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Fulton County Farm Bureau

Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21. This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business. All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators. Professional Development clock hours provided for participation. The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ . For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net or 309-547-3011.
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“Faces Of Ag” Campaign
The Fulton County Farm Bureau Young Leader Committee
had a great idea to celebrate National Ag. Day (March 20) and
County Board-designated Fulton
County Ag. Week (March 18-24)
by celebrating all month long by
launching a “Faces of Agriculture”
campaign on the Farm Bureau
Facebook page.
Each day in March, the group
“spotlighted” a farmer or someone from our area who’s involved
in our agriculture industry. In late
February the Committee and Fulton County Farm Bureau Manager Elaine Stone came up with a
list of 31 people (one for each day
of March) and sent a letter to each
explaining to them that we wanted
to feature them in this promotion.
We included a list of topics/subjects to specifically address (education, job, hobbies, family) and specifically asked “What do you want
people to know about agriculture”.
Those being profiled sent back
their “stories” to the Farm Bureau
office, and Stone scheduled them
to post at 1am on Facebook each
day of the month with their picture.
Before the posting of the profiles, Fulton County Farm Bureau
had an explanation of what they
were planning on February 28th
and “teased” followers to watch
each day. The program “launched”
with a young couple raising bees
and selling honey and finished
with a long-time Farm Bureau
member who remembered farming with horses as a girl.
Each profile had a little different
perspective based on their enter-

prise, job, and/or farm operation,
diversity in farms, career choices,
and thoughts on current day agriculture. The segment featured
all ages; a 1-year old’s perspective
written by her Grandmother, high
school kids, college students, and
members in their 60’s. The “Faces
of Ag” was a HUGE success; most
day’s “views” on the page were in
the thousands.
Following the campaign, the
profiles and pictures were compiled and produced into a 33-page
book, printed by the local newspaper. These were distributed to everyone who was profiled, to local
elected officials and to state lawmakers, and others wanting a copy.
FCFB Young Leader Chair
Robin Fisher says “We feel that
the impact of these stories is
farther-reaching than we ever intended! It will be particularly useful in illustrating the changes that
have taken place in our industry
over the lifetimes of the people
we profiled.” She also added it’s a
great opportunity to put a human
“face” on farming and remind nonfarmers that there is always more
to the story. “We finished off the
campaign by reminding followers, especially those not tied to a
farm, to question the information
they’re receiving about agriculture.
Ask a famer if you want the facts!”,
noted Robin.
The ”Faces of Ag” campaign can
be seen by going to the Fulton
County Farm Bureau Facebook
page. The compiled book is also
available to view and download at
our website, fultoncfb.org.

Fulton County Farm Bureau helped to organize Canton Chamber of Commerce’s inaugural “Trades and Ag Career
Day” at Spoon River College, on Friday, March 16th. Representatives from over a dozen trade groups and agriculture
related business’s in our area provided information on careers available to the nearly 50 students from Canton High
School who participated. Pictured above, Laura Fidler and Kyle Ferguson from Fairview Sale Barn visit with future
members of the area work force.

Kevin Semlow, Director of State Government for Illinois Farm Bureau, talks to FCFB members at the April 3rd Policy
Development meeting held at Bernadotte Café. 50 members attended and heard updates from Semlow on currently
debated legislation such as solar farm citing requirements and improved broadband access for rural areas. Bill Bodine,
Associate Director of State Government for IFB, made a similar presentation for nearly 40 members attended the PD
meeting on March 26th at the American Grille in Canton.

Teachers Invited To Summer Ag Institute

FCFB Member and Prairie Farmer Editor Holly Spangler and FCFB Director
Barry Fisher served on the panel during WBYS radio’s Spring Roundtable on
March 28th, which was broadcast from the American Grille in Canton. They
were two of one dozen leaders from the area and state agriculture industry
discussing topics that included trade and tariffs, Farm Bill, renewable fuels
standard, nutrient reduction strategies. Other FCFB members participating
but not pictured were Lance Tarochione and Keith Mellert.

Fulton County Farm Bureau’s
(FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute
(SAI) is scheduled for June 19,
20, and 21. This summer’s topic is
“Niche Farming/Specialty Crops”
and includes incredible field trips,
as well as classroom and hands-on
instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender
farm, an egg farm, beekeeping,
apple orchard, CSA (community
supported agriculture), a nursery/
greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and
a seed distribution and treatment

business. All will be within Fulton
and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff
from Illinois Ag in the Classroom
and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for
the classroom, and will learn about
the surprising diversity of specialty
crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K
through 12th grade area educators.
Professional Development clock
hours provided for participation.
The cost is $75 per person and fi-

nancial assistance will be available
from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals,
transportation for field trips, and
materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June
6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-theclassroom/sai-2018/ . For more
information contact the Fulton
County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@
att.net or 309-547-3011.

