fulton
County.

Nearly 300 students (pre K-6th grade) came through our
“Baseball Farm Charm” lesson while visiting the Lewistown HS
FFA’s Barnyard Day on May 10th. Our volunteers and teachers
talked to the kids about the fact that almost everything used
for or enjoyed during a baseball game starts on a farm. Confetti
and other small items were used to represent the commodities
used for the items, and placed in a “charm” bag to be worn
home.

Farm Bureau “All
Member” Pool Party!

The Canton YWCA Super K kids visited the Fisher Farms on June
7th. Thanks to Fulton County AITC Coordinator Jamie Reed Butler
and FCFB Directors Robin Fisher and Barry Fisher for showing the
kids what farming is about.

Fulton County Farm Bureau members are invited to
come on out and soak up
the sun at Big Creek Park
Pool for the 12th Annual
All Member Pool Party!
The Fulton County Farm
Bureau is again hosting a
pool party and cook out for
all members.
The fun will take place
Friday, July 19th from
7:00pm to 8:30pm. There
will be swimming and fun

in the (setting) sun. Along
with the pool party there
will also be a cookout. All
food and drinks will be
provided! All members
and their guests are invited
to come out and spend the
evening with Farm Bureau
friends. Big Creek Park is
located at 940 North Main
Street in Canton. No RSVP
is needed, but questions can
be directed to the Farm Bureau office at 547-3011.

Follow us on Facebook “Fulton County Farm Bureau”

We were excited to be back at “Westview Day” in Canton, an
annual event that brings in outside groups into the elementary
classrooms of all the grade levels for a fun-filled day to mix up
the end of the school year. This year Westview focused on STEM
(Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics). We
talked to the nearly 70 4th graders about the science behind
ice cream, and then of course, made ice cream! Thanks to our
AITC Coordinator Jamie Butler, and our member-volunteers
Jane Mellert, Julie Serven, Linda Rock and Linda Lane.

HIGHLIGHTS
from the FB Board
by

E l ai n e Sto n e

May

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board
of Directors met in regular session on Thursday, May 9, 2019, at the Farm Bureau office
in Lewistown, starting at 7 p.m. pursuant to
due notice given. The meeting was called to
order and presided over by President Barry
Fisher. Other board members present were
Julie Serven, Leighton Rector, Wes Strode,
Rob Janssen, Delson Wilcoxen, Robin Fisher, Linda Rock. David Tolley, Keely Egelhoff. Bob Vohland, and Seth Vohland were
absent. Also present were Manager Elaine
Stone and Shannon Chenoweth from Fulton FS.
There were no correspondences for the
month. In Affiliate Reports, Shannon Chenoweth updated the board on Fulton FS
business. He talked about not switching out
full season corn for shorter season corn.
The minutes from the April meeting were
email and mailed out before the meeting for
the board members to read. They were accepted as presented. Elaine discussed the
financial statements. These were placed on
file for audit. Elaine was directed to place
the proceeds from a matured annuity into a
5 year C.D. at a bank with the best rate.
Wes noted in the Membership Report
that we have 1008 Regular Members, 3 Professional Members, and 1571 Associates for
a total of 2582 members. The report was
placed on file.
Committee Reports:
• Young Leaders – June 8th the group
plans a livestock show clinic, 9am at the
Fairgrounds. The group will have the
dunk tank at the county fair this year.
• Promotion and Education – June 3rd is
the blood drive at the farm bureau building. June 21st is the farm safety camp.
Volunteers are needed to serve lunch.
July 13th is the date for the AgMazing
Race scavenger hunt. July 19th is the
pool party.
• Ag in the Classroom – Several classrooms hatched chicks this spring. We
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Linda Rock
David Tolley
Seth Vohland

New Business:
•

July 16th is the Nutrient Field day
at Metropolitan Water Reclamation District Fulton County property.
The meeting adjourned at 7:47 p.m.