HIGHLIGHTS
from the FB Board
by

E l ai n e Sto n e

March

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of Directors met in regular session on Thursday, March
8, 2018 at the Farm Bureau office in Lewistown,
starting at 7 p.m. pursuant to due notice given.
The meeting was called to order and presided
over by President Bill Carlberg. Other board
members present were Barry Fisher, Joe Tolley
Bob Vohland, Linda Lane, Delson Wilcoxen,
Julie Serven and Robin Fisher. Wes Strode and
Leighton Rector were the absent board members.
Also present were Manager Elaine Stone, Jim
McNelly West Central FS Manager and guest
Keely Egelhoff.
The Invocation was given by Bill Carlberg,
who also led the Pledge of Allegiance. Election
of officers other than the President was conducted. Wes Strode was re-elected to serve as Vice
President; Julie Serven re-elected as secretary;
and Bob Vohland was elected as Treasurer.
In correspondences, Clint Barker sent a thank
you note for the foundation scholarship he received. Mike Weber sent a thank you note for the
Leo Sharp Service Award. The Lewistown FFA
sent a thank you for Farm Bureau’s donation to
their fundraiser.
Affiliate Reports were given. Jim McNelly
updated the board on West Central FS activities.
They have a sprayer simulator to help new applicators learn how to operate sprayers.
The minutes from the February meeting were
mailed and emailed out before the meeting for
the board members to read. These were approved
as presented. The financials were discussed. The
treasurer’s report for February was placed on file
for audit.
The membership report was given. Member
changes for this month include; -1 MM members and -4 AM members. In total, we have 1020
MM, 1559 AM for a total of 2579. The report

was placed on file.
Committee Reports were presented:
• Young Leaders – The FFA Acquaintance
day is scheduled for Tuesday, March 13th. It
will be a Trivia Bowl with pizza provided by
Compeer.
• Women’s Committee –   The committee will
give the first baby born at Graham Hospital
during Ag Week a basket full of Ag related
projects.
• Ag in the Classroom – Robin and Laura
Fisher took a couple lambs to our adopted
class in Chicago the end of February. The
Chicken Noodle Dinner raised $1700 after
expenses.
• Local Issues – March 13th is the County
Board Dinner at 5pm in the Courthouse.
• Legislative – March 14-15 is the Governmental Affairs Conference in Springfield.
• Marketing – Barry gave a report on local
grain and livestock markets.
• Business service – Roof bids were discussed.
• Public Relations –  The Faces of Ag Facebook
campaign is going on during the month of
March.
During the Manager’s Report, Elaine highlighted her activities and talked about upcoming
events.
Old Business was discussed.
• Policy Development meetings are coming up
in Canton on March 26 and Bernadotte on
April 3.
• Springfield Legislative visit is tentatively set
for Tuesday, April 10th.
• Ag Week Breakfast is planned for March
24th, serving from 7-10am.
• The applied for grant was submitted to IAA
in February. We are asking for help to pay
for a new roof and associated repairs, as well
as activities and programs. We won’t find out
the results until the end of March.
• The Board voted to accept a bid from
Holthaus Companies, Inc to replace the roof
with Duro-Last .050” thickness and a 20year labor and material warranty.
New Business:
• The pool party is tentatively set for July 20th.
• Directors decided to host a County Agent
Appreciation dinner at Bernadotte Café

sometime in August.
• Directors were asked to think about membership drive ideas.
• Keely talked about PCM which is a soil and
water conservation program working with
the FSA office.
The meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m.

April

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Board of Directors met in regular session on Thursday, April
12, 2018 at the Farm Bureau office in Lewistown,
starting at 7 p.m. pursuant to due notice given.
The meeting was called to order and presided
over by Vice President Wes Strode. Other board
members present were Barry Fisher, Joe Tolley,
Bob Vohland, Linda Lane, Delson Wilcoxen,
Julie Serven, Leighton Rector and Robin Fisher.
Bill Carlberg was the only absent board member. Also present were Manager Elaine Stone,
COUNTRY Manager Tony Laesch and guest
Keely Egelhoff.
In correspondences, a thank you note was received from the Utt family for the Ag themed
baby gift basket they received during ag week.
A thank you note was received from SRV FFA
Chapter for providing a door prize donation to
their chapter. Cassidy Barr sent a thank you note
for the scholarship she received.
Affiliate Reports were given. Tony Laesch
gave a COUNTRY update. Local agents, Walter

Equip your
combine today!
• John Deere
• Case IH
• New Holland
Contact Your Local Dealer:

George Roberts
309-362-2205
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FCFB Director and Young Leader Committee
member Joe Tolley grills bacon and flips
pancakes during the “Farmer’s Share” Breakfast
held on Saturday, March 24th. Nearly 160
people braved the rain, wind, snow, and sleet
that morning to finish off our week-long
celebration of Fulton County Agriculture Week.
They each paid 61cents for the breakfast,
which represented the farmer’s share of the
commodities served.

Brown and Steve Butler had great first quarter
performances.
The minutes from the March meeting were
distributed at the start of the meeting for the
board members to read. These were approved
with no corrections. The financials were discussed. The Treasurer’s report for March was
placed on file for audit.
The Membership Report was presented.
Member changes for this month include; -5 MM
members and 8 AM members. In total, we have
1016 MM, 1571 AM for a total of 2587.
Committee Reports:
• Young Leaders – The Cuba FFA Chapter
won the Acquaintance day Trivia Bowl on
March 13th. Six students will attend the IFB
& Affiliates Youth Conference with us.
• Women’s Committee –   Tuesday, July 31st is
the next Blood Drive.
• Ag in the Classroom –  Tonya has been very
busy visiting classes.
• Local Issues – There is a new solar farm going
in at the Clayburg Nursing Home in Cuba.
• Legislative – The 2018 Farm Bill was released
by the US House today.
• Marketing – Barry gave a report on local
grain and livestock markets.
• Business service – The roof project should
start in a couple weeks. We received some
TIF monies from the city of Lewistown
for assistance. There was a gas leak in the
building last week, which required gas shutoff and an emergency repair by Spoon River
Mechanical. All was well within a couple of
hours.
• Public Relations –  The “Faces of Ag” campaign was discussed. Barry Fisher (along
with Holly Spangler, Keith Mellert, and
Lance Tarochione) participated in the
WBYS round table a few weeks ago. Dan
Williams was interviewed by WEEK television on agricultural tariffs. Members Kathy
Butler and Don Archdale were interviewed
by WMBD television for their involvement
in the “Faces” campaign. We are going to
start a new weekly Facebook campaign, yet to
be titled.
In the Manager’s Report, Elaine highlighted
her activities and talked about upcoming events.
She provided a written report to directors.
Old Business:
• We received part of our request from Illinois
Farm Bureau’s grant program.
• We had around 160 people attend the Ag
Week Breakfast.
• Adopted class plans were discussed for
Wednesday, May 16th. Elaine will work on
the agenda for the day.
New Business:
• Nutrient Management Grant event ideas
were discussed. Directors discussed the possibility of cancelling the May meeting. It will
be decided during the week of that meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m.
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CRP / CREP Prairie Grass and Tree Planting Field Maintenance.
Township ROW clearing and chemical application.
Pasture ground and field borders reclamation.
Pond treatment.
Removal and follow up chemical treatment of large stands
of Honeysuckle, Autumn and Russian Olive, Locust, and
Multiflora-rose.
• Tree spade, grapple and tilling service.
Herbaceous invasive plants can be mechanically removed and
treated any time of the year. Follow-up chemical maintenance
is required to bring your land back to its original state.

Mike McKim
309-981-9716 • Invasiveprm@gmail.com

Farm Bureau Office 547-3011

FAX: 547-2324 Internet address: fultonfb@att.net

Elaine Stone, Manager; Jamie Butler, Secretary/Bookkeeper;
Tonya Holt, Ag. Literacy Coordinator

FULTON County Farm Bureau

309.981.9716

FCFB Director Robin Fisher and member Laura Fisher visited St. Germaine Parish School (Oak Lawn,
Illinois) on February 22nd. The duo took along two lambs, one a week old and the other three
weeks old. The mother/daughter duo talked about their sheep flock, lambing, marketing the meat
of the lambs, and the use of the wool. In addition to the 25 students in the adopted 4th grade
classroom of Mrs. Carole Scannell, the entire school of 300 students and their teachers visited the
lambs once the word travelled that they were in the building. The Fisher’s had named one lamb
“Lina” but the un-named one was christened “Germaine” by one of the first students to see him!