June

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board
of Directors met in regular session on Thursday, June 13, 2019, at the Farm Bureau office
in Lewistown, starting at 7 p.m. pursuant to
due notice given. The meeting was called to
order and presided over by President Barry
Fisher. Other board members present were
Julie Serven, Leighton Rector, Delson Wilcoxen, Robin Fisher, Linda Rock, David
Tolley, Keely Egelhoff, Seth Vohland and
Bob Vohland. Wes Strode and Rob Janssen were absent. Also present were Manager
Elaine Stone and Jim McNelly, West Central FS Manager.
In Correspondences, “thank you” notes
were received from the Saint Germaine
students and teacher for hosting them last
month. The Vohland family sent a thank you
note for the rose bush given to the family
when Lois passed.
In Affiliate Reports: Jim gave a West
Central FS update; corn is 98% planted and
soybeans are 70% planted in their sales ter-
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also made ice cream at Westview the
previous week.
• Local Issues – We discussed the county
livestock resolution that the county government board is discussing.
• Legislative – We have had a couple action requests to ask our state legislators
to vote no for the graduated income tax.
• Marketing – Delson discussed the local
grain and livestock markets.
• Business service – Nothing for this
month.
Manager’s Report
Elaine highlighted her Manager’s report
and talked about upcoming events.
Old Business:
• May 15th is our adopted class visit; plans
were discussed.
• July 24th the board will be taking money
at gate and grandstand at the county fair.
We are still looking for a queen candidate.
• The list of unpaid members was passed
around and directors are encouraged to
talk to them.
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ritory. West Central FS will be donating
$5000 to Spoon River College Ag Department, GROWMARK will match their donation. The young producer tour will be on
Aug 6th; they will tour the Kinze plant and
West Central FS distribution center.
The minutes from the May meeting were
email and mailed out before the meeting for
the board members to read. They were accepted without changes. Bob discussed the
financial statements. These were placed on
file for audit.
Elaine gave the Membership Report. In
total, we have 1007 Regular Members, 3
Professional Members, 1568 Associates for
a total of 2578 members. Each Director was
given a list of farmer members that have
not paid their dues yet and asked to contact them to pay. Directors were also given
an updated FSA listing on non-members.
These farmers will be sent a complimentary
subscription to FarmWeek this summer and
invited to a membership dinner in August.
Committee Reports were given:
• Young Leaders – The show clinic was
cancelled due to the low number of kids
signed up.
• Promotion and Education – The next
meeting is June 25th at the farm bureau
building at 6pm. We’ll be discussing the
AgMazing Race plans.
• Ag in the Classroom – Jamie visited 28
classrooms each month reaching approximately 525 students! She will be conducting a session at Farm Safety camp,
just assisted with the YWCA day care
tour of Fisher Farms, and may do some
summer library programs.
• Local Issues – Directors are still monitoring a possible resolution from the
County Board which would place restrictions on livestock facilities. Directors were reminded of the Nutrient Field
Day on July 16th at MWRD farmground near Cuba.
• Legislative – Directors discussed the
high tax situation in Illinois.
• Marketing – The local grain and livestock markets were discussed.
• Business service – The boardroom has
been painted and looks nice. The drywall
in the basement is being repaired and the
project is just about done. Steve Blackwell will be trenching the new electric
line to the parking lot light as soon as
weather cooperates.
Manager’s Report
Elaine highlighted her Manager’s report
and talked about upcoming events.
Old Business:
• The adopted class trip was recapped.
Everything went great and Directors

appreciate our hosts and everyone that
helped during the day.
• County Fair Plans were discussed: we
will work the gate and grandstand on
Wednesday July 24th. Thursday is the
livestock auction; we will serve watermelon and water afterwards. Directors
voted to spend approximately the same
amount as last year ($1300) during the
livestock auction.
• July 13th will be the AgMazing Race
scavenger hunt fundraiser. Details will
be finalized at the P & E committee
meeting on June 25th at 6pm.
• Directors
discussed
“Membership
Roundup; Easy as Pie” drive to be held
at Fairview Sale barn on July 18th from
9am-3pm. Farm Bureau members showing their membership card or a new
member joining that day get a free piece
of pie!
• Directors discussed a Membership prospect dinner at American Grille, tentatively scheduled for Aug 19th.
New Business:
• Directors discussed the Nutrient Management Field Day, July 16th at MWRD
starting at 9am and ending with lunch.
• Directors voted to donate a gift basket
of Fulton County items to the Country/
Children’s Hospital Golf Outing in August.
• Directors voted to buy a half page ad for
$300 in the 2020 Fulton County plat
book.
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.

Equip your
combine today!

FAX: 547-2324 Internet address: fultonfb@att.net

• John Deere
• Case IH
• New Holland
Contact Your Local Dealer:

FULTON County Farm Bureau

George Roberts
309-362-2205

Elaine Stone, Manager
Jamie Butler, Secretary/Bookkeeper, Ag. Literacy Coordinator

Mental Health and First Aid
class for Agriculture available
Carle Rural Health & Farm Safety is
hosting a Mental Health First Aid course on
Tuesday, July 30, 2019. This groundbreaking
eight-hour training course gives people the
tools to identify when someone might be
struggling with a mental health or substance
use problem and to connect them with appropriate support and resources when necessary.
“Farmers in Illinois are experiencing tremendous stress, often without access to appropriate resources,” said Amy Rademaker,
Rural Health & Farmy Saftey program coordinator. “Our goal is to train individuals to
support farmers in Mental Health First Aid.”
The course will be run from 8 a.m. – 5
p.m. and will be held at the Champaign Co.
Farm Bureau Auditorium, 801 N. Country
Fair Drive, Champaign. The cost is $10 per
person and participants can register online at
carle.org/mhfa org or call (217) 365-5460 or
contact SeedsofWellness@carle.com.
One in five Americans has a mental illness, but many are reluctant to seek help or
might not know where to turn for care. Unlike physical conditions, symptoms of mental

health and substance use problems can be
difficult to detect. It can be hard to know
when and how to step in. As a result, those
in need of mental health services often do
not get them until it is too late.
Agricultural business representatives,
Extension staff and volunteers, commodity group leaders, bankers, insurance agents,
friends and family members of farmers can
participate in the agricultural focused Mental Health First Aid course.
Mental Health First Aiders learn a 5-step
action plan to guide them through the process of reaching out and offering appropriate
support.
“Just as CPR helps even those without
clinical training assist an individual having a
heart attack, Mental Health First Aid prepares participants to interact with a person
experiencing a mental health crisis,” Rademaker said.
To learn more about Carle’s Rural Health
& Farm Safety program, visit carle.org/
farmsafety or if you have questions about
Mental Health First Aid, email seedsofwellness@carle.com.

MWRD Field Day II
The Fulton County Farm Bureau, together
with the Illinois Farm Bureau, Metropolitan
Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago and the University of Illinois College of
Agricultural Consumer and Environmental
Sciences will again host a field day on Tuesday, July 16th.
The coalition will sponsor the day to
showcase research being conducted by the
MWRD on water quality and nutrient loss
reduction on their Fulton County farmground.
The day will start with registration at 11am.
A complimentary lunch will be served from
11:30am to 12:30pm. The tours of areas to
highlight water quality research will begin

immediately following lunch and will wrap
up around 2:30pm.
Please register by calling the Fulton
County Farm Bureau at 547-3011.

Mark your calendars

Friday, July 12th
Lock & Dam Closure Meeting; Dickson Mounds, 9am
Saturday, July 13th
The AgMazing Race! scavenger hunt fundraiser
Tuesday July 15
Nutrient Mngmt Field Day MWRD
Thurs, July 18th
Membership Roundup at Fairview Sale Barn
Monday, July 22rd
The 114th Fulton County Fair kicks off
Wed., July 24th
FCFB Directors & their families will be working the Fair
		
entrance gates and grandstands to show their support of the
		Fair!
Thurs., July 25th
FCFB Directors will be assisting with the Livestock Auction
		
and serving complimentary bottled water and watermelon at
		
the conclusion.
Fri., July 26th		
Young Leader Pedal Pull Contest; 2:30pm weigh-in; 3pm start.

FCFB Directors Delson Wilcoxen and Keely Egelhoff conduct the “Livestock Safety” session during
Farm Safety Camp on June 21st. This was one of eight topics covered during the Mason/Fulton
County event; other topics were Food Safety, Fire, Weather, Cyber/Personal, Water and Boating,
Electricity, and Natural Gas. There was a Live Line demonstration as the finale, sponsored my
Menard Electric.

Harvey Bros.
starters
generators
alternators

complete farm lines
Delco • Ford • Prestolite • Nippodenso • Mitsubishi • Kubota • Lucas • Onan

Exchange or repair
Same Day Service

Electric Motors
Sales & Service

24 Hour Turnaround on Most Motor Emergencies

309-342-3137

2181 Grand Ave. - Galesburg, IL

Fulton FS
309-547-2896
West Central FS
1-800-282-5242

“Please support
your local FS. Each
provides funding for
this publication and
other Farm Bureau
activities. Show your
appreciation!”

This is not
a test plot.
This is
MiField.
Introducing MiField™ from Fulton FS.
The new agronomic tool based on the fact that every farmer and every
field is different. Our agronomic team will come to your farm and conduct
applied research on new products and practices, so you can get the
highest profit per acre. Contact your FS Crop Specialist and discover,
“What’s best for my field.”

Bringing you what’s next.™

Lewistown 309-547-2896 & Ipava 309-753-8253

West Central FS
1-800-282-5242

309-343-1600
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Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21. This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business. All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators. Professional Development clock hours provided for participation. The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ . For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net or 309-547-3011.

p r o t e c t i n g yo u r f i e l d

DELIVERED
To solve the big challenges of tomorrow,
start with simple steps today

Prairieland FS
Contact Us Today
(888) 978-7637
www.prairielandfs.com
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At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.

At FS, we’re focused on crop performance.
Our certified crop specialists will identify environmental
conditions, crop growth stage and plant development to make
agronomically sound recommendations for each of your fields.
It’s our goal to maximize every acre you farm and protect the
local environment so you’re ready for what’s next.

Ray Riekena

bringing you what’s next ™

Tony Laesch

Canton 309-647-6180

Steve Butler

Astoria 309-329-2172
Agency Manager 309-346-8585

#TakeSimpleSteps
0817-500HC-13221-12/14/2017

Kory Schmidt

Richard Sharpshair

Walter Brown

Shelley Postin

Lewiston 309-547-2241
Canton 309-647-6180

Canton 309-647-3225

Bushnell 309-772-3003