The Fulton County Farm Bureau Women’s Committee kicked off their celebration of Ag. Week
(March 18-24) by welcoming the first baby born at Graham Hospital during the week. Jacob Cole
Utt was born March 19th at 7:58 AM weighing 6 pounds and 15 oz. His parents are David and
Amber Utt from Canton. Jacob has an older brother, James, age 7 ½. Jacob and his family were
greeted by a “welcome basket” presented by the Women’s Committee. The basket held two dozen
baby items and products made from or representing agricultural commodities; all to remind
everyone that you can’t have a day without agriculture!

The Cuba FFA were winners of the 2018 FFA/Young Leader Acquaintance Day Trivia Bowl held on
March 13th. Four Chapters participated in the event, which included 8 rounds of questions about
agriculture, Farm Bureau and affiliates, FFA, and music trivia. FFA members were treated to pizza
prior to the event compliments of Compeer.

Harvey Bros.
starters
generators
alternators

complete farm lines
Delco • Ford • Prestolite • Nippodenso • Mitsubishi • Kubota • Lucas • Onan

Exchange or repair
Same Day Service

Electric Motors
Sales & Service

Visit Motor Emergencies
orMost
Callon
24 Hour Turnaround
Toda y...

309-342-3137

2181 Grand Ave. - Galesburg, IL

FCFB President Bill Carlberg is pictured with Fulton County Government Board Chair Bob Bucher
during the March 13th meeting of the County Board. A proclamation was approved by the County
Board declaring March 18th-24th “Fulton County Agriculture Week”. The FCFB Directors served
supper to the County Board members and elected officials prior to the meeting that night.

Fulton FS
309-547-2896
West Central FS
1-800-282-5242

“Please support
your local FS. Each
provides funding for
this publication and
other Farm Bureau
activities. Show your
appreciation!”
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season!

Introducing MiField™ from Fulton FS
The new agronomic tool based on the fact that every farmer and every
field is different. Our agronomic team will come to your farm and conduct
applied research on new products and practices, so you can get the
highest profit per acre. Contact your FS Crop Specialist and discover
“What’s best for my field.”

Bringing you what’s next.™

Better grass starts with better seed, that’s why our customers turn to GreenYard. ®
Our turf experts at FS determine the best blend or mixture for your yard, because we
know spending less time maintaining it means more time enjoying it. At FS, we’re
always bringing you what’s next - a backyard full of memories.
,

Sending you peace, joy and
happiness this holiday season.

Lewistown, IL &. Ipava, IL

309-547-2896 or 309-753-8253

Happy Holidays! From Your
Team at FS.
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Fulton County Farm Bureau’s (FCFB) Summer Ag. Institute (SAI) is scheduled for June 19, 20, and 21. This summer’s topic is “Niche Farming/Specialty Crops” and includes incredible field trips, as well as classroom and hands-on instruction.
Field trips are expected to include the hops farm, a lavender farm, an egg farm, beekeeping, apple orchard, CSA (community supported agriculture), a nursery/greenhouse, a reindeer farm, and a seed distribution and treatment business. All will be within Fulton and McDonough Counties.
Participants will also meet staff from Illinois Ag in the Classroom and commodity groups, will receive resources and activities for the classroom, and will learn about the surprising diversity of specialty crops and products in our area.
The target audience is Pre-K through 12th grade area educators. Professional Development clock hours provided for participation. The cost is $75 per person and financial assistance will be available from the FCFB Women’s Committee for Fulton County teachers. The charge includes all meals, transportation for field trips, and materials. The program is cosponsored by the FCFB and the McDonough CFB.
Please register online by June 6 at http://www.mcdonoughcountyfarmbureau.org/ag-in-the-classroom/sai-2018/ . For more information contact the Fulton County Farm Bureau at fultonfb@att.net or 309-547-3011.
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To solve the big challenges of tomorrow,
start with simple steps today
At COUNTRY Financial®, we know that protecting the things you love and preparing
for tomorrow start with simple steps. When you’re ready to start, we’re ready to help.
Ray Riekena
Canton
309-647-6180

Kory Schmidt
Lewistown
309-547-2241

Tony Laesch
Mike
Weber
Agency Manager
309-686-7050

#TakeSimpleSteps
0817-500HC-04375-10/6/2017

Richard Sharpshair
Canton

Walter Brown
Canton

Steve Butler
Astoria

Shelley Postin
Bushnell

309-647-3225

309-329-2172

309-647-6180

309-772-3003

